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valour. It does not follow, however, that everyone, wvbat-
ever bis qualifications may be, should negleet or ignore these
questions. Such a theory would have hindered the progress
Of knowîedge in ail ages, and led men to acquiesce in ignor-
'Ince, however profound, ami in superstitions, hiowever abject
and degrading. That men animiated by the desire for trutb,
and equippeil witb adequate learning, should addict tbemt-
selves to such studies is oui' best guarantee that the truth
will be found. It is tlîeefore witlî interest that we note
that, at the Englisb Chur-ch Congress, niow being hield in the
city of Norwich, the criticisn af the Old Testament lias beeni
taken up and bandled with boldness and with reverence. On
the on1e hand, it wvas showî, that the abandonmient of certain
traditional views in no wav interfered with our belief iii
Divine revelation. On the other hand, it was broughit out
that the Mosaic age iii the East wvas a bighly literary one,
and that the Jsraelites must bave sbared in the, general
literary culture of tbe time. The books of the Old Testa-
,tient, Professor Sayce contended, are but a fragment of tbe
Hiebrew literatu,'e whichi once existed. It is quite likely
that sotte of tbe advance guard in criticismi mnay be going a
littie too fast ; but they are nearly ail iii the right spirit-
flearly ail-iii tbfe lo,ýe of trutli and witli a reverent regard
for the sacred documnents which tbey biandle.

(+ood Yfunieipal G-overi-neit.

IFN a note îast week we alluded iii unflattering terms to
the composition ofbte Toronto City Counicil. Ot

remarks attracted instant attention and have apparently
appealed to tbe sense of heavy tax-pavinz citizens. The
line we proposed was that these taxpayers should unite and
select front theinselves candidates to protect their interests.
We are aware that there is a so-called Ratepayers' Associa-
tion1 . It bias not been a success and bas been used as astumiping
ground by "cranks." Moderate business inen have not joined it,
Or if theylhave, liavelf'ft it iii disgust. Workof the kind wante(l
eannot be done at public meetings. Organization and work
Wvithout talk is wbiat is wanted. XVe bave hiad sent to us a
book froin New York called IlClub) Book of Good Govern-
nienît (Club A)." This book contains the history, conistitu-
tion and by laws of a Club in New York. This constitution
eonitains suggestions which miight be adopted liere in Toronto
and in other cities in the Dominion sutl'ering like Toronto
from the effects of municipal mismanagement.

It is necessary to premise that the control of I)eino-
cracy over public affairs must be reckoned with as a permanent
'nlatter. This control will grow more powerful in the future.
It is here to stay. Like other hunge unruly poxvers if it cati-
hlot be controlled it must be guided. There will be a strug-
gle between the respectable classes and demagogues. At
present the latter are in the ascendant. Nowhere is this
struggle fiercer than iii the United States. In Canada we
are on its tbreshold. In the States, in self-defence, the
better part of the cournmuaity have rallied and united, and
Onle experiment they have tried in thîs Club. Now, to sec
bow it operates:

id Its foundation was the first crystallization of a new
dea in municipal groverniment, which had been long working

111 the minds of political reforiners, but which, while long
-eemPlified in Europe, was entirely without practical applica,

tion i11 America. This idea, briefiy stated, is that city
9overriment is business, not polities ; that municipal oficers
8bould be elected or appointed with regard solely to their
Personal integrity and fitness for, the municipal service, with-
Out reference to their national party politics ; and that the

Penciu systemt of national party dictation of local candi-
dates calîs for the united action of ail good citîzens to rescue
'Amferican cities front its thraldoin."
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Club A was incorporated February 28th, 1893, and a
club bouse secured. Several bundred members were enrolled
within a year. Its first campaign was in November, 1893:, and
it very nearly elected its candidate iii spite of Tammnany Hall
and the Republican machine. In May, 1894, the Club united
with the famnous Committee of Seventy and put in Strontg as
Mayor and Goiff as Recorder. In Septemnber, 18941, to get
rid of the abomination of Tamnmany the Club united witli
the Jiepublicans in titis way. The Republicans accepted the
Club's candidates and the alliance kriocked out Tanany
Hall. Thus its influence bas been immediate and poxverful.
The Club is called Club A so that other clubs can be formed
on the saine basis in otbier cities. The first letter of the ai-
phabet indîcates that it is only the first of a series wvhich it is
lhoped will foliow. The initiation fee is one dollar. The dues
are six dollars a year, payable monthly or annually. No
member cati be unider eiglhteen years of age. Up to
twenty-one years he pays hiaîf fees only. A candidate for
election to membership in the Club must lie proposed and
seconded by members able from personal knowledge to vouclb
for bis respectability and fitness to be a mnember. .Juniors
cannot vote, but otherwvise bave club privileges.

The formation of this Club) is a proof that in New
York, at all cvents, the better classes are tired of misgovern-
nment. Tbey sec that organization is necessary. It pays
thein better to unite and keep up a Club like this Club A,
ani thereby have a permanent centre thtan to sec their pro-
perty stolen front themn. Eacb mant taxes bimself bis mnt-
bership fec to save hiniself f ront being taxed bv the rascais
who bave hiitherto donc the business.

Tbe selection of candidates and the discussion of mîuni-
cipal q1uestions can, in sucb an institution, be carried on iii a
reasonably calm manner.

In the consideration of ahl scheïnes of municipal reformn
it must not be lost sight of that, as we have said, Deniocracy
is bei-e to stay. it is after all the saving principle of society.
Ant educated Democracy is the only salvation fromt anarcby
on one hand and Despotism on tbc otber. The Anglo-Saxon
race is developing this principle. W/bat is wanted is what
we have flot got yet. Organization of the bette,' elemnents,
The xvorse element lias been well organized. The political
parties in Canada are just as bad in their smail way as the
political parties in other countries. W/bat the ordinary
citizen wants in municipal matters is a inan who can say "la
plague o' botb your bouses." This Club idea bas tbis advant-
age. It is open to ail theoretically. Practically notorious
schemers, faddists, and cranks wouid be ostracized. The
decent members would leave tbem in the cold where they
ougbit to be. Those who belong to the Club wouid get, be-
sides, some value for their money. Properly and economi-
cally rnanaged it could be made to pay. The younger men
coul(l lie attracted and learn the science of fair goverrament
instead of joining hostile politiécal clubs where they are tauglit
the most approved methods of log-rollinÏ.

At ahl events whether this Utopia is ever arrived at the
time bas corne in Toronto when the better classes must unite.
Unis, they deliberately prefer to -sec their city ruicd, they
must agree to take turns to mouint guard. To save the rest
of their property they must sacrifice their time and a little of
their înoney. It is their fault that things are as thcy are.
They themselves are the sufferers. Wlhat is property in
Toronto worth to-day ?i Look at the local tax rates. The

public school system as couducted is legalized robbiery. Un-
less our unerchants and bankers and tradesmen wish to con-
tinue to keep a, horde of grcedy suckers they must joifi bands,
organize, select men for each ward-canvass and plump
for them-and thus inake a beginning to get the neces-
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