
We will strengthen national, hemispheric, and international efforts aimed at 
environmental protection as a basis for sustainable development that provides 
human beings a healthy and productive life in harmony with nature. The 
commitments undertaken at the Miami Summit and the Summit on Sustainable 
Development held in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, provide a solid basis for 
strengthening our actions. As parties to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change, we underscore the importance of working 
together to f-urther fulfillment of the agreement reached at the Conference in 
Kyoto, Japan, and to promote its ratification in our countries. Moreover, we will 
work closely to make preparations for a Conference of the Parties to be held in 
November of this year in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

We acknowledge that the development of energy links between our countries and 
the intensification of trade in the energy sector strengthen and foster the 
integration of the Americas. Energy integration, based on competitive and 
transparent activities, and in compliance with national conditions and objectives, 
contributes to the sustainable development of our nations and to the improvement 
of the quality of life of our people with minimum impact on the environnent. 

Recognizing the importance of, and positive role played by hemispheric 
institutions, particularly the Organization of American States (OAS), we instruct 
our Ministers to examine the strengthening and modernizing of these institutions. 

We reaffirm our will to continue strengthening intra-hemispheric dialogue and 
cooperation within the framework of friendship and solidarity that inspires our 
nations. 

Done in Santiago, Chile, on this the 19th day of April, 1998, in the Spanish, 
French, English and Portuguese languages. 
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