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bodies seem to be letting slip a unique opportunity to
regain to some extent their bold upon the lapsed masses,
as fearless bestowal of substantial sympathy and aid would
almost eurely have enabled tbemn to do. As it is, the
ranks of Roman Catholjcism on the one band and of the
Salvation Army on the other, will be likely to be Iargely
recru jted as one resulr of the memorable conflict.

A N D so Boulanger is to have his chance in the French
elections after aIl. The singular vacillation of the

F~rench Ministry in the niatter suggests a possible appre-
hension of danger. It is hard to find any other explan.
ation of the change of tacties than a growing conviction
that it would be safer to let the pent.up Boulangismn of
the country find vent at the polis, than to mun the risk of
its bursting the arbitrary barriers they had set up, and
making a way for itself. It is not easy to foresee the vagaries
of the French populace, else one would confidently de-
clare it impossible that any self-respecting French constit-
iiency could make the disreputable and now wholly con-
temptible General, its chosen representative. Should
sucb an event occur it could be accounted for only in The
words of the Public Prosecutor in his loquent charge be-
fore the High Court, "lFrance has fallen under a fatal
9peli. The populace is heside itself." Whatever may be
thought of the tactics of the Government, or the impar.
tialityof the Senatorjal Court, there is no longer room to
dloubt the deep degradation and utter worthlessness of the
man's character. As the venerable Dr. Preseensé, who,
albeit one of the officiai judges, is a witness of undoubted
probity and juadgment, declares in a letter to the Christian
Iorld, "'Neyer was there more overwhelming ovidence of the

infamous conduct of a party and its leader." "lHie whole
history has been a living lie." " fus chief weapon was lying
-downrigbt lying. His political programme varied,
chamelcon-like, with those to whom it was unfolded. To
the Radicals, it was ultra-radical; to the Bonapartists iL
folIo wed on the lines of tbe first Napoleon ; to the Right
it. assuimed the clerical colouring. While calling bimself
a Lepublican, he figured also as a lord-protector, another
Cromwell, and to his trusty ones, his whole talk was of
the blow to he struck at the palace in the Eiysée." And
so on throughi a column of eloquent denunciation. Should
the populace, in its niadness, trust the future of France to
such a leader, the world might well despair of the French
Itepublic. ___

A N E:glish exch:nge gives the folo:ing as the reply of

question, after baving listened to a lecture hy bis teacher
or professor : I t is said that writing was not invented
when Ilomer composed bis poems. Hie must therefore
have iived a good deai later." This lad, in common with
a good many scholars of riper years, may be relieved to find
that the i ngenious theories they have devisezl to account
for the preservation of the lliad and the Odyssey through
thie ages preceding the invention of writing are likely to
l>e rendered unnecessary by the progress of archoeological
discovery. It was, for instance, announced a few weeks
since in the London Timnes that M r. Flindere Petrie, who
bas been exploring in the Fayûm, has discovcred a series
of alphabetic signe incised on pottery of the Twelfth Dyn-
asty at Illahén, and on pottery of the Eighteenth and
Nineteenth Dynasties at Tell Gurob. The styles of the
two towns are, it is said, "las distinct as the periode to
wbicb they belong. The characters incised upon themn
have, however, this much in common, that they are neither
bieroglypbic nor hieratic. lu a word, they are not'Egyp-
tian, but apparently iery eariy Cypriote or Greek. More-
over, the signe traccd on the Twelftb Dynasty pottery are
distinctly Cypriote, while Phoenician also is found upon
the later pottery of Tell Gurob. " If this discovery is conl-
firmed it will provo that the beginnings of the alphabet
were in existence and use 2,000 years before the Christian
era. As thie wonderful pottery je on iLs way to England,
we may expect to have the question authoritativeiy settled
before very long, and, if Mr. Petrie'e conclusions are found
valid, a great weight will have been lifted from the mind
Of the student of Greek, though many a lèarned prelection
on the transmission of the Homeric poems through the
long centuries which were waiting for the invention of
alphahetical writing, will.have been rendered worthless.

M .PETRIE'S excavations have brought other long.
buried wonders to light. Raîf a mile f rom the pyra-

mid Of Illahûn he came upon ahbnstiati cemetery of the
fifth and ixth centuries. The rich garments of the pions
Copte huried thoe are described as being, from the extreme

drynes of the spot, Ilstili quite sound and even wearahle."
Below the cemetery were found the foundatiori deposits of
Usertesen Il., about B.C. 2960. Close to the temple are
the remains of a town of the same period, evidently built
at one ime, and originally, it je supposed, intended for the
architects and workmen eniployed upon the pyramid. Lt
was bere that the pottery with the alphabetic signs was
found. Here aiso dozens of invaluable papyri were
revealed. 0f some of these, Mr. Petrie writee :"I They are
apparent.ly accounts, ail in ruled columns and hunes, exqui-
siteiy neat and in a beautifully clear hand, many of the
entries bcing in red. 1 have flatted and laid under press
seven square feet of sheets and fragments, aIl of the Twelfth
Dynasty."1 But the most remarkable of the relie of the
ancient civilization, or at least those which come home to
uis with most of the freshness and pathos of a living and per-
sonal interest, were those turned up at Tell Gurob, five or
six miles from Illahtin. Hilere the head cases of mummies
were found to be made of many layers of papyri plastered
together. "lSeparated by soaking," says the account before
us, " these papyri have been made Lo tell their story,
sornetimes trvial, sometimes pathetic, after the lapse of
countlese ages. One is a letter froi a youth at coilege,
telling bis father of bis progress, and saying that he now
underetands mensuration and can (lraw a plan of a bouse ;
another from a royal goose-herd, who states that he cannot
supply Lwelve geese for King Ptolemy's festival." How
these revelations of the common feelings and wants of
humanity bridge the chasme of scores of centuries and
bring back to us the real life of those actors on the stage
of a world so long past that it is bard, without snob assist-
ance, to conceive of it as peopled with heings of like wants
and feelings with ourselves.

OUR SCHOOL BOOKS.

IT je one of the muisfortunes incident to popular agitation
that superficial grievances receive ready attention.

whilst those whicb are deeper and more serious too often
evade notice. Whatevem may he thougbt of the grievance
connected with the incorporation and endowment of the
Jesuits, it is absolutely unimportant in comparison with
the fairness and accumacy of our school books; and we
believe there je good reason to tbink that some of these
are seriously infected with Roman misepresetatione of
various incidents in the past history of the English people.

Attention was drawn to this subject at the recent
meeting of the Anglican Synod of Toronto, by Provost
Body, of Trinity College, and our Roman Catholic contem-
porary, United Canada, bas poured ouLt te vials of its
wrath upon Anglicans generally, and more particularly
upon the Synod of Toronto and the Provost of Trinity
College, as persons wbo are rcsolved to circulate false
notions respecting th2 position of the Churcb in the middle
ages. Lt certainly je a melancholy spectacle to sec a great
Church, like the Church of Roule, descending to the
grossest misrepresentations; but iL is, if Possible, more
humiliating wben these misrepresentations are 8o con-
spicuouely false. Lt would not be easy to find a better
example of the absolute neccssity of watching over these
scbool books, from which the children of the country
receiv<' their firet impressions and their firet opinions,
wbich in aIl cases are the bardeat to dislodge, than the
statements of United Canada ini commenting upon the
action of the Synod of Toronto.

The Public School, aays United Canada, are eupposed
to be unsectarian, and on this ground they are to be
Ilforced upon ail classes of citizone, regardless of creed or
conscientious ecruples." This is a little too strong. Even
the opponente of the Sepamate Scboole have neyer advo-
cated the suppression of denominational schools unsup-
ported by rates. But iL seemes the Synod of Toronto bas a
depth of wickedness far beyond the baduess of the ordinary
opponlent of Separate Scbools. IlThe Synod of Toronto
desires that the false and fraudulent notion that the
Church of England, as by law establiebed at this day, is
identicai with the Catholic Cburch cf the days of Magna
Ckarta, wrung from King John by the nobility of England,
with Stephen Langton the Cathoiic Archbisbop of Canter-
buryq by (Iod's grace and the appointment of the Hoiy
Romnan See at their bead.", We are sorry that this sen-
tence has no end, but we are not responsibie.

Whence ail thise ? Provost Body pointed ont that
the Hustory of Engîand ueed in the Public Soboole omitted
an important Word fu iLs account of Magna Charta, inas-
mnuch as it epoke of the Churck b aving its rights, instead
Of the Anglican Church. Did the Provost, for one moment,
mean ta imply that the present Church of Engiand exactiy
resembled the Church under King John?' Certainly not,
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any more tban the Church of the beginning of the thir-
teenth century wae identical with that under Ethelbert at
the end of tbe sixth century. But just as the Church of
John's reign was bistoricaiîy continuous and identical with
the Cburch of the ime of Etbelbert, so the E nglish Church
of the reign of Victoria je the historical descendant of
the Chumch under John. There neyer was any break.
The Church was the Churcli of England before the
ReformaLion, and iL was the same, and bore the same name,
after the Reformation. When Mary, during bier short
reigu, brought back ber people to the Roman obedience,
she bad no thought of abolishing a Protestant Ohurcb and
setting up a new Catholic one in its place, she mcerely
ackuowledged an autbority over the Church whicb ber two
predeceesors bad disowned. When Elizabeth again thmew
off the papal eupremacy, the Church was neither more nom
lese the Cburcb of Eugland than iL had been before. Rt
wae the new Roman Cathoiic Church in England that was
a fresh and foreigu introduction, not the Reformed Churcb.

We can quite understand that these facts are unpleasant
for members of the Church cf Rome. Lt bas been, for
long, the tcndency in that communion to destroy the
national character of churches. The Gallican liberties,
so long defended by some of the best and noblest of the
clergy of France, bave utterly perished, and à. is the saine
with every Church which owns the Papal power. Ultra-
montaniem bas triumpbed "lahl along the linoe," and iL is
uupleasant to be reminded by history that this bas not
always been the case. But veracious hietory cannot ignore
iL ; and iL is a simple fact that -Magna Charta provided
for the rigbts of the Anglican 0hurch, and not of the
Church at large.

The article in question bas a very ingenious way of
suggestiug that we are indebted to the Bishop of Rome for
the granting of iMagna Charta. IL was wruug from King
John by the Barons. Stephen Langton was at the head
of them; and Stephen Langton wasi appointed by the Pope.
Can auything be clearer, then, than this, that England
owee the maintenance of hem liberties to the Sec of Rome?
WbaL are the facto '? Stephen Langton was forced upon
the diocese of Canterbury by the Pope againet the will cf
the King and the Chapter. Lt is quite truc, therefore,
that Eugland owes the appoiutment of that great Arch-
bishop to the Pope of Romie. But what part had the
Roman Bishop in Magna Charta 1 We noed go to no
Ilheretical " history for information ou this subject. 8o
far was Stephen Langton the represectative of the Pope
in extorting the Charter froni King John, so far was lu-
nocent fmom sustaining the action of the great Archbishop,
that he actually professed to annul the Charter on the
ground that England was a fief of the lloly Sec. AIl this
may be ead in the pages of the conscientious Lingard,
himsecf a zealous member of the Cburch of Rome, yet a
mani who was sa faim and candid that he would flot even
question the validity of Anglicani orders.

United Canada deciares :"lThat if the history com-
plaiued of be ameuded as the Synod petitioued, iL will
t ach historical falsehood and be grossly offensive to that
love of the truth which the (latholie Church, the (Jhurch
which won the great Charter, inculcates and diffuses among
the young in ber charge." We ask our readers ta coî:sider
these words in the light of the facts which we have plainly
stated, and to judge for themselves whether the writer of
that- article is in a position to condemnu ariy pereon or-
community as guilty of fa]schood or îuisrepresontation.
iL is of no use giving railing for railing - but when we
hear the disciples of the Jesuit Fathers complaining of the
want of straightforwardnes8 on the part of their ecclesi-
asticai opponeute, we cannot hclp reniembering the Gracobi
complaining of sedition.

The article in question makes inuch of the incousis-
tency of a certain clase of persons who, at one ime profess
to be Protestants, at another ime to be Catholics. We
are mot concemned to defend the inconsistencies of individ-
uale or of communities ; but it je only faim ta remember
that language je a very indefluite medium of communica-
tion. If people will deflue the terms wbich Lbey employ,
and stick ta the meaning sa defined, we bave no right ta
quarrel with tbem. Now, the terme Catholic and Protest-
ant are of wide application. The naine Protestant, for
exampie, which was connected with the Proteet presentedi
at the Diet of Spires, bas not been adopted by ahl the Re-'
formed Churches. The Cburch of Rome herseif seenis to
bide ber own catbolicity by calliig herself Roman ; and iL
ie difficult to undemtand in what sense she je Catholic.
Cetainly the supremacy of the Roman Bishop bas neyer
been conceded by the wbole Church. This is a sim ple
hietorical fact, and no Councile or Bulle eau geL over it,
But enough bas been said on this point.
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