LITERARY CRITICIEM,

In wiiat does Literary Criticism consist? Surely
not, in mere abuse or the clever use of vulgar person-
alitics,  Ona the contrary, tho best criticisms are
thoss in which the learning aud sagacity of the scho-
1ar are tempered with the language and kind tone of
the geotleman. Common place and badly supported
argumzats, coupled with malicious nonsense, never
did, nar ever will, seviously affect the standing of an
anthor bLefore the public.  We thought that the deys
of crabbed and mmlicious abuse,—springiag from per-
sonal antipathy, in many cases,—had gone by ; that
nd long: e wonld o.arliteratnre be disgraced by attempts
on the part of sear-t:mpered, anil dyspeptic critics,
to writ: down wuy and every one wlo might dare to
eim at Literavy distinction. Dut, alas, we find that
wo were mistaken, and our friend of The Leader
proves it.  In last Wednesday's issue, there

" appeared an article censuring the Fumily Herald

this poetcy ? we trow not. Aé  got off agninst thése
faulty rthymes we mention the name of some of Mr.
McLachlan's pocms which show no ordiriary talent,
viz., “Halls of Holywood” “Old Hanual,” and
“Donnic Jean”  We are glud that tho Family Her-
ald hias given Mr. McLachloa a favorable notice, and
weo are surc every intelligent Canadien will see the
difference between genuine scholarly criticism, and

low ungentlemanly abuse,
A—————— R ——

- TREMENDOUS !
- % Mr. Birown wade a (romendous assub here."—Globs of
Wednesday,

Never did we stare in such uiter bewilderment as
when onr eyes fell upon this sentence.  What could
itmean? At first giance we supposed it bad o refer-
ence to an exhibition of Mr. Brown's physical capa~
bilitics, in fact o practical demonstration of his hone
and muscle on the diminutive form of the barking
Premier, who sits grioning at him so good-naturedly
on the opposite benches in the House of Assembly, or

of Montrea), for giving Mr. McLachlan, the Canadi
Poct, a favorable nolice, and pouring out the vials of
The Leuder’s wrath on the devoted head of Mr., Me-
Lachlan himself. We confess that it was with pain
we read the article referred to, os it is, not only un-
just, but pesitively crucl. In it, cpithets, such as
thesc, follow cach other in rapid succession, “adven-
turer,” © wandering lumioary,” “ incompetent person;”
with such phrases as, “ digging in &e., with coarse
fltby fingers, and renrranging them in the fecble,
foggy glimmer cwitted hy the wet peat of his own
intelligence.”  No excuse can be offered for the puk-
lishing of such n compound of foul epithets and dis-
gusting school-boy ahuse, smacking s it does strong-
Iy of the penuy-a-liner.

Our critic clurges Mr. McLachlan with being
uneducated ; then gets iuto such a whirlpool of words,
that his endeavours to explain himself only sink him
the more, till at last he flounders out exl d and

on the more burly form of the Finnnce Mirister, But
no; it could not be. Mr, Brown does not fight.
That we knew from his previous history. Such a
strictly moral man as he could not try bis luck at
twonty paces witha Colt's revolver in higright hand,
and another in that of his opponent; that would be
un-christian lilre, or in other wordg, Mr. Brown is too
preet n coward to settle an aflair of honor in such
an"old—fuslioncd, antiquated way, with & man whom
he had grossly insulted. Aud as to doing it with fists,
wo banished the iden” at once.  Cactier stood before
us as perfect a model of the genus homo as ever—the
barking litile terrier from Vercheres; Galt was none
the worse of the combat.

On closer inspection we found that this little sen~
tenco of fearfully ominons import hind reference to a
display of Me. Brown's oratorial powerz.  Qur mind

pauting ; finally.he winds up by acknowledging that
education does not make & poet, but that oac may
be o poet without education—in the ordinary scnse
of the term.

The next point he proce2ds to attack is Mr, Mc-

* Lnchlna’s rylinzs.  Over this, he gets indignaat and
triuraphantly asks “who cver heard of stock rhym-
ing with smoke; forget with prolect” ; closing up the
grand diloquent sentence with ‘! we are constrained to
resent the insult offered to us in the person of Mr.
McLachlan, and to denounce the length of ears that
conld wed the word wronyg to that of Aome”.

Without dwelling on the extremely classic and
polite phroscology of tue lost sentence we join issue
with our eritic. A few rhymes sounding inbharmoni-
ously, do not constitute a sufficient basis on which to
build an argument such a3 thatadvanced. To prove
our assertion we can point to Scott's “Lody of tho
Lake? of which Jeffrey the Reviewer says ¢ its versifi-
cation is in the highest degree’ {tfegalar and caprici-
ous,"—*he (Scott) hns presented us with such com-
binations of metro as must put the teeth of his read-
ers intof8ome jeopardy;—there i3 a great number
of lines in which the verse can only be wade out by
running the words  together in a very vnusucl man-
ver; and some appear to have no prelension to the
namo.of verses at all” &c., &c. We might adduce
plenty ofifistanccs to prové our arguraont that wé dre

not to judge ofa poct by u few faulty rhymes selected ] . .
fion? .

from his works.
dolt can string together a set of jibgling Worde.

Any one can rhyme; tho, veriest
Is

b calmer, bat stilt we wondered! Could it be
the Globe we were reading.  Wo do not question for
o moment (hat Mc. Brown is “ tremendous” when he
hurls the shafts of bis indignation and offended purity
at the luckless heads of bhis opponents; but really,
gentlemen of the Globe, modesty, if you possess
aught of that scarce commodity;should have prevented
vou from publishing such & puff of the great “ cham-
pion of the people’s rights,” whose name graces a
corncr in every column of your paper, as  publisher
and editor-in-chief.”  There i3 an old proverh about
blowing one's own itorn, which we tako the liberty of
¢ diag to the modest gentlemen who do the
“tremendous” for the great Grit organ.
———————— .

Un-courteons,.
—~As the Division Court is celled “a Gourt

for small coses,” the Police Court, on the same
principle, might be named “ the fribundl for hard
cases.”

Holding “ The Mifror” up to t.he light,

—Some maliciously inclined mdmdunls call
tho “Mirror of Parliaiment” a skaving concérn,

Leap Year,
——An old bachelor gays that during Leap

Year the Jodies jump at every offer of marriage—
boneo the term. .

Bolitieal Hiiinmer.
——thh is the bnghteat hght in the Oppoal-

Tho Drummoud-lxght ‘of couxse. .

s
Tho following item of connubial felicity we clip
from The Laader t—

MARRIED,
WIHTE—TWIGG—OI: the: 14th fast., by the Rev. William
%{n‘cnulny, Mr. Robert Drayest \V'me, to Miss Ellzabeth
Wigs.
There is only one remark to make here i—Rémem-

ber Mr, White that as the Tiwig is beat so will the
tree grow. Should you forget this wholesome adage,
you may some unlucky roorning find the Twig
chrnging your While to Black, Do you Twig.?

[
Disinterestoiness.

——The latest case of disinterested affeciion
which has came to our knowledge, is the journey
of Gordon Brown to EastMiddlesex toaid the electors
of thatRiding in the selection of n proper person’to
represent them in Parliament. We arc assured that
Mr. Brown has not the slightest desire to secure the
nomination himnself.

Daring Bobbery.

——When George Brown sces Siduoy Smith
appropriating his “Sabbatk Labor Bill” and thereby
removing, without permission, one of Brown's great
clection cards, we think he ought to cry * stop thief.

1 legcl
~——When is & J udgc clevaled ?

When he’s on the Bench.

Polmeal.
~—=\¥Dhy ig George Brown not bis own pro-

properiy.
Because he belongs to the Opposition,

Hr, Spesker Smith,
~———Why Ims the Spenker of the Houge of

Assembly become n negative character since his pre-
sentation at St James by the Duke of Newcastlo?
Beeause he's “ No Sir-reel”
———

THE ILLUSTRATION.

We present to our readers an outline illustration,
as o small sample of what we can accomplish if we
receive an adequete measure of public support. We
bave at our nd a good desi qnd o rellable
engraver, and nothing is wanting but a larger sub-
seription list and & more certain and unwavering sale.
The engraver is Mr. Thompson, whose place of busi-
ness is on Kiag. Street, on the first floor above
Staunton’s paper-bauging establishment. Wo can
tordially recommend bim to our rcaders and contem-
poraries.

——Why is George Brown (politician) like
Ald. Dunn (butcher) ?
Beeaugo one is great on “joint-authority,” and the
other is & great authority on joints.
————
REMEMBER ) )
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