ind we rnust be ourselves. Despite our deep and
abiding fricndship, we remain two distinct peoples, alike
where it counts and diffecrent where it counts. For America,
there has been the agony of civil war; the courageous act,
onc of the finest in all history, of facing up to and
subduing racial intolerance and bigotry. There has been also
America's remarkable resurgence after the tragedy of Viet
Nam and the recent constitutional crisis; the reaffirmation
of that moral strength that helped to build the United States
and upon which Americans have always been able to draw in
difficult and trying times.

From our side of the border, we Canadians have watched
the fascinating drama of a developing, evolving America,
sometimes with concern, often with admiration and even envy
and always with affection. Canadians appreciate the terrible

burden of world leadership the United States has assumed, the

remarkable generosity it has displayed and the equanimity
with which it continues to endure the harsh and often
unreasonable criticism that power and leadership cannot seem

to escape.

Often around the world I sece and hear glaring examples
of man's ingratitude and of a widespread lack of comprehension
of what the United States is secking to accomplish. Those arec
times when it is my pleasure to scek to put the record straight;

to say "they're our neighbors and they're not like that at all."

Canada has followed its own road to nationhood; different
from that of the United States but in its own way no less A
troubled and difficult and no less rewarding. We possess today,
on our half of this North American continent, a land of proud

...lo




