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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Monday, August 22, 1988

The House met at 11 a.m.

Prayers
ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
[English]
PETITIONS
GOVERNMENT RESPONSE
Mr. Jim Hawkes (Parliamentary Secretary to Deputy

Prime Minister and President of the Privy Council): Pursuant
to Standing Order 106(8), I have the honour to table, in both
official languages, the Government’s response to Petitions Nos.
332-5098 and 332-5103.

CANADA-U.S. FREE TRADE AGREEMENT

Mr. Derek Blackburn (Brant): Mr. Speaker, I have the
privilege to present a petition signed by several of my constitu-
ents from the federal riding of Brant under Standing Order
106. These petitioners call upon the Government to call an
election immediately over the free trade agreement between
Canada and the United States which they feel will help to
destroy our country and our independence.

TRANSFER OF PFRA JURISDICTION

Mr. Vic Althouse (Humboldt—Lake Centre): Mr. Speaker,
I have the honour to present petitions on two separate matters.
The first petition is signed by approximately 130 people from
the southeast corner of Saskatchewan in Prairie Farm
Rehabilitation Area 3. The petitioners are concerned about the
possibility of PFRA turning over the jurisdiction of their
irrigation works to the Saskatchewan Water Corporation.
They call upon the House of Commons to stop that transfer of
the administration to the Saskatchewan Water Corporation
and retain the PFRA in its present form.

WITHDRAWAL OF PROPOSED CANADA CHILD CARE ACT

Mr. Vic Althouse (Humboldt—Lake Centre): Mr. Speaker,
I also have a series of petitions from people in various parts of
the country who request the Government of Canada to
introduce legislation containing national objectives and
appropriate mechanisms for the development of a comprehen-
sive non-profit child care system accessible to all families
throughout Canada. The petitioners believe that the proposed

Child Care Act is not in the best interest of young children,
women or the families of Canada.

CANADA-U.S. FREE TRADE AGREEMENT

Hon. Lloyd Axworthy (Winnipeg—Fort Garry): Mr.
Speaker, I have the privilege of presenting a series of petitions
from groups of Canadians in different parts of the country who
are strongly opposed to the Canada-U.S. Free Trade Agree-
ment. They believe that Canadian industries will not be
protected by U.S. trade laws and that there are serious
giveaways in areas of agriculture, energy, auto trade, financial
services and investment. They, therefore, humbly pray and call
upon Parliament to denounce the Government for signing the
Mulroney-Reagan trade agreement. I present these petitions
on behalf of these Canadians.

WITHDRAWAL OF PROPOSED CANADA CHILD CARE ACT

Mr. Steven W. Langdon (Essex—Windsor): Mr. Speaker, 1
have two petitions to present, both dealing with the question of
child care. They come from Victoria and Vancouver, British
Columbia, and indicate that in the view of the people present-
ing the petitions, families throughout Canada need high
quality, available and affordable child care services. There
have been repeated recommendations to have legislation
introduced to establish such services as national objectives.

The Child Care Act proposed by the Government of Canada
in the view of the petitioners, contains neither national
objectives nor the necessary funding arrangements. The
petitioners say this will not ensure that families have access to
such high quality child care. Therefore, the petitioners call
upon Parliament to withdraw the Child Care Act forthwith.
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CANADA-U.S. FREE TRADE AGREEMENT

Mr. David Orlikow (Winnipeg North): Mr. Speaker, I have
the honour to present two petitions under the provisions of
Standing Order 106 in which the petitioners state that the
Conservative Government had no mandate from the Canadian
people to conclude a free trade agreement with the United
States; and that the proposed free trade agreement not only
denies Canadians a secure access to the U.S. market, which
was the key objective of the negotiations, but threatens the loss
of hundreds of thousands of Canadian jobs.

Therefore the petitioners humbly pray and call upon
Parliament to dissolve and allow the people of Canada the
opportunity to accept or reject the proposed free trade
agreement during a national general election.



