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This gathering strength in international relations
makes possible a stronger projection of Canada's security
policy . This security policy is multi-dimensional . As Prime
Minister Mulroney has outlined it :

"The pursuit of arms control and disarmament has
its place beside the defence effort, peace-keeping
and conflict resolution . All are essential
components of Canada's approach to international
peace and security . "

Canadian security policy must respond to an
international environment dominated by the rivalry between
East and West . These two groups of nations, each led by a
superpower, are in conflict, a conflict of ideas and values .
They are divided on how politics should be conducted, society
ordered, and economics structured . They are divided on the
value of personal freedom, on the importance of the rule of
law, and on the proper relationship of the individual to the
society . In this conflict, Canada is not neutral . Our
values and our determination to defend freedom and democracy
align us in the most fundamental way with other Western
nations . Thus, Canada is a dedicated member of NATO, whose
importance lies not only in countering the military threat
from the Warsaw Pact but also in its political support for
democratic institutions and for improved East-West political
relations . Neither NATO's nuclear nor conventional arms will
ever be used except in response to aggression .

As a result of its membership, Canada has been able
to make a serious and constructive input to the important
arms control negotiating efforts in Geneva, Stockholm, and
Vienna . And we are working on ways for NATO to bette r
project the positive qualities of its collective and
cooperative security arrangements . Without the continuing
direct opportunity to act and react, our influence on such
events would be dramatically reduced .

Accordingly, Canada has commitments to its defence
partners, which are expressed in the recent Defence White
Paper . As Mr . Clark noted, Canada intends "to modernize our
capacity to meet our Alliance and Atlantic commitments ."


