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National Defence—Mr. Tremblay

paragraph from an article written by Doctor
Jules Dorion, editor of L‘Action Catholique,
on January 14 Jast. This is what he said:

Of course some people are of the opinion that
as we can do but so little it would be unwise
to spend money in armament and we should
be satisfied with leaning on others. Well let
us not forget the proverb that says: Help your-
self and God will help you. The weakest among
men is in duty bound to do his share before
relying on his neighbours, and the same thing
may be said of states. Their limited area and
their small population do not prevent Belgium,
The Netherlands, Switzerland, Denmark and
other Scandinavian states from having their
own army, kept on the best possible footing,
and their own navy, when necessary. Belgium
has just reorganized her army and made it
more efficient, although that country is well
aware of the fact that France and England
are greatly interested in having her territorial
integrity duly respected. Belgium is a living
example of a small country being ransacked,
notwithstanding the sanctity of treaties and the
sympathetic concern of powerful neighbours.

On the other side, accepting protection from
one who is not bound to afford it canmot go
on very long without servitude. We do not
feel inclined to barter our provincial status
in almost a sovereign dominion for that of an
ordinary state in the neighbouring country.

Not only do I make those words my own,
but I think I am sufficiently acquainted with
the population of the constituency of Dor-
chester, which it is my privilege to represent,
to say that the people of Dorchester, whether
of French, English, Irish or Scotch origin, do
not feel inclined to barter their provincial
status in an almost sovereign dominion for
that of an ordinary state in a neighbouring
country. I wish I could say with the same
righteous candour which other hon. members
have shown, that we need only fold our arms,
urge peace and do nothing to provoke another
country, in order to ensure the perpetuity
of peace in Canada. Let me ask these
pacifists if little Belgium provoked anybody
in 1914. Did she do anything to justify
invasion of her territory? Certainly not.
History will show future generations, just
as the actual facts have proved to us, that a
country can be not only invaded but ran-
sacked in spite of its peaceful feelings and
strict neutrality. Against whom do we arm?
This is what the hon. member for Bellechasse
(Mr. Boulanger) said last Tuesday evening:

We are arming not against somebody in
particular, but rather against anybody. It is
impossible to foresee what we shall do with this
army that we wish to make more efficient and
more mobile. What we can say to our fellow-
citizens is that we want an army which is
really useful and which we can use in case of
emergency. Against whom do we arm? Many
of us have an accident insurance policy for
which we have been paying premiums since
15, 20, 25 or 30 years. We have not yet been
hit by a motor car, and still we keep on paying

the premiums. It is impossible to say on whick
date, at which time and by which car we may
be hit some day.

Sir, we are not arming against anybody, but
we want everybody to know that we are
ready to defend our own country. With
regard to danger from the outside, nobody in
this house can give us the assurance that we
are immune.

Again, the pacifists say that everything is
fine within our borders and that we do not
need any protection on that account. But
is that statement in conformity with the facts?
The hon. member for Beauharnois-Laprairie
(Mr. Raymond), who spoke with such com-
mon sense and judgment last Monday eve-
ning, provided us with ample material for
reflection on the menace from within. He
said:

Quite recently, speaking about the strike in
the General Motors plants, Father Coughlin
pointed out the influence of communism in
that strike, and he brought to the attention of
the authorities, before it might be too late,

the threat of a revolution. During that strike
the civil and judicial authorities were flouted.

He also pointed out the fact that Canadians
have left their country to enlist in the
Spanish army. Is it not true, Mr. Speaker,
that the press daily brings to light the fact
that we are living in disquieting times? Do
the events in Spain not cause grave concern
to the hon. member for Vancouver North?
Does he consider as a purely local incident
the shocking trials which her people are
going through? Like myself, I am sure he
reads the Canadian Veteran, and has he
not read in its January issue the following
editorial?

With German and Italian “volunteers” form-
ing the major strength of the forces under
command of rebel General Franco, plus the
prospective addition of several thousand
Japanese, on one side; and a large so-called
international force aiding the Spanish govern-
ment on the other side, the war in Spain long
since has lost its purely domestic significance.
If there had been no outside interference prior
to and at the outset, the uprising would have
found its own solution in short order for
neither faction had the materials with which
to wage war for long. But Il1 Duce saw in
Franco’s bid for dictatorship an opportunity of
making the Mediterranean a truly Italian sea;
the Fuehrer envisioned a cordon of nations
hemming in France, plus an opportunity of
regaining a foothold in Africa. Stalin was
aroused by the dual threat to this first real
prospect of extending the World International
movement beyvond Russia.

So Spain has become the cockpit of a little
“Great War,” her towns and cities ravaged,
her people starved and murdered, her treasures
destroyed, her social and economic life wholly
disrupted. Whatever eventuates, Spain can
only be a pliant tool in the hands of foreign
schemers for years to come, an unwilling threat
to the peace of the world.



