
Promote the collection and publication of national statistics to generate information on the 
ethnic composition and socio-economic characteristics of indigenous populations in order 
to define and evaluate the most appropriate policies to address needs; 

Support the process of reform of the Inter-American Indian Institute, based on extensive 
consultations among states and indigenous peoples of the Hemisphere, and further develop 
processes to ensure broad and full participation of indigenous peoples throughout the 
inter-American system, including in the discussions on the Proposed American Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples; 

17. CULTURAL DIVERSITY 

Recognizing that respect for and value of cultural diversity contribute to social and economic 
dynamism, and are positive factors in the promotion of good governance, social cohesion, human 
development, human rights and peaceful co-existence in the Hemisphere, and that the effects of 
globalization offer great possibilities for the promotion of cultural diversity, but also raise concerns 
about the ability of some communities to express certain aspects of their cultural identity; further 
recognizing the unique role of cultural property in the strengthening of geographic, social, historic 
and anthropological bonds within societies; acknowledging the need to strengthen strategies to 
prevent the illicit trafficking in cultural property which is detrimental to the preservation of the 
collective memory and cultural heritage of societies and threatens the cultural diversity of the 
Hemisphere; and bearing in mind that the General Assembly of the UN declared the year 2001 as 
the Year of Dialogue Among Civilizations; 

Enhance partnerships and exchanges of information, including through the use of 
information and communications technologies, by holding a series of seminars among 
experts, government officials and representatives of civil society on the importance of the 
linguistic and cultural diversity of the Hemisphere to promote a better acceptance, 
understanding, appreciation and respect among the peoples of the region; 

Encourage the convocation of a meeting at the ministerial or highest appropriate level, with 
the support of the ClDI, to discuss cultural diversity with a view to deepening hemispheric 
cooperation on this issue; 

Create an environment to foster awareness and understanding of cultural and linguistic 
diversity of countries in the Americas, through a variety of means, including the use ofnew 
communications technologies as well as the Internet; support, by means of broad 
collaboration, new media projects which promote inter-cultural dialogue through the 
production and distribution of cultural products created for television, film, the recording 
industry, the publishing industry and the electronic media; enrich the diversity of cultural 
content of these industries, inter alia through the preservation and restoration of cultural 
property and through the return of illegally acquired cultural property in accordance with our 
international obligations; 
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