
16. The drafting of any ruling shall remain the exclusive responsibility of the panel and must 
not be delegated.

17. If a procedural question arises that is not covered by the provisions of this Chapter, 
including this Annex, the panel may adopt an appropriate procedure that is compatible with those 
provisions.

18. When the panel considers that there is a need to modify any time limit applicable in the 
proceedings or to make any other procedural or administrative adjustment, it shall inform the 
Parties in writing of the reasons for the change or adjustment and of the period or adjustment 
needed.

Hearings

19. The chair of the panel shall fix the date and time of the hearing in consultation with the 
Parties and the other members of the panel, and confirm this information in writing to the Parties. 
This information shall also be made publicly available by the Party' in charge of the logistical 
administration of the proceedings unless the hearing is closed to the public.

20. Unless the Parties agree otherwise, the hearings shall alternate between the territories of 
the Parties with the first hearing to take place in the territory of the Party complained against.

21. The panel may convene additional hearings if the Parties so agree.

22. All panellists shall be present during the entirety of any hearing.

23. The following persons may attend the hearing, irrespective of whether the hearing is 
closed to the public or not:

(a) representatives of the Parties;

(b) advisers to the Parties;

(c) administrative staff, interpreters, translators, and court reporters; and

(d) panellists’ assistants.

Only the representatives and advisers of the Parties may address the panel.

24. No later than five days before the date of a hearing, each Party shall deliver to the panel a 
list of the names of persons who will make oral arguments or presentations at the hearing on 
behalf of that Party and of other representatives or advisers who will be attending the hearing.

25. Hearings shall be open to the public, unless the Parties decide otherwise. Hearings shall 
be held in closed session when the submissions and arguments of a Party contain confidential 
information.
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