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The Budget-Mr. Finn

Mr. FINN: Since 1 have had the honour
of occupying a seat in t.his House I have
spoken only once, at four o'clock in the morn-
ing, for ten or fifteen minutes, and I have
not since that timne, except to intenject a
remark or two, taken up any of the time o!
the House. I feit here was an opportun-
ity to deal with the situation in the Maritime
provinces, and to give hon. gentlemen lu the
Progressive party who represent our Canadian
West in this House an opportuuity of hearing
some of the things we expeet to «have doue and
some of the things that are being doue and
that we are helpiug to do. 1 regret exceed-
iugly that wheu the representatives of the
Progressive group wcre lu the City of Haifax,
through a lose iu my imniediate family I was
unable to extend to them a hearty welcome,
but 1 called at the provincial parliameut
buildings and through Mr. McBnide expressed
my regrets at beîug unable to greet themn per-
sonally. I should have liked to show theni lu
a kindly way some of the advantages of
Halifax, which I kuow was doue by the hou.
member for Halifax (Mn. Black) during their
stay lu our city.

Iu conclusion, I wish to say that there are
a few things we desire the governneut to do
at the earliest possible date. Our terminals at
Halifax are not completed. There is a differ-
ence of opinion as to whether the mouey that
was spent was spent ln the right place or not,
but the stage for questiouing that has passed.
With these ships calliug at the pont of Hall-
fax, and with immigrants pourng lu through
that port and beiug cannied over the Canadian
National railways, it is uecessary that the im-
migration sheds at the south end pien should
be completed at as eanly a date as possible.
The landing quay is 2,500 feet lu leugth and
will accommodate three ships alongside. each
from six to seven hundred f eet lu length. It
will accommodate their passengers and the
freiglit they have. Pier No. 2 is the most
up-to-date plan eithen lu the United States or
Canada. It waa buiît during the time the
Minister of Finance (Mn. Fielding) was Acting
Minister of Railways, and I have not the least
hesitation lu saying that if the plan of the
then Minister of Railways had been carnied out
and the »rminals had been built in the imner
harbour, we would uot have had the- condition
we have to-day as regards the south eud
terminal, but as I say, the time for discussing
that has gone by. I would like the goven-
meut to give cousideratiou at the earliest
date possible to the finishing of these sheds
lu onder that we may have the facilities to
handle the passeuger and freight traffic that
is coming into our port.

1 might say further that when the elevator
la built and ocean steamships cau get at
Halifax the basic cargo of wheat which, they
%Il need, it is my hope and belief that these
ships that are now going on to Portland wili
make Halifax their port and get their basic
cargo there,. and thereby save two days on the
round trip. Comiug into the port of Halifax
is a day shorter for the ships than to go to
Portland, and they save a day going back to
the Old Land, or two days on the round trip.
That is a tremendous saving to these high..
powered ships of great tonnage, which. are
run at great expeuse. But if the basic cargo
of wheat can be provided at Halifax these
ships will of necessity make Halifax their home
port on this side of the Atlantic, and in that way
employment will be given to our stevedores,
the ships will buy their supplies iu Halifax,
and the cnews will spend their mouey in our
city and some of the prosperity of the old
days wiil corne back. I say that with good
hope because it would inean a saving of a
whole month during the year to the steamship
companies. Each ship would be able to make
two trips more in the year. If that is so, with
our facilities at the port of Halifax, and with
the freight. rate to Halifax the same as to
Portland there is no reason why we should
flot corne into our own.

I place these mattens before the goverument
and I hope they will receive f air consider-
ation and action. I know that the revenues
of this country are used almost to the limit.
I ar n ot goiug to ask fpr impossibilities, but
surely if our railroads are goiug to
brng returns and help reduce the de-
ficit, this will be rney well spent, and
a penny speut wiscly is speut well. I thank
you, Mr. Speaker, and hon. membens for
listeniug to me at this length to-night. My
only justification is my interest ln the Mari-
time provinces. I have tried to place before
you sorne of the reasons that have actuated
me in the action I have taken, both as a mem-
ber of the legislature and goverumeut of Nova
Scotia, and also as a member of the Parlia-
ment of Canada, as a trustee not only for the
people of Halifax but for the people of Nova
Scotia. Let us ail look forward with the
hope of a united Canada, a hope that wiil
mean snuch to un on this side and hon.
gentlemen opposite.

Mr. WI:LLIAM ELLIO'IT (South Water-
loo): Mr. Speaker, after listeuing for three
hours and thirty-five or forty minutes to the
address from the hon. member for Halifax
(Mr. Finn), I have corne to one or two con-
clusions. The main conclusion which I have
arrived at la that the competition has shifted


