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As lie loy down blis glasses and the Iettcr te reacli for the pokerto stir the lire and put more wood on for the night, hie heard aheavy stanîping of feet on the verandah. Qnickly lie raised him-self, tuirnirîg at the saine tiînc and stili holding the poker iii bisboand, aii eager, expectanit look fastened on the door as it swungopen.
"ii\Ierry Christmas, De!" cbeerily callcd ont James Walker,the frmer wvho 110(1 married bis honsekeeper the previos spriug,as hie wolkedi ini and eloseil the cleor, stili continiiîîoi stamnping the5flOî froin bis feet and shakino' it frein Lis big groy nîster.

y' i i-n yoi s ared i îe ! 1 iiiiust bfil, ye g tfîn g- od and niervoeuslen a 5îcidel ea il like tilis îvi]i se ujîse- Ilue. lilfl o chair 111) tothe fire! 1 was just going te fix it Up) ond go to bcd," and lie beganhn1rriedîy to poke the fi îe anîd puit a1 cou pie of fresh sticks iii the5{eve. ', Have o p)ipe ?''
Janies Wo]ker took the i)ioffercd pipe whicl Ohl l)oc reachedfroîn a drower in the table,' pnlled uip an- aria -chair and stretehedlus feet under tbc side of the box-steve.
" AIItiO f th bos coiiîîgi home for, Christimas 1'' was bis first

IN 0 guiess Tiot. Not tha- V've heard cf," a little slexv]y andserrowfiilly ' Tbcre woiîldn't be niuch Cbristnîas lucre neow iftbcv did."
Iý)oc, ven ouiglit te o nd] live wi ti yoiir daiighiîer or witbJoh. be lieiglbors are 1111 taikiliig about 'Vol]. 'Fl is is ne placefor on o]d ilan i ike yoii te be living" al] aloîie. Soiiie fli if îvillcelie Olong soie ilît ara] roi)yoii, and niaybe worse, ia irdcr yenfor Y01117 Inuecy' and the fariner, blis pipe gene eut, d rexv ano-ierMatce acress the steve.

cclil iinph! Tbey'îi got a lot,'' imnnîld the 01(1 îaani iuder bisbeard, orîswering the latter admnonition and igîîoring the firs-.Well, that's wvbat tbey're soying, oîîywl.y, ondl they tlbinkç it,tee, D)e," proceeded the former. " Tbey say it is net right cf yeute stay on here, mueh as we ail like to have yen witbi us, and( notrigbt cf yenir famni]y te let yen live on biere alone, witb ail yourilloney in the bouse, too."
"Morley! WVbo says 1 bave înoney ? " placing bis liaids on tbearms cf Luis chair and bending forward, looking straigbt into thbefariner'5 eyes.

" Wby, everybody. It's well known yeu're a ricb manl; andtbe ncighbors ail tlîink you kcep a lot cf it with yeni."


