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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Saturday., October 17, 1970

The House met at 11 am.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

NATIONAL SECURITY

ABDUCTIONS—INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION TO
REPLACE REGULATIONS UNDER WAR MEASURES
ACT

Hon. Robert L. Stanfield (Leader of the Opposition): I
should like to ask the Prime Minister whether there is
any information he can give the House about Mr. Cross
and the Hon. Pierre Laporte?

Right Hon. P. E. Trudeau (Prime Minister): I regret,
Mr. Speaker, there is no information I can give at this
time.

Mr. Stanfield: With regard to the legislation to be
introduced in substitution for the invocation of the War
Measures Act and the regulations proclaimed by the
Governor General in Council under that Act, is the
Prime Minister prepared to give an assurance that legis-
lation will be introduced at an early date? In particular,
is he prepared to give a specific assurance that such
legislation will be introduced next week?

Mr. Trudeau: I think I covered this point in my
speech to the House yesterday as well as I could. I
remind the Leader of the Opposition that I suggested at
that time we would give serious consideration to
introducing such legislation but that we need a period of
time during which to see how the regulations might be
improved before being changed into statutory form. I
asked the leaders of the opposition parties, indeed, all
members of the House, to put forward any suggestions as
to how these regulations might be improved before ulti-
mately being transferred into a statute.

Mr. Stanfield: I assure the Prime Minister that we
would be happy to make suggestions of the kind he has
in mind, but does he not recognize that the statement he
has made does not contain any assurance of a concrete
nature and that according to other statements he has
made the present situation might conceivably continue
for the duration of the proclamation? Can the Prime
Minister not give the House some specific assurance that
legislation will be introduced within a given time which
will do the job necessary to be done but be sufficiently
narrow in import so as not to interfere with the normal
course of civil liberties any more than is required?

Mr. Trudeau: The answer to all of that is yes, except
for this. If the hon. gentleman wants to know exactly
how much time it would take, then I cannot give him an
assurance. Obviously I could not undertake to revoke the
War Measures Act next week if next week we have not
passed this legislation. I do not yet know from the Leader
of the Opposition how long he will take to co-operate
with us in producing such a measure.

FLQ ACTIVITIES—DURATION OF EMERGENCY POWERS

Mr. G. W. Baldwin (Peace River): In view of the fact
that the proclamation bringing the War Measures Act
into effect and the subsequent Orders in Council are
related to the FL.Q and the activities of the FLQ, can the
Prime Minister indicate whether it is the intention of the
government to keep these emergency powers until the
government is satisfied that the FLQ and associated and
related bodies have been wiped out?

Right Hon. P. E. Trudeau (Prime Minister): Not neces-
sarily this particular legislation, Mr. Speaker. I repeat
that if we can replace the regulations by some statute
that would have the same effect we would be very happy
to give up this theoretical exercise in which we are
engaged which includes powers much broader than we
need under the War Measures Act. When this will
happen, of course, remains to be seen. We will have to
continue to exercise powers in one way or another under
the War Measures Act or under a special statute while
there is a danger of insurrection.

VANCOUVER—COMMUNICATION RESPECTING
APPREHENDED INSURRECTION

Mr. G. W. Baldwin (Peace River): Has the Prime Min-
ister received a communication from the mayor or other
authorities in the city of Vancouver indicating that there
is an apprehended insurrection there requiring the
application of the War Measures Act to that city?

Right Hon. P. E. Trudeau (Prime Minister): No, Mr.
Speaker, I have not. Has the hon. member?

NEGOTIATIONS FOR RELEASE OF KIDNAP VICTIMS

Mr. David MacDonald (Egmont): Mr. Speaker, may I
ask the Prime Minister whether he could inform the
House, since Mr. Lemieux has again been detained and
the two radio stations concerned consider that it would
be illegal to transmit any messages, if either of the two
governments are carrying on any negotiations for the
release of the two kidnap victims?



