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ever material things-ehanges which have been
wrought by two petent agencies wielded by human
intellect-Scieuce and Invention.

Inventions are the offspring of reason, and as
ian's thoughts are bis own, so an invention before

beinog put iute use exists only in the mind cf its
author; but se soon as bis secret is disclosed te the
public, the latter have a right te mie use cf it in
any manner they please, witbeut incurring auy
liability te the inventer.

As society is eomposed cf niany members, and
niakes rules and regulatious for the protection and
guidance cf each, se the author cf an invention is
encouraged te carry on and disclose te the public
the manner cf constructing snch invention on ternis
cf mutual benefit, wbich it will be niy objeet te
explain.

The inducement givea to inventors te cemplete
their inventions consists of a species cf monopoly,
'whereby the author of an invention is enabled to
reap a reward according ie the importance cf his
produet, and when it sornetimes happens that inven-
tiens are useless, the monepoly grinted te the
inventer fer such invention is valuelese, the value
cf the monopoly being preportienate to the value cf
the invention.

This monopely or exclusive right te use an inven-
tion is a matter cf favor ratber than cf right, and
is a privilege granted by the Crown te the subjeet.

Althoug-h the enigin cannot be traced, yet there
is littie doubt that Eugland first adopted this systemn
of rewardiugé inveutors, and there is reasen te believe
that this prerogative cf the Crown ie a very ancient
one. flindmarch, in bis treatise on Patent Law,
alluding te this, says t-" Thus in a case decided

in the reign of E dward Ill., it is said that arts
and sciences whicb are for the public good are
greatly fiavored in law, and thc King, as chief

"guardian cf the common weal, lias power and
authority by bis preroetive te grant many privi-
leges for the sake of the pulýlic good, altbough

"prima fade£ they appear to bie clearly against
common night.>'
The sanie author aise mentions that during the

reign cf the samne monarch, Edvrard Ill., "soie
aîchymists persuaded the King that a phiiloso-
pher's staDe might be made, and that. the King

"granted a commission te two friars and two
"aldermen te enquire if it wvas feasible, 'who cer-
"tified that it was, and that the King granted te
"the two aldermen a patent cf privilegme."

*Monopelies, therefore, were granted in the early
periods cf the mother country, consisting of privi-
leges procured by purchase or by favor froni the
reigning sovereign. Viese were, te a certain exteut,
equivalent te our Letters Patent, conferning upon
the recipient exclusive pnivileges, difl'ening, bow-

ever, from those grauted at the presenttime, in that
they included not oui, manufactures, but even
branches of trade.

The power te gralit patents and the privile-es to
which this power gives rise are regulated by the
cemmon law, hy statute law, and by the decisions
of the courts. At fir8t these grants bad but littie
reference to the encouragement of inventive powers,
but consisted more of trading privileges granted
to a number or numbers of towns confederated
together, the first of which was the Ilanseatie
League, to which England was te a certaia degree
indebted for bier commercial importance, London
being the ouly English town admitted jute that
great confederacy.

.King John was the first te, grant privilegos and
franchises te the metropolis and other English towns,
and as far back as that period caa bie traced the
existence of severai London companies. Little
change occurrcd in the commercial systemn of Eng-
land froni the deatb of King John, wbich oecurredl
in the year 1216, to the reign of Queen Elizabeth,
who succeeded to the throne of England in 1558.
Theugh shackled with monopolies, 'with wvhich the
ignorance and bad faith of successive goverumente
had oppressed it, commerce slowly but continuously
gained ground. Monopoly was the great grievanco
of Elizabetb's reigu. Wben an individual by talent,
industry and research, makes a useful discovery,
there is every reason for granting him an exclusive
right of using it for a limited time as a reward for
bis ingenuity. This principle was early understood,
but Elizabeth perverted it into the granting of
patcnts for ordinary manufactures, or for the im-
portation of foreigu articles, either as gifts to lier
courtiers or as a means for raising money without
the necessity of appealing to Parliament. Against
this injustice the people cried out so loudly that
Elizabeth had the grace or the good policy te admit
suie had been misled. protesting solemuly, however,
that she had neyer grauted one patent which she
did net believe te be conducive to the public good.
Somne of the patents were then reniitted te the courts
of law, and were by them condemued as illegal. It
should, however, bc allowed that ail the cormcercial
monopolies granted in this reigu were net detri-
mental te the Euglish nation, for by lier ivas the.
firat charter granted te the East India CJompany, a1
monopoly which bas served in noc small degree to
raise Engîland in the scale of nations.

Duiing the reigu of Elizabeth's successor, James,
Sixth of Scotland and riirst of England, monopolies
were carried to sucb an extent, that instead of being
productive of benefit, tbey, on the contrary, only
gave rise ýto* great dissatisfaetion, until at length the
people ealled eo loudly for redress that the Legisia-
ture deemcd it expedient to listea te the remon-


