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Recognizing that States should enact effective environmental
legislation, that environmental standards, management objectives and
priorities should reflect the environmental and developmental context to
which they apply, and that standards applied by some countries may be
inappropriate and of unwarranted economic and social cost to other
countries, in particular developing countries,

Recalling the provisions of General Assembly resolution 44/228 of
22 December 1989 on the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development, and resolutions 43/53 of 6 December 1988, 44/207 of
22 December 1989, 45/212 of 21 December 1990 and 46/169 of
19 December 1991 on protection of global climate for present and future
generations of mankind,

Recalling also the provisions of General Assembly resolution 44/206
of 22 December 1989 on the possible adverse effects of sealevel rise on
islands and coastal areas, particularly low-lying coastal areas and the
pertinent provisions of General Assembly resolution 44/172 of
19 December 1989 on the implementation of the Plan of Action to Combat
Desertification,

Recalling further the Vienna Convention for the Protection of the
Ozone Layer, 1985, and the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete
the Ozone Layer, 1987, as adjusted and amended on 29 June 1990,

Noting the Ministerial Declaration of the Second World Climate
Conference adopted on 7 November 1990,

Conscious of the valuable analytical work being conducted by many
States on climate change and of the important contributions of the world
Meteorological Organization, the United Nations Environment Programme and
other organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations system, as
well as other international and intergovernmental bodies, to the exchange
of results of scientific research and the coordination of research,

Recognizing that steps required to understand and address climate
change will be environmentally, socially and economically most effective
if they are based on relevant scientific, technical and economic
considerations and continually re-evaluated in the light of new findings
in these areas,

Recognizing that various actions to address climate change can be

justified economically in their own right and can also help in solving
other environmental problems,

Recognizing also the need for developed countries to take immediate
action in a flexible manner on the basis of clear priorities, as a first
step towards comprehensive response strategies at the global, national




