
JUNE 23, 1919 386,

the privileges of the Act soldiers of other
armies who 'wer£f lo-t ordinarily resident in
Canada before the war, the Bill gives the
Board power to exact a largier percentage
of caish price than is exacted from soldiars
cf the Canadiani Expeditionary Force. I
think it will likely be the part of wisdom
for the Board te exercise that power, be
cause, however successful « man might have
been in agriculture in another country, hie
will not, otheir things being equal, ha as
suocessful in Canada as a man who has
been engaged in agriculture in this country,
there is no back-to-tha-land movement so
good as the movement of the sotdiers of the
country back-to-the-land in Canada. That
is tha best hack-to-the-land movement thare
can be in the world, and consequently we
propose to push that to tha fullest, and
in admitting to the privilages of the Act
other than the soldiers of this -country we
halieve it will ba the part of wisdom to lay
down rather more strict provisions than are
applicable to Canadian men.

Mr. PETER McGIBBON: Can we feai
reasonabiy assurad that the men who neyer
wvent beyond Canada will corne under this
Act in the near futureP

Mr. MEIGHEN: In tha Bill as now sub-mnitted the qnly men who did not go heyond
Canada who will ha admitted te the privi-
lages of the Act are thosa who ware injured
in Canada, or whose injuries, previously
sustained, were aggravated in Canada.

Lat me ernphasize in this connection, and
thîs has particularly to do with the ques-
tion raisad by the hion. membar for Ottawa
this morning as to extanding these or simi-
lar benefits to other than farniers, that the
great primary cbject of this Bill is not to
afford a gratuîty or reward to the soldier. If
that were its basic principla and its flrst

j purpose, it would inevitably follow that the
saine gratuity or raward, or one on equal
scale, would have to be extended to ail. The
primary and great principle of this 'Bill is
te secura settiers on the lands of this count-
try-to secure settlement of our idie lands,
and to make settiers of those who have
proven thamselves the hackbone and stay
of the nation in its troubla. We beliave that
we cannot hetter fortify this country againat
the waves of unrest and discontent that
now assail us, as ail the reat of the world,
than by making the greatest possible pro-
portion of the soldiers of our country settiers
upon our land. 0f course, every class of
citizen is nacessary to constitute the
national life, but tbe class of citizen that
counts the rnost in tha datermination of the

stability of a country against such forces as
I mentioned a moment ago is undouhtadly
the basic class-the agricultural class. That
class is the mainstay of the nation. So the
purpose of this Bill is a national one pri-
marily. Its purpose is to strengthan the
fibre of this country by building into the
basic industrial structure of the hast hlood
and honas of our nation.

I stated at the opening that we were giv-
ing assistance at a scale more liheral than
had ever hean undartaken hy any institu-
tion looking te financial profit, and that is
essential. We believe that wa shahl in the
main ba protectad -against loss, flrst cf ail
hy the advantagas that we give thesa men,
leaving tham f ree te discharga their obliga-
tiens and maka a living for thei? families
untrammalled hy the m-any hurdens which
the ordinary settler has te carry. That, we
think, is our flrst sacurity against loss. We
helieve that the system cf sup-ervision that
we shahl exarcise will ha the second; and
the character cf the men, as salacted by oui
qualification. hoards will be the third,-the
last but net the laast. Nevartheless, with
all thesa pracautions we are certain te have
soe loss. lIt would ha entirely chimarical
te imggine that we can ventura without
seme boss upon this fleld Of activity, into
which I think no othar nation has evar yat
entared, at ail avents on the scale which wa
now hava in view. Indaed, ne othar coun-
try has avar yet attainptad te do the work
that is beingundartaken hy tha'board in
tha way cf provision of chattels, stock, and
equipment. Be far as lI know,' this is dis-
tinctly a new venture not launched upon in
«ny other country that conducts, aither
through the state or otharwise, enterprisas
cf a similar character. As I say, it would
ha futile to hôpe that we can sava ourselvas
from loss altogather, but it is a mnattar cf
encouragement to flnd, looking ovar the
whobe class cf men who have comas in and
are now sattlers by virtua of our law, that
there aee very' few, indead, who are noît
adapting thamsalves to thair environment
and whÔ are net actually cultivating the
land in the most promising mannar. 0f
thosa whù might ha said tè ha net altogathar
promising-thay are not many-most il not
ail came in and sattlad under the 1917 Act
bafore any systam cf salaction whataver was
in force. The man h-ad the right under
that Act to go in and taka homastaads, and
once they teck their hcmastaads they could
corne and get boans. Soea cf those are not
sucoaading, but so far aven that proportion
is not large. We find, howavar, much bat.
tar results whare the men hava been first cf


