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fLLUSTRIOUS SONS OF IRELAND.

JUST PURBLISHED.

A New and Beautiful Engraving, “ The Illustrious
Sons of Ireland,” from a Painting by J. Donaghy.
Tpis magnificent picture is a work of many years.
It comprises the Patriots of Ireland, from Brian
Borou to the pregent time. The grouping of the

ves are g0 arranged and harmoniously blended

as togive it that cffect which is seldom got by our

best artists. It embraces the following well-known
its '—

Eﬂ" Borou, Major-General Patrick Sarsfield, Oliver
Plunkett, D.D., John Philpot Curran, Hugh O'Neil,
Thomas Davis, Oliver Goldsmith, Thomas Moore,
Archbishop MacHale, Father Mathow, Daniel
0'Connell, Wolfe Tone, Edmund Burke, Robert
Emmet, Richard Lalor Shicl, Henry Grattan, MP,
William Smith O'Bricn, Gerald Griffin, Jobn Mit-
chel, Rev. T. Burke, O.P.

In the back ground of the picture may be scen
the Round Tower, Irish Bard, the old Irish House of
Parliament, the Maid of Erin, Irish Harp, the
Famous Siege of Limerick,and the beautiful scenery
of the Lakes of Killarney, with many emblems of
Irish Antiquities. :

This ba?utiful picture is printed on heavy plate
paper, 24x32 inches, and will frame 22x23 inches.

Price, only $1.06. A liberal dtscouqt w_lll be al.
Jowed to canvasscrs and those purchasing in guan-
tities.

Address,

D. & J. SADLIER & CO,

. Notre Dame and St. Frangois Xavier Sta.
Cor. Notr O ool ,

Every man who loves Ireland should possess ono
of those beautiful Engravings.

THE
PROTESTANT RIOTS OF 1780.

(From the Dublin Revew, April, 15.73-)

A complete narrative of the origin and the
achievements of that baleful conspiracy which,
towards the close of the eightcenth century,
sought a reoewal of the horrors of the fell
pepa) code against the Catholies of Great Bri-
tain has, strange to say, never been presented
to the student of English history. A plot,
warily concocted, carried out with the diabe-
lical capacity and energy, which had for its ob-
ject the oppression of a large but helpless and
most innocent portion of the community, and
which almost resulted in civil war, secms to
deserve more conspicuous, detailed, and au-
thentic notice than can be possibly afforded by
a few violent partisan pamphlets, or by the
abridged and sensational description of writers
of romance. We have therefore ventured te
undertake a faithful account of a neglected and
almost forgotten portion of the religious history
of this country, but which yet is full of solemn
instruction both for Catholics and Protestant
readers.

The political condition of the Catholies of
England and Scotland, even so late as the end
of the eighteenth century, was such as it is dif-
ficult for us at the present day to realize.—
Nearly the whole of the sanguinary laws of the
Tudor and the Stuart were still in full force
against them., No Catholic could be attorney,
or justice, or post-master, nor sit in Parliament,
por vote at elections, nor keep fire-arms, nor
defend a suit at law, nor be guardian, or ex-
ccutor, nor practise law or physic. Any per-
son apprchending 2 Popish Bishop, Priest, or
Jesuit, and prosecuting to conviction, was cn-
titled to £100 reward, and the convict was im-
prisoned for life, Catholics wero disabled
from purchasing, or inheriting, or taking any
lands by descent, devise, or limitatiom, but
these were to be given to the next of kin (pro-
vided he were a Protestant)., The punishment
for saying Mass was perpetual imprisosment,
and the same was the penalty for teaching in a
private family. To convert a Protestant to
the Catholic faith was the crime of high trea-
son,

Such, in brief, was the law in England down
to the year 1778, a condition of things worthy
a heathen emperor or an oriental despot. And
there wus this additional ignominy in connec.
tion with the statute from which the Catholies
suffered chiefly at the period to which we refer,
that it owed its existence not to a mistaken re-
ligious zeal, but merely to a vile, politioal
manccuvre. The Act of the 11th and 12th
of King William originated in party faction.
1t was brought into the House of Commons by
the Opposition, without any hope, or indeed
‘any desire, that it should become law; but in
order that the Court party, by rejecting it, as
it was confidently supposed they would, might
incur with the nation the odium of favoring
the Papists! The Court party saw through
the snare, and avoided it by passing the severe
measures proposed. Thus from 1699 until
1978 Catholics were the vietims of enactments
of the harshest description that had become
law simply to serve the purposes of party in-
trigue,

It must not, however, be imagined that the
People of England were nearly as bad as their
legislators would have made them, The in-
8tances are many in which the well-protected
Protestant shielded from the storm his per-
feotly unprotected Ontholio fellew-oreaturs, It

was made a point of honor in several counties
net to give the least encouragement to cither
priest-huanter or informer. It also pot unfre-
quently happened that men were to be met
with of sufficient moral firmness to refuse to
add to their own estates, by a criminal accept-
ance of property forfeited {or conscience sake,
an act which they rightly enouzh judged
would condemn them to undying infamy. For
the honor of human nature we rejoice to re-
cord this; at the same time it will be easily
conceived that these were the exceptions, The
reward that was held out to cupidity was so
great, and impunity in the injustice se certuin,
that it was not to be expected of the ordinary
run of mankind that they would abstain fiom
such a Jucrative spoliatien of the defenceless,
as offered itself before their very cyes in the
persons of the Roman Catholics.

But a change was near at hand. Urged on
by a strong sense of the indignities and wrongs
of which they had been for so long & time the
victims, and, moreover, encouraged by a pro-
mise of hearty support from all those who in
enlightenment and culture were greatly in ad-
vance of their age, the Catholics of Eunglund
resolved at length to make an cffort to obtain
from the Goveroment some recognition of their
right to be protected by the legislation of their
native land, With this object, on the 1st of
May, 1778, the Catholic pecrs and commons of
Great Britain presented an address to his Ma.
jesty, through Eurl Surrey and the Lords Lin-
ton and Petre, stating their paticnee and peace-
ableness during years of past rigor, and ex-
pressing a hope that his Majesty would see no
obstacle between his loyal Catholic people and
their admittance to the rights common to all
British subjects. This address was intended
to pave the way for a motion which it had al-
ready been resolved to put before the House
of Commons, a fortuight later, for leave to
bring in a Bill for the relief of the Catholies
of Englaud frum (helr present grievances and
shameful disabilitics. As it was known would
be the case before they ventured to present it,
the address met with a gracious reception, and,
thus encouraged, Sir George Saville, on the
14th ot May, moved for permission to bring in
a Bill for ¢ the repeal of certain penalties and
disabilities provided in an Act of 10th and
11th of William III., entitled ¢ An Act to
prevent the further growth of Popery.” ”

Saville, upon whom Burke passed this enco-
mium, that ¢ he was an instance of true genius
with a fortune, which thouzh unencumbered
by luxury or excess, was sinking under the
benevolence of its dispenser,” was in every re-
spect the guardian spirit of the persecuted
Catholics of those dark days. In a splendid
torrent of indignant oratory, he denounced the
long-standing wicked oppression :—

I'plead the cause of un oppressed body of men:
who are almost forgotten in the patience and silence
with which for many years they have endured their
grievances. The Bill, of which I ask the repenl, is
a standing memorial of civil rancour and discord.
It holds out a pecuniary reward to stimulate avarice
to do what nature refuscs, it renders the Catholic a
foreigner in his native land, for he can acquire no
cstate, efther by purchase, donstion or industry.—
The effect of this Act upon the clergy is to obliye
them to conceal themselves cither in private houses,
or a8 the chaplains to forcigr ministers; its eftect
upon the whole body of Catholics is to condemn
them to beggary and ignoranco. Protestantism las
m; right to exist if it uphold knowingly so infamous
& JIaw.

He was seconded by Duuning, who with a
noble daring went into particulars that must
have stung with reproach many a member of
that House of Commons who was living sump-
tuously upon the spoils torn from the old
Catholic families :—

This disgraceful law makes it feleny in any for-
ciguer to officiate in England as a priest, but high
treason in o pative, By it, Catholics being cdu-
cated abroad forfeit their estates, which are bestowed
upon the next Protestant relative. By it power is
given to the son to take the estate from the real
proprietor, even though he mey be his awn father,
Is prevents the Catholics from acquiring any legal
property by purchase, which word is applied by the
law to all property acquired by any means than that
of descent. All of these disabilities, which are a
disgince to humanity, it is our object to repeal.—
And altbongh this law has been softoned in prac-
tice, still are the Catholics constantly at the mercy
of the lowest of mankind, for on the evidence of any
of these wretches, the informers, whom the law en-
courages, our judges arc bound to enforce all the
shametul pennlties of the Act, To continuc these
is therefore nothing less than to hold ont a most
powerful temptation for deeds,at tho thought of
which nature recoils with horror; for they ave cal-
culated to loosen the bouds of society, to dissolve
all obligations, to poison domestic life, and to auni-
hilate cvery principle of honor, * ’
Tho motion was received with universal ap-
probation ; the Bill was accordingly brought
1n, and passed without a single negative; for,
as Saville remarked, ¢ Every member.who had
read over the Act of William III, saw at once
that in repealing it, he was, after all, not so
much doing a favour to Catholics as trying to
remove a dark disgrace from Protestantism,”
And yet this relief” Bill, though regarded by
those in whose favor it was passed as a great
boon,, did no more than xepeal part of 1st Aot

of 11th and 12th of the reign of William III,,
namely, those clauses that offered a reward for
the conviction of any bishop or priest accused
of exercising his sacred funetions, as also that
enactment by which €atholics were disabled
from purchasing or inheriting property. The
faithful were still subject to penalties if they
attempted to teach, or to be present at Mass;
they were still prohibited frem holding any
public office; in fact, the greater part of the
cuactments of the penal code remained in full
force against them. Yet the appeal of the
Protestant Association stated it as a huge
grievance that ¢ the remaining laws aguinst
Popery were but as a body .without the soul.”

The Act (18 George I1L. c. 60) which thus
gave tardy apd partial relief to 2 most ill-
treated and long-suffering body of men, and
which reccived the support and approval of the
honorable-minded of every religious persuasion,
was, however, destined to produee results be-
yond all human ecalculation.

The General Assembly of the Irotestants
of Scotland happened to be sitting when the
Euglish Act was in agitation. Upon a notice
being laid before the Assembly that » remon-
strance against the Catholic Relief Bill should
be forwarded to T’urliament, it was, much to
the honor of that body, rejected by a majority
of one hundred. An Act 50 tolerant and just
encouraged the Scotch Catholics to proceed
with 3 measure which naturally they had al-
ready contemplated, namely. to prepure a peti-
tion to the legislature for an extension to them
of the same relaxation of the penal code as had
been granted to their brethren in Lngland.—
Accordingly, an address for this purpose was
drawn up, and regeived the signatures, not
ouly of the Catholics, but also of some of the
most eminent amongst the Protestants of Edin-
burgh; first amongst whom appeared Robert-
son the historian. All seemed to promise
fair ; an carly day was appointed for the pre-
sentation of the address; and the event was
! looked forward to with cager expectancy by
the Catholies, who sought to be relicved from
an odieus and oppressive law, as well as by
the real patriot, who wished to sce a dark stain
removed from the statute book of a Christiun
country. Both were doomed for a time to be
grievously disappointed.

The report that the Scotch Catholies were
secretly at work laboring to effect their release
from the penal laws which had so long weighed
upon thew, had heon spread amongst the Cul-
vinists from the first, and had met with deri-
sive incredulity. When, however, it became
knowa for a certain fact that the petition was
ready for presentation, that no less a person
than the Lord Advocate himsell had under-
taken to present it, and that the Government
was quite prepared to grant all its demands,
the panic and dismay of the Scotch bigots rose
to a critical pitch. Socictics were at once
formed for the * Defenco of the Protestant
Faith,” committees were appointed to issue
pamphlets to inflame the popular mind, fly-
sheets were scattered about in thousands, de-
seribing the ¢ idolatry of Popery,” the ¢ erimes
of the Jesuits,” the “slaughter of kings
and DProtestant nations as taught by the
Popes.” It may be as well to put on
record that the most seditious and the most
criminal of all these foul productions sus
the work of a nonconformist clergyman hired
for this especial task by the Society for the
Propagation of Christian Knowledge. The
i Protestant Safety Committee,” as it was
ealled, had appointed it, as its chief duty, fo
rouse the woestern shires of the kingdom, to
keep the public in a state of constant agitation
by violent anti-Catholie articles in the news-
papers, by alarming placards on the street
walls, by inflammatory ¢ no Popery" harangues
at the corners of the thoroughfures.

Tle effect was soon too evident. It began
to show itself first in apgry, menacing deelara-
tions agaiost the Catholies, made 1n the pro-
vincial synods, at which also resolutions were
passed to oppose cvery attempted measurc of
relief. - The zealots called upon the people
from the pulpits to undertake for themselves
the protection of the national church, and to
avoid as plaguc-stricken all those false shep-
herds who had been bribed to betray the
chosen flock of God. There was no misunder-
standing the intention of all this, and they
whom it most cencerned were naturally the
first to perceive, and to endeaver to defeat it.
So a message was sent to Lord North through
some of the northern members, stating that the
Catholics of Scotland, unwilling to be the cause
of any civil disorder, would refruin from mak-
ing the proposed application to the legislature
for a participation in the legal benefits that had
been conferred upon their coreligionists in

spread throughout Edinburgh, Glasgow, and
other centres of the Protestant agitation, in
the hope that it would assuage the fanatical
fury of the bigets.

But it was too late. ‘The prospeot of a sea-

son of violence and riof, greed for plunder,

England. = A circular to this effect was widely |.

added to the excitement of irrcligious hate, had
roused the worst blood of the fiercest mob in
Europe. And so well known was the magis-
tracy of Edinburgh at that time, and so little
apprehensive were tho conspirators of any at-
tempt at cffeetive opposition to their desigos,
that public notice was given that it was the
intention of the Protestants of Kdinburgh to
asscmble for © the defence of their king, their
country, and their ereed, now threatened by
the cmissaries of the Pope.” They specilied
the time of their rising, their place of meet-
ing, and the object they had in view, and con-
cluded by summoning all “good men and true”
to come forth to their aid. On Sunday, Jan.
31st, 1779, the following incendiary letter was
found scattered through cvery strect :—

Mex axp Brerunex—Whoever shall tind this Jet-
ter will take it as & warnieg to meet at Leith Wynd
on Wednesdsy next, to pull down that pillar of
Popery, lately erccted there,

(Signed) A TROTESTANT.

P.S.—Dloase to read this carefully ! keep it clran,
and drop it somcewhere clse.  Addressed to every
Protestant into whose hauds this sliall conic.

T'rue to their word, only a little carlier than
they bad notified, did the Edinburgh mob as
scmble to carry out their programme. late
in the afternoon of Tuesday, 2nd Icbruary,
the Bishop's house and chapel were surrounded
by crowds mad with zenl and whiskey. The
first intention of the rioters was to pull the
building down piecemeal, and make a bonfire
of the fragments; but their impatience getting
the better of their instructions, they broke in
the windows, and throw lighted torches into
the apartments. A few moments and all was
in a blaze, which, spreading to several adjoin-
ing houses, soon made a great conflagration.—
While this was going on, the Lord Provost and
magistrates, with the Deacon Convenor of the
trades, held a meeting in Goldsmiths’ Hall,
and passsed a resolution to the following cffect :
“ That General Skenc be applied to—that all

fire upon any assemblage of men that refused
to dispersc after suflicient warning. At the
same time nnother proclamation made its ap-
pearance, which, in spite of its unthanly cow-
ardice, had the effect of convincing the rioters
that their hour of impunity was past. It may
not be amiss to rescue from oblivion this un-
worthy document. After humouring the mob
by the assurance that no repeal should take
place of any of the laws in force against the
Papists, the proclamation continued thus:—

# After this public asscrtion, the magistrates wil}
take most vigorous measures of repression, being
satistied that any future disorder will proceed only
from the wicked vicws of bad men, 'The magis-
trates are aware that the riots have hitherto been
duo to the apprehensions of well-meaning people.”

This disrraceful statement implied two sin-
gular circumstances :—first, thut hitherto the
civil power bad not done its duty; and, se-
condly, that the rioters had been in o manper
justified in their past acts of violence. Fecble
and servile as it was, still, united to the order
given to the troops to treat the town 2s being
for a time under martial law, it met the
cmergeney sufliciently, A few days, and
Edinburgh had resumed its usual aspeet.—
‘I'he ruins of two chapels and of a ~core of
houses, the presence of the military in the
streets, the appearance of nineteen rioters (all
of whom were, kowever, pardoned) before the
magistrates—these were the only traces that
scemed to remain of a conspiracy which had
completely paralyzed the civil power, and had
established a reign of terror over a city num-
bering 80,000 inhabitauts,

In Larlisment, the tunpering poliey of the
Seatch magistrasy during the no-Popery riots
was made the subject of the severeet animad.
version; and in the debate of March 15th,
1779, the Lord Advocate for Scotland was re-
minded by Mr. Wilkes of the Seottish Cathe-
lic Relief Bill, and was nsked whether he had

tradesmen shall keep their servants and ap-
prentices within doors—that the magistrates
shall assemble at Fortune's tavern, and that
the City guard shall patrol the streets!”—
Mcantime unopposed, the rioters repaired to
the old Catholic chapel in Blackfriars Wynd
to which they set fire, as well as to half' a dozen
houscs close by, taking care to beat down with
crowbars the timber-work of the upper flats, so
us to seeure the entire destruction of these “nests
of Popery.” While thus cngaged, a cry was
raised, ¢ To the traitors who have aided the
Reliet Bill,” and catching at the inspiration of
vengeance, the mob rushed forthwith to punish
those who had ventured to show syfpathy with
the efforts of the Catholics to obtain some miti-
zation of their grievances,  Robertson, Me-
Donald, Lockhart, and Crosbic the advocate,
were the four who had made themselves chiefly
conspicuous for their courageous support of the
oppressed ; and to the houses of these gentle-
men the rioters hastened to tuke ample re-
venge. They, however, had received timely
warning of what they had to cxpeet, and the
mob on its arrival saw such preparuations made
for defence that they were compelled to con-
tent themselves with breaking a few windows.
To console their disappointment, the rioters
(now swelled to many thousands, and recciving
hourly increase by the arrival of sympathizers
from the outlying districts, and furthermore
encouraged by the eriminal apathy of the civil
authoritics) procceded to fire the town in seve-
ral places at once, spreading the intelligence as
they poured aleng that the magistrates were
against the Papists, and that the military had
sworn not to discharge a single shot upon their
fellow Protestants,

The danger that thus menaced themselves,
their city, and all society, woke up the ma-
gistracy a little from their hitherto scandalous
indifference. Some troops of dragoons were
ordered into the town, the Duke of Buccleugh’s
fencibles were paraded before the mob, and a
proclamation was issued by the Lord I’rovost;
—this, for the moment, was all that the law
found itsclf bound to do for the defence of
property and life, in the very presence of rag-
ing conflagration, and of a vast body of sedi-
tious ruffians, bent upon nothing less than uni-
versal havee and spoliation, Tho city firemen,
when marched with their engines to the various
scenes of destruetion, refused to play upon the
tlames, ¢“having no wish,” as they said, * to
tuke part with the Pope against the Protest.
ants.”

Fortunately for Edinburgh and its people,
there existed at this time a body of shrewd,
sensible men, the heads of the various city
erafts. To the cfforts of these it is duc that
the Modern Athens did not incur a fate similar
to that which, cighteen months later, over-
whelmed Loodon. Moved by their representa-
tions, and by tho certain assurance they gave
him that unless the most energetic measures of
repression were speedily adopted, Edinburgh
would he soon nothing but a heap of ashes, the
Provest and his advisers seemed ab lust te
realize the danger, and to recognize- their

come to the Iloue prepared to fulfil the engage-
ments he had made to “the most deserving
and the most ill-trcated of his Majesty’s sub-
jeets.”  The answer of the Lord Advoeate
was that he had consulted the Catholics of
Scotland, and had been informed that they
dcemed it more prudent, in the present excited
condition of men's minds, to defer putting for-
ward their claims—un reply that provoked this
rejoinder fraom  Wilkes: ¢« It secws to be jm-
agined that the (lovernment of Great Britain
is to be overruled in its admivistration of jus.
tice by whatever sentiment is uppermost
amongst the xcum of the population ;" to whick
he added these ominous words: “ The moby of
Fdinburgh has set a futal example to that of
l.ondon,”

The “ Committee for Protestant Interest,”
that kad arranged the above plot, which, con-
trary to their intention and hopes, hud only
half suceeeded, contrived nevertheless to be the
authors of & more fatal disaster in Englund.—
They stand before us branded with two cspe-
cial disgraces—it was they who contrived the
infamous penal code in Seotland, and from
them came the suggestion of the formation of
that seciety in England similur to their own,
which, under the name of the ¢ Protestant
Association,” was to bring about sucli terrible
events. Indeed, some months before their
own comparative fajlure, the Scotch zealots had
resolved (to use their own phrase) “to come
to the aid of their brethren in lngland;” and
already their correspondence with the funaties
in London and other places was carried on with
a regularity that told of a resoluse and well con-
certed plan.

“The Protestant Association” had but one
great object, namely, by every mcuans, by ser-
mens, by pamphlets, by placards, by street
ballads, by alarming handbills, by the incessant
rumours of a thousand impending dangers, to
arouse throughout the kingdom a universal
ptnic and indignation against the Catholie
body. Theend of this, they hoped, would
be to terrify the Government into 2 repeal of
Relief Bill, und the re-introduction of all the
disubilitics of the Code of William ITI.

Until the autumn of 1779, this diabolical
Association worked on in scerecy. Its agents
were everywhere — they penetrated into the
lowest alleys, into the worst ale-hauses—they
were busy in the fourpenny debating ciubs, and
in the cellars where apprentices held benefit-
meetings—among the sailors of Wapping, and
the slaughterers of Newgate Market.  For
these, the lower, ignorant classes of society,
the agents of the Association proclaimed the
wildeast follies: ¢ The Kiog and kis Ministers
were about to be assassinated by order of the
Pope,’—there were ¢20,090 Jesuits hidden
in the caves of Surrey, who wero ready at a
signal to blow up the banks and bed of the
Thames, so as to drown London and Westmin-
ster,”” To the more scnsible, better educated.
portion of the community, they spoke of the-
danger that would threaten the Protestant sue-
cession if the Pupists acquired power—eof the
oivil liberties so dearly bought by the Revolu-

duties, Orders were issued fo the troops to,

.

tion, all of which the @atholios were bound by



