
Some "old constraints and new opportunities" for early warning are summarized in Table
3. Recent breakthroughs in information gathering, analysis and dissemination have been
possible, thanks mostly to the rapid increase in computing power and the availability of the
Internet. Stili, this increase in information collection and handling has flot resulted li a
functioning early warning (EW) system. No unit within the UN Secretariat, including the office
of the Secretary-General, has yet produced a series of early warnings. While the UN is flot
expected to match the major powers ini the ability to gather and process information about
impending threats, in order to do early warning, its capabilities need to be substantially
increased.
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