MARCH 15, 1946 15

In the departure of Their Excellencies we shall
pause for a moment of thankfulness for their
having come into our midst, and to wish them
godspeed, a happy journey and joy upon their
return to their home in those isles which have
throughout the ages stood for the glory and
dignity of man and the freedom of the human
soul. We pray that God will be with them
and bless them in all the days to come, and I
am quite sure that all Canadians will unite
with me in repeating those words so graciously
used by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth on her
departure from Canada on her royal visit in
1939: “Farewell; au revoir”.

But as they leave, Canadian people welcome
to this dominion one of the greatest soldiers
of our tin.., one of the greatest military lead-
ers of *he second world war, Viscount Alex-
ander. The Canadian active army in the
field had the honour of fighting under his
command, and I know that our people will
join with our Canadian soldiers in extending
to Viscount Alexander, his lady and family, a
heartfelt welcome with the hope that they
‘may be long with us and that their life in our
midst may be a happy one. Above all our
thanks will-go to His Majesty the King who
has so graciously seen fit to appeint to this
high office this great man of our time.

Mr. Speaker, as this second session of the
twentieth parliament convenes, we still find
a world of unrest not only in the economic,
financial and social fields but also in the
minds of the people and of the legislators
of the world at large. As a young Canadian
who has endeavoured to make a very careful
and close study of all problems affecting not
only my nation but also other nations of the
world, I consider responsible legislators to
be men and women of good will, although
most of us differ as to the methods and
means of translating that spirit of good will
into concrete action.

One thing has impressed me most vividly
and it is this. Speaking for my nation alone,
I think every man and woman in the House
of Commons to-day is intensely aware of the
critical times in which we live, of the great
issues that prevail, of the necessity of action
and of the urgent need to put into practice
the principles of the four freedoms as
expounded by the ex-Prime Minister of Great
Britain and the late President of the United
States some five years ago during their meet-
ing in mid-Atlantic. Those four freedoms
were not an idle dream but a living reality
which, in my opirion, is attainable for all of
us. It is for us, the living, to translate those
ideals into concrete attainment. I wish to say
emphatically: It can be done. We differ as
to the ways and means of doing it. Therein
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lies statesmanship, or lack of it. We cannot
hope to build a fruitful, free world on mere
tenets of sectionalism. We cannot hope to
create a united Canada by pinning up ban-
ners of race, creed or narrow provincialism
and sectionalism, and then shouting from the
housetops. Our outlook will have to be
broader, kindlier, and exemplified in the
spirit of good will to all men. Statesmanship
that is not exercised in this spirit is of no
lasting importance; it does not stand the test
of time or the indulgence of thinking men.

Canada, among other nations, has now
emerged from a second world war, the most
widespread and fierce that has ever been
known in the history of mankind. Canada
has emerged from this war with honour, dig-
nity and the thanks of the civilized world.
She has done her part nobly; Canadians now
enjoy the honour and respect of thinking
people in every part of the globe. Canada
has stood four-square within the British com-
monwealth of nations for right -and justice.
History will prove that her contribution has
not been merely that of lip-service. Her
contribution has been in human lives, in
material and in a spirit of fellowship with all
men and all nations who had the courage to
stand up against tyranny and oppression when
these threatened to engulf the whole earth.
Canadians are coming home from the war in
this knowledge. They are resuming their
peace-time vocations with a view to a future
of good will that is not merely on paper but
is rather a living thing for the Canadian
people and all people elsewhere.

The members, new and old, of this House
of Commons have assembled also in the
same spirit; and here I may state that in this
twentieth parliament the Canadian people
witness the appearance of a very great num-
ber of fine young Canadians eager to ensure
that the new ideals will be translated into
active legislation, and all have come to this
capital city with the firm purpose of building
a still better Canada, a land of decency, of
freedom from want, fear and futility. It is
up to us all to make it so. We cannot deny
that we have in Canada everything that living
man could desire. We enjoy the fruits of
the earth in its fulness, for all that is within
our borders. In this period of recovery from
war we must share those fruits with the less
fortunate in those lands who by our side
fought the nazis, the fascists and the Japs,
and we shall see that this is done.

The British isles have sent to our shores
many great people who have inculeated in
the thought and culture of this land the great
and broad principles of character which belong
to the British people. Their ideals of freedom



