
DOMINION MEDICAL MONTIILY

thereby that nobody else shall ever share in. It is undertaken
for the sole purpose of the advancement of science, of alleviating
distress, of lessening pain, of prolongingr hife, and wvbcre life
cannot bc prolonged past a certain point, of alleviating suif ering
which otherwise wotild be unhearable.

THlE EDUCATED PHYSICIAN VERSUS TilE
IGNORANT MAN [Pi LA TOR.

By GOLDWIN HOWLAND, IM.B., TORIONTO.

YOUR HONOR ,-I desire to impress three very definite facts in
regard to this subjeet, as follows:-

(1) The necessity of a full medical course for those who
intend to practise medicine in any form and to be known as
"doctors " by the community.

The study of the diseases of mankind has become enor-
monsly increased in the hast twenty years, and the amount of
knowledge col]ectcd from ail over the world is becoming very
vast indeed.

Originally there were only practitioners who practised ail
forms of the art of healing, but soon there arose the specialists
in surgery, in cye and ear, nose, and throat, obstetrica and gyne-
cology.

To-day, in ail the great centres, a new class of men have
arisen, the medical specialists who practise ahone the subjects of
tubercuilosis, or diseases of the lungs, or of the heart, or of the
skin, or of the digestive tract, or of the kçidney, or of nervous
diseases.

Two causes have prodnced these divisions of medical work,
namehy, on the one hand, the public demand the most recent
methods in the diagnosis and treatment of their diseases, or
they wilh go abroad "to find them; and, on the other hand, the
volume of knowledge in each of these departments is so great
that no man living couhd manage to acquire proflciency in ail.
In faci, it is well nigh impossible tô remain 11p-to-date in any
onie single branch.

Now the point I desire to illustrate from this argument is
this, namely, that a four or five year eourse in medical educa-
tion produces a man who, compared with the medical and sur-


