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'l‘HE little black devils have once more sprung up unexpectedly,

having secured the highest vote at the bazaar in Montreal, con-
ducted in aid of the Victorias’ armory, in a competition to decide upon
the most popular regiment in Canada.  The ninetieth were closely
pressed by the Montreal garrison artillery, and it speaks well for the
magnanimity of this corps that they allowed the poll to be reopened so
that the votes which put the rifles at the head of the list could be re-
vorded.  Everybody is to he congratulated on the result; our Winnipeg
fricnds on winning the contest: the Artillery for making so close a run,
and for yielding so gracefully, and the Vics on the success of their
nazaar, to say nothing of the grand success of their armory scheme,

E reproduce from the Volunteer Service Review some editorial re-
marks on the War Game, which will serve not cnly to give an
‘dea of what this game, or rather tactical training, is, but how operations
are conducted. Last year we suggested the advisability of Canadian
city corps procuring sets for their club rooms; now again we make the
same suggestion. ‘The whole apparatus requisite for this practice can be
;yurchased for about thirteen dollars, a sum that the officers of a couple
of battalions conjoined should be able to raise for such a purpose with-
out any herculean effort. Once more—Ilet the officers in each city in
Canada combine, and go in for Kriegsspiel this winter.

HE recent appointment of Col. Grasett to a civic position in "T'oronto,
has reminded us of a letter written to the Montreal Witness a little
more than six years ago, when he was first gazetted to the command of
the Royal Grenadiers, in which the correspondent pointed out how un- |
likely it was that a gentleman trained in the rigid discipline of the British
army should successfully assume command of a disorganized volunteer
corps, and how manifold were the obstacles that lay in the way of a
prosperous issue. ‘l'ime has r-oved that Col. Grasett is a brilliant ex-
ception to the rule laid down by the gloomy correspondent, for the suc-
cess of the tenth from the time he took the reins has been phenomenal,
and to-day his regiment divides the honors tolerably evenly with such a
crack corps as the Queen’s Own. It is to be hoped for the good of the
force that Col. Grasett’s new duties will not entail his resignation from
the active force.
HIS correspondent, in criticizing the state at that time of the tenth,
blames the collapse of the regiment on the incapacity of the captains,
and proceeds to show with much force how universal are the daties of
those officers, duties in no whit lessened to-day.  'The captain of a
company in the Canadian militia, he says, is personally responsible to
his commanding officer for every article of arms, clothing and cquip-
ment issued to his company.  Any losses he must make good at his
He has to inspect every man that enters the company ;
question him as to his name, age, residence, occupation, &c.

own expense,

If satis-
fied, see that he properly signs the muster or company roll, and that he

is sworn in by the commanding ofticer; issue clothing to him, and ap-
portion the arms and accoutrements he is to use, taking record of the
same ; pay for any alterations to clothing that may be necessary, and
where extras are required, not exactly sanctioned by authority, pay for
these also (in this latter case assisted by the other officers of the com-
pany, if there are any); he must eliminate any men enlisted that he finds
negligent, careless, slovenly, insubordinate, addicted to drink, inattentive
to duty (he has no means of punishment as in the regular army, there-
fore he must get rid of them), and men not fit for the company, and
supply their places by a fresh enlistment : as well as replace those who
from necessity leave the force (for such reasons as their employers threaten
ing them with dismissal if they do not leave), and others who are obliged
to leave the city to seek for work elsewhere, taking in the clothing and
arms from them, and reissuing to those entering, and this constantly
occurring ; notifying the men to attend drill and parades, and when
reviews and inspections take place; writing to or interviewing the em-
ployers of his men to procure leave for them to attend, and other work
almost impossible to enumerate. It seems unfair that such an unequal

distribution of work should exist, but nobody seems to be able to sug-
gest a remedy.

HE query in this issue, as to the inception of our volunteer system,
and Capt. Wicksteed’s reminiscences of his. few days on the border,
alike suggest one direction in which much interesting work might be
done by some of our militia officers, and that is in the way of getting at



