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cat; This present number ends the VARSITY’S third year of publi-
" 1?“-' Atits commencement we indicated what our own course
c ould be, and offered to university men its columns for the dis-
ussion of university and college matters without fear or favor.
C(;)r ourselves we have honestly endeavored to advocate what we
Urn_SIdered best for the university and college—for the forme:r
regmg stedfastly a systematic appeal to the people through their
Presentatives in the Legislative assembly. We have discussed
Oftsml;itter in season and out of season, and _believe that our ef-
and ¢ ave led to a more earnest consideration of the question,
tion };) the adoption of our views by those in authority. = Atten-
VOcat'as been repeatedly called to the present feebleness of Con-
shal] lon, and if our criticisms lead to an improved spirit, we
ot have written in vain,
stil] Int ¢ present state of ignorance which has prevailed and
Sim brevails as to what transpires in the Senate, it has been
ep Y Impossible to criticize or applaud as occasion 'demand'ed,
that ?}Y:élfdbonly the results to judge fli?rq and rejoice to thmkf
. 128 3 3
reVlViﬁcatio);_ ones are beginning to exhibit some symptons o
defere ith regard to college matters we have striven to pay due
ects n;]'cehto authorlty, but at the same time to show where de-
iconolalg t be remedxeq or abuses corrected. When would-be
v mOStS attempted with ruthless purpose to destroy some of
fort}, asSt }fherlshed.and most useful associations, we have stood
e hay the champlon of those 3nst1tut10ns_—~and successfqlly.
‘Some € on thg other hand., criticised the action of the Council in
COﬁlatters, but never without a due sense of what was due to
€ge and ourselves, ,
ates alilll(r columns have been open to graduates and undergradu-
few we he, and.many communications have been recelved..Some
done i ave with regret been compelled to decline. If this was
isc:l;ssioWas 1 no spirit of uqfairness or from any desire .to s_tlﬁe
Teceiveq v enerally spe:kamg, the letters and communications
egret ave been of a high order of excellence, and our only
~hope thats-been that we have not had more of them. It is our
15 g Univ@rlra the future as University men recognize that there
Cst, they §]1ty and college paper, fearless, independent and hon-
the trad; Will come to consider it as much a duty to write to it as
el onary Englishman does to write to the Z7mes.
to agy the ave to thank our contributors for their kindness and

the

ang °Pp01:n to continue their labor of love—while to our critics
Opinjq nts we wish a better frame of mind and a change of
botp, nerrour self-imposed and voluatary toil, which has been
So Crous and exacting, we desire no better thanks than

. ano; R
l“tertt:s.t‘ri];glrlble dlSPIaY on the part of the graduates of an active
€ University, and in the undergraduates of a con-

.led g :
thig Yealrlp&(:_t of this paper on the lines on which it has been

A REVIEW.

Th .
vel‘.Sit eacsonCIUSlon of another year in the annals of our Uni-
reVlew its ¢ Jten teached, and the hour has come in which to
Progregs. Otrllrse, and }r:ote the achievements which mark our
wid More than the achievements, the attempts also
?:d pr e;funrd fuller life,—baffled though they may ha\g)e been,
thig recop d? Perhaps as yet,—deserve an honorable mention
; for they more clearly reveal to the thoughtful

mind the deep, resistless currents of feeling, of which such at.
tempts are the imperfect expressions, but which may in the ful-
nessof time become all-important principles of action, recognized
and adopted by everyone.

And what character shall we give to the year, taken in the
aggregate of its activity? We cannot, indeed, boast of any
gigantic fact, such as Antigone was in the previous year. Has
there been stagnation? We have no hesitation in saying that
the steady and all-pervading growth of this year constitutes pro-
gress, steady and satisfactory, though perhaps not of the highest
kind ; in every department of the University results of perma-
nent value are recognizable, though their beginnings were ac-
companied by no violent upheavings which are so easily chron-
icled and so little deserving of historical fame.

A very important step has been taken by the powers that
watch over our interests in the Institution of Fellowships.
We may venture to prophesy, and certainly hope, that the
basis of this highly desirable institution is destined before
long to undergo much modification, but the fact that Fel-
lowships have been established at all is & memorable one,
and sure to result in great advantages to all parties. The
appointment of a Demonstrator in Physics, and an addi-
tional Lecturer in English, is another notable augmenta-
tion of the instruction department. The economical prin-
ciple of division of labor has§ also been applied to the under-
graduate body in the separation of Mathematics and Physics
into two distinct departments in the Fourth year, and the
Natural Science branch is petitioning the Senate for a special-
ization of their Fourth year work, so that a thorough acquaint-
ance with one subject may be the end of the Science course
instead of the diffuseness which exists at present.  Another
measure, surely as important as the above, has been passed by
the Senate at a recent meeting, providing for a reduction in
the number of examinations for which the unfortunate student
is obliged to cram up ; we rcjoice at the welcome intelligence,
and feel assured thatall real friends of University education wil
rejoice with us.

Among the undergraduates themselves, we have to notice
the fruitful growth of minor Sogieties in the various courses, in-
tellectual clubs in which the social element is not disregarded ;
the only Honor course which cannot yet boast of such a society
is the classical, but we may, at no distant date, have to record
the proceedings of meeting§ which discuss socially () whether
the primitive root in Sanscrit was ‘a’ or ‘i, and other absorbing
topics.
P The asthetic element of education has also had jts due sup-
port in the University this year. We have first to mention the
series of concerts and lecturns on music given at an early part
of the sessions in Convocation Hall by Mr. Lauder, our young
Toronto virtuoso, under the directions of a representative Com-
mittee. It is to be regretted that these admirably instructive
entertainments were not more largely taken advantage of, par-
ticularly by the undergraduates ; but all things must have a be-
ginning, and the University inay be proud of having led the way
in forwarding the interests of high-class music of this description
in Toronto. The Canadian Institute took up the cause by in-
serting a lecture on Wagner by the same young artist in their
course of popular lectures, and now Mr. Lauder’s recitals and
lectures are among the most prominent musical events in this
city,and the University has the honor of having introduced the

system. )
Y The Conversazione, too, was conducted with great enthusis



