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and bis language generally betrays a ten-
dency to grandiloquence which is sometimes
ou t of aympathy with the theme. lis
similes, too, are sometimes greatly over-
strained. Thus, for example, in the IlEven-
ing Scene," Lake Erie appears

e' softly calni,
Cahn as the thoughts that soothe the dyiiïg

jbreast
As the sotîl passes to tîle great I AM.

To one who lives beside Lake Ontario'
right on the shore, and who delights in its
rnany moods, this is a somewhat strange
simile. The receptive sou] will be filled at
turnes with an exultant spirit and at other
turnes cannot but feel awed in the presence
of one of the mighty wonders of creation,
but these are not the feelings of a dying
man.

Again the patriotic poem IlBrock" is
spoiled, in one stanza at least, by references
to the martyrs, beroes. poets or sages, of
wbich Brock is one.

wres tlîur xvi th s in e I '!Hh À À 1 roii g,
In prayer, iii thtînder, tiouglît, or soîlg
Briareu li 1 ini(, tliey sweep along,

'l'le 'I'ph is of thic tilue."

But though our poet bas fauits wbich
would have been eiiminated by careful re-
vihion, these faulte are of little moment
compared witb the true poetic instinct, the
love of nature and the truly religious fer-
vor of the inspired singer.

L. E. H-ORNING.

MONTREAL LETTER.

The Montreal Corn Exchange Associa-
tion bas selected Mr. John Torrance as its
representative on the Board of Harbour
Commissioners. Mr. Torrance is the head
of the well known shipping firin of IDavid
Torrance & Co., and a man of ability and
integrity, and well able to look after the
affairs of the harbour to the interesis of the
city and the shipping. The city bah been
ordered by the courts to do work wbich it
is not prepared to do ; that is, to extend St.
Lawrence Street and St. Lambert 1Hil1 to
the river. This means bundreds of tbou-
sands of dollars of expenditure to be met by
taxation. The city cannot borrow any
more money, for it hes already reached the
limit of its borrowing power, and the tax
which i8 neceEsary to raise the money wili
faîl heavily on the citizens who have at

present too mucb to, pay to make living
profitable. The new street will wipe out a
number of old landmarks and will take a
suice off the big convent of the Sisters of
the congregation of Notre Dame. It is
likely, however, that an appeal wili be made
to a higher court and even if it does not
turn in favour of the city, it will give itesome
time Lo thinir over the matter.

The annual convention of the Canadian
Electrical Association was beid in this city
last week and a large number of delegates
carne from the two older Provinces. Mr.
J. J. Wright, of Toronto, President of the

Associaltion, presided. Papers on varions
subjects kindred to their craft were read
and discussed and the members profited
rauch thereby. They also enjoyed the
usual pleasures pertaining to a convention
and were courteously received by the vari-
o us scientiflo societies and associations.
Tbey paid a visit to McGill University at
the speciai invitation of the Faculty of Ap-
plied Science, and Prof. Asbley Carus-Wii-
son, of the Electrical Departinent, and in-
spected the electnical laboratories and made
prectical tests on soins of the apparatus.

THE WEEK.

The Governor-General and lier Excel-
lency Lady Aberdeen were in the city for a

day or two lest week. lier Exceliency i8

still deeply interested in the welfare of the

Irish Industries Association, and she took
the opportunity of visiting the establish-

ment of Messrs. John Murphy, who are

the agyents of the association for the sale of

Irish laces. 0f course there were many

ladies there to meet ber, and in a practical

speech she pointed out the beauties of the

Irish goods. She appealed to aIl who were

interested in Ireland te sup)port the effort

of the association to bring Irish manufac-

tures before the public, and thus belp along

the poor working peasants of the Green

Isle. She even, for the moment, turned

saleswoman, and displayed the goods,
pointing out their good qualities, and effeet-
ing sales witb ail the vim of a smart clerk.

Lady Aberdeen bas, indeed, a warmn heart

for the old sod.

Police matters are still taking up a

good deal of attention and public sentiment
is strongly in favor of a thorougb investi-

gation into the workings of the department.
A large fund is being raised by private
subseription for the purpose of bringing
about that end. The committee of inves-

tigation, as was expected, was drawn en-

tirely froin the City Council and is coir-

posed of seven membere, four of whom
bave, it is generally believed, strong lean-

inge towards the police departinent. This

is unfortunate for the loyers of law and

order, and they find that they wiii have to

maire every effort in order to override tbe

feeling of the majority of the committee
and force into the light the doings of the

police wbicb have aroused public feeling
and whicb, should warrant the complete re-

organization of the departinent. The coin-
inittee have opened ite proceedings by adver-
tising for evidence, and it will sit on October

2nd for the purpose of hearing wbat

evidence may be forthcoming. It is to

help in the gathering of the necessary
evidence that tbe fund is being raised.

For a few short months only bas this

city and the suburhs enjoyed the benefits
wbich are derived frein two gas companies

in opposition to each other. Fromn the or-

ganization of the Consuiners Gas Company
until tbe present time, tbe citizens in some

sections bave enjoyed cbeap gas and they

were congratuiating themeelves on the

pleasant tlom of affaira when a rumor of

the amalgamation of the two companies

spread over the city and sbattered the

hopes of the long-suffering citizens for

cheap light and beat. The oid price was

$1.40 per thousand cubic feet until a reduc-

tien of 10 cents per thousand if paid with.

in a certain turne. Then there was a meter

rent wbicb ran from 40 cents a quarter for

a three-ligbt meter up. The new coinpany
supplied the gas at tbe rate of $1,00 per

tbousand feet and gave the ineter free of

charge besides allowing a discount if tbe

bis were paid promptiy. Gas for cooking
was supplied at about ninety cents net.

Tbis is wbat the citizens had wished for

for inany a day and tbey applauded the
young company and slapped it on the bacr
and said they would take its gas. ThE
young compaliy was full of energy and
said it would release the city f romn tbe great

monster wbich was living upon its îife'î
blood and on the strength of this secureè
aIl the privilegesi it wanted and went aloni
merrily with its work, putting in mains an(
building its works and suppiying the citizen
with a better gas than they bad been accus
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tnmed to. The resuit was marvellona. Tbe

old company came to its knees and 0ffered

to supply gas on the saine terins as jts Young

rival. The citizens said this Opsto

was ood and they gave it the support it

deserved. But the citizens forgot that the

new company was like ail other colllP"Dîes'
witbout a soul. This Young reprobate Of a

company was without, a sou], for it broke

faith with the citizens and walked intO tbe

enemy's camp without a struggyle. The

bribe was a good fat one, sornetbf lk

$375,000. Once more then is this City I
the mercy of a monopoly wbich charges a

higher price for gas than any other coiflPan)'
on the continent and makes its consUulers
pay for the gas meters.A.J

RED LETTER DAYS.

C'ive nme of thy g-lory, oh red tree
Give nue of thy yellow greenery
Thou hast the glint of thue îîxo)rlillg de"',

Thou hast the sheen where the sunl shiiies
thro!

Give rue (of thy futgohi grape vilne,

\Warmi with the glow of the red, red %ville
Spherical thy flagons, tense and thiiî,
Ruddily reîît by the flush w'îthin

Leisuirely flhc cow helis hoiinewaird swinîg
Itetrospective robins lonely sing
WVhip)-poor-will and cricket tuine ter~O
Sitting by the Sumach's blazing tires

So lot the deepening tw ilight close
Se let the purpie blend with the rose
Wandering greyly acruss the leas,
Duskily thie shadows clasp the trees

Din grow tlic delicate bl-ades of grass,
Fainter the juy uf their rip'ling mass
Yieldiug their treasures of lîeatand light,

lJnto the seul of flie 8unless night

C, M. HOLNII ,S.
Picton, Ont.

M. Henri Chatelier publishes in the ju.11

number of the Journal die Pliy8tiqe, iParli

the first instalment of an interestiflg t

tise on the principles of energetC0
wbicb, though dealing generaly ~t
energy in ail forme, is nearly coextellîve
with what is usually termed thernlodYna

mices. Instead, however, of making energ)'

the quantity whose laws and transfOui'
tions are studied, hie fixes his attentionl OI'y

upon the available energy in any pro

a quantity which he naines mus;ac edlici
(motive force>, but which bas been treste.
of by Tbompson under the naine of"I ltb
ity," by Helmholtz as Ilfree energY9;~ 1

Gibbs as Ilthermodynamic potýentl,
by others under other names. The differ'

ence between energy and available euerg)'

appears at once wben we consider a weigbt,

Its energy depends on its heighit and 03'

but its available energy depends on theds

tance through which it can fail. If a StO80 1

engine was placed in an atinosphere
temperature was just as high as that of',ble
own furnace, it would have no avaloio
energy at ail, though the absolute ao 'let,
of energy contained in it would beei
great. The author sets out f romn the eieP

mental laws that it is impossible to red
1motive force, and that it can be destro'

only by creating a proportionate sinbol di,

heat-laws roughly equivalen totherA

nary statement of the principle of corduce

1tion of energy-and proceeds to de a,

several interesting conclusions. Ini 011 0 ebe
1ing articles the principles are t'O

s applied especially to the phenouaeK'o
-chemistry.


