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The totem poles that line Canada's west coast were almost all carved during the nineteenth century. The 
figures were family symbols, similar to European heraldry, and illustrations of historical or mythical events. 
They were never worshipped, though some commemorated the dead. This one is on Village Island.
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This newsletter is published ten times each year. The views expressed are not necessarily those of the 
Canadian Government. Unless specifically noted, articles are not copyrighted and may be reproduced. If you 
have questions or comments or wish to be added to our mailing list, please be in touch—address and telephone 
number below. If you wish to change your address, be sure to include the number on the top line of your 
mailing label. Written by Tom Kelly, designed by fames True.
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