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Mr. FOSTER. The country is payinlg for
i t.

Mr. FIELDING. We are not paying any-
thing.

Mr. FOSTIEI. The hion, gentleman knows
that very well, that whatever amount of
bonds, stocks or security is issued by a
iailway, the country has to pay for it in
the end as the profits on the capitalization
uust be paid out of the freights so that
the country is interesteti iin it. I thinik tCe
country ouglit to have some more infor-
mation.

-Mr. FIELDING. Does mny hon. friond lin-
iigine that a company would be willing to
pay an exorbitant brice for the railway
simply on the chance of coming before the
Raiiway Commission and being permitted
to charge high rates ? We are heund to
lielieve that in a commercial transact0on
tLis company is paying a fair commercial
value. If thero is any reaseni to suppose
that the contrary is the case that would
bc.. a mnatter for investigation, but if the
cempany value that read as so mnafy mil-
lions and are willing te pay that price
for it, I do not knew why we sbould object.

Mr. POSTER. 1 think we should de-
înand the reason wby this price is paid. You
can talk as much as yen like with referonce
to the matter, but bore Is the fundamental
idea xvithi reforence to the plirchase of this
read. Thoro was a difference ef opinion
hetweea two parties. One was of opinion
tiiat the road should be built and operated
by the government in order to get as cheap
rates as possible for the country. The other
took a different view.

\Ir. FIELDING. Whicb party took that
voew ?

Mr. FOSIER. My hon. frienti is intelli-
gent enougli te know that.

MNr. FIELDING. 1 know, that my hon.
tiind 10 bis left repndiated that.

MNr. FOSTER. That is a simali kind of
argument. I supposed the hion. menîber
would give credit rather than otberwise for
îa certain ameunt of independence in buis
Heuse, but the Finance Minister seems to
think that everything on each side of the
Speaker shoulti he reduced to a dead level,
the clead lovel te whilh hoe has been success-
fui in reducing everything on bis own side.
But on this sie w-c ývill have differoivîes
of opinion and independenceo0f *Judginin
and se theso matters corne up. The gev-
ernment teok the opposite plan and said:
NO, we will put this in the hands of a great
corporation, and this is the follow'ing ont
of that plan. The wholo argument fer
this w-as that the country was geing te
get a great international route of traflie.

Mr. FOSTER.

Weo propose te mlalte the trade gi) te Canla
dimît ports, and bho carricdl through Caniada.
The w-vte do tuiaI w\otuld he te reuco th
rates as far as pessible. if an exorbitant
prico is te be paid for this rend it wou1l
militate agninst tbat argument. Whatever
the stocks or bonds as I said befere, the
traffic lu the end will have te pay for thein.
thie trnffic of the country bas te meet the
exponditure andi pay the price paid. If
tIiere is any information of that kind whicb
Las been threshed out in the Railway Com-
mittee the promoter eft he Bill sheulti be
able te g-ive it te lus.

Mr. HENDERSON. Many iininhers iii thi,.
lieuse w-i remember that the progre.s (-f
this Bihl w-as practically arresteti by the M-Ninl
ister of Railways w-heui lie alneuncod thl
w-hen the Bill came Up lhl the IIou11e 11o
w-ould make a statement w-ltl regard 10
soie matter tvbicb he did liet thoi n maRc
pl 1ain te the committee. I amn not sure that
the discussion of the Bihllu ie coinînitiec_
w-vas net restricteti seînewliat ewing te hie

announcement made by the Ministor of Rail-
-ays. There seems te he consiilerable that

bas net vet come eut in regard te tbis inatter.
1 w-euld suggest te the l)iomoer of tbe Bi11
that netbing would ho lest by allew-iug it
te stand over because the .9ennte is lii ail
jeurn until thie 2nd of MaNlY. lb is very iai-
portant te consider this w-bol question asi
te w-hether this hendoti indebdness sîxîli
bo $14,000,000 or $16,000,000, because thie
value Of the runiiing rigbts wll depend ma-
terially on w-bat the r-aihroad w-ill est the
Grand Trunk Raîlway. We sheulfi not stil-
tify ourselvos hy passing this Bill iow andi
putting it lu tho mnoutb of the Grand Trui
railway te say that because the railread
cest tbem $2.000,000 more than it otberwise
sbeuld the goverument w-ill bave te pay a
higber price for thie running rigbts. 1 do0
net understand that thore is any desire tai
ebs-truct the Bill lii any w-ny, but -we mi,-lit
just as wl ohbave it postponed until Weidnes-
day- or Friday next w-bon Nve can obtain the
iieuess-ary information rather than te, have it

prosseti tbreugbi the flouse to-day.

Mir. E. MN. MIACDONALD. 1 arn extroee
IN lesirons te gix e any informnation whO
i;ii lien. friond may require, but thie soli-
Uindce of the hon. gentleman (Mr. Monder-
sea) that this Bill should pass is rathor sus-
pioieus, judging hy the various'reasons that
have licou giveln frem turne te tinue ai to

wlyit sheulid net pass. 1 understoed th:îî
w-lioni tue govorninient hrought dow'n thoir
Bihl and gave certain explanations e\-ery -
tlîiiî w-euld be levely. and as this is preh-
affly the hast day w-e can have for discussing
Inivate Bis 1 amn afraiti thnt the more
heur w-bich ini future will ho alleted w-enl
neot ho sufflicioiit toeonable these hion. geutie-
,),pi te get ail thie information tbey seeîîî
te do-ire. Thore are ne fundamental objec-
1 jln: te the Bili apparentl ' , and 1 ainxio
thî;t i -ibenld ho ailvanced a stage. The
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