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(Mr._Ramaker, Netherlands)

In coacludirg oy statement, let me turn to the subject of chemical weapons.
At the cutset of the 1983 session of the Committee it was commonplace to hold the
view that vrz-~sp2cts for progress, if any, were to be found in the field of chemical
aisarmament negeiiniions. Such progress has not materialized. The head of
e S Tmsad e Al e T4zl Papublie of Germany, Ambassador Wegener,
eloguently ezuberaisd oa that dicappointing fact a week ago. The delegation of
the Lethariands rafctunately has to agd its voice to his. It must be clear that
if a delegrticn Y ouposes the aetalled views of another fails to submit a
correspordingly delailed proposal of its cwn, the basic tools for any valuable
regotiations are not available.

Yie arc informed -- even more frequently so in recent times — that it is too
early in ihe day t» proceed to the ultimate substantive phase cf negotiations on a
chemical wzzrcas tan. Such an assertion, no matier who makes recourse to it, hardly
seems comvincirg. i Netherlands holds the view that only in that ultimate phase
are delezations reall; forcad tc see eye to eye on the remaining key proolems.
Further éolay is hkard to zccept for all countries vhich, like the Netherlands,
have renounsz:d ibs ontion ci chemical weapons. :

T:is is art to s,y that some useful work has nct been carried out in 1983.
No deleritirn civy ionge. stands in the way of the incorporation of a use prohibition
in the scupz ¢f the conventiun. A good deal of progress was made on conditions,
structurcs ernA mechanisms for on-challenge verification. The problems relating
to key precurcozs LAve teen defined and analysed, so that the baesis has Dbeen laicd
for the.s *9 b eolvel in the hopefully near future.

In evalvetivs the pesitive results in the chemical weapons Working Grovp, one
must Lave the greatecl admiration for such men as Dr. Iundin of the Swedish
deleg=tion, who kas irorkeC longer than anyone else in the Committee on Disarmament
and ite prcaecessors witl unliring persistence for the cause of chemical disarmament,

Yotritl stundic 7 the advances made on many related issues, a breakthrouch in the
field of ti. :vmiinrin: ~f stoclpiledeclaration and dertruction was not achieved.,
The laudeble ericris ¢f the Polish delegation which co—ordinated the work on this
espset valevivnatcly wome nct masched by sufficiently forthcoming positions of
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