
eview of British Columbia Finances
Hîstory of Province 's Debf, Expenditure and Revenue -Growth
of Assets -Difficulties in Meeting Financial Requirements-
Revenue kas Generally Lagged Behind Provincial Ambitions-
British Columbia Claims Special Consideration'From Dominion.

)Eof the Canad!in provinces have at limnes. enjoyed
a r-evenue quite ample for their requiremients. Th 1s1
fortuinate condition bas neyer been enjoyed b>y British

imibia, the constant efforts of whichl have b)een di-
-d towards making' Its revenue meet its ecxpenSesý. In

a resident of ilhe province, writing fourteen years
said : "In the \vain attemrpt to: make revenue meet

ýnditui'e, British Columbia has already cxploited ail
sources of revenuie Ieft t0 ber by the terms of union,
is drawîng fromi- these to, the limit in dseado

hampering effect upon tht immigration of lbor and
tai into the province, and upon the opcrations mnd
nue-producing powtrs of thoste who, are already

"~From 1871, the year that the province joined
ftda, up to igo3, a deficit was ineuvred in al] but three
s. From 1904 to 1910 asubstantial surplus -,as
zed, and since that year 'there has been an annual
,it amouinting ioç sevecral million,- of dollars.
riterest has con stituted a beavy annual chairge upon
trensury. Tht debt of the old province o! British
imnbia was assumned by the Dominion in 1871, but
Owing commneneed almost immediatey,~ and reculrring
,its have also eaused additions to capital charges. For
jear r9g13-14 interest payrnents amounted to $3.3o,587.
the year 91-7they were $827,774. Expenses inci-
ai te, borrowing, such as discount on securities sold,
1 bas beeni large of late, commissions, and exchange
unds transferred, have been included in the gross

,islation reniained fairly stable up te
bas increased considerably., This has

5ed business, and greatér incidentaI
year i916..17 it vins $2o6,29r.

nsion of tht different departments o!
ent bas produced a phenomnenal rise in
ýcvernment." In 1872 this amounted
16-17 it was $î4,I.These sums
uniber oif items sucli as rents, trans.
cial officials, and the uipkeep (>! the
,wbicb should be mentioned litre.

ave never ainounted k> <nuch in tht
Dr ot $32,374 for the last year.

reeucost I,9 in '(00-17. Miscellaneous expendi-
turce, which appears to bc an essential part of ail pro-

~acil ugets, required the susata um o!fîoo,
I6. n 1912-13 it amute o$39a6.

Conilig 1now te sOmie of tlit main de4partments of gov-
v2riiment, outside of the or-dinary1 funlctions o!leisato
and tht mnainteniance- o! deparimntts, we finid that educa-
tion hasý entailedi ani, rgrwn exes,iamounting,
for 11hc last 10ar tTh is is $3-40 per hecad
of population, as given by the Dom)iniioni census of 1911.
It muitst lx, rememibered, ho<weve(r, that the province sup-

potsin excellent educational systemn, inicluding a1 Uli-
\tersîty, and thiat thteene o! miany s11111 anid wîdely

catrdcommnities bas thrown a considerable burd-en
on tht shotulders of the provincial departmient. The saine
featuire of tht province and the fact that mnuch o! the
population consists of mining and lumibering towws bas
resuiltd in ai heavy expense for tht administ ration and
crnforcement, of justice. Thteaare o! judges etc..
hiave been) reduced frei $101,>28() in 1910-Hl tO $,5o,20I in
1916-17; but other expenses have grown to $1,331,413-

Pursuing an aggressive policy in the erection of public
works, in 1913-14 $5,322,386*was sp-ent on roads, streets,
bridges, and wharves. New work lias, of course, been
eurtailed since theti, but even in 9117almiost two
millions were spent. Steamboax),t, ferry and bridge com-
panies have becn liberally subi),,di7zed in recent ytars te
the extent o! almost o)nt hundred tboiusand dollars per
annumn, and tht governmnent bas maintaincd fishi hatch-
eries for over a decade at co<nsiderable expense. Other
public work5s cost $2,283,216 ia i911-i2, and almost four
million in 1912-13, but practically notbitig is now keing
spent in this w.ay. Mlucl was aise spent uipon works and
buýildings (including tht new provincial legislativt build-
ing) up to 1915ý, but this bas also been reduced.

A liberal poflcy has always bcen pursued in supporting
charitable institutions,; this bas been necessitated by the
economie conditions of the province. Tht principal in-
stitutions of this kind are tht hospital for tht insane, the
various bospitals and the provincial home, now-cofting
ïltogether nbojit $&boo,ooo per annum.

Ail o! this expenditj2re bas net, o! course, been made
on current aiccount. Thti province bas very substantial
assets 10 balance ils presenit heavy debt. These are
priocipally public buildings, roads, and several hundred


