_THE'EGVPTIA_N INSPECTOR OF WEIGHTS.

~- A person who was cppointed Mobh’tes’ib shortly after
my visit to this country (Moos’tui>a Ka’shit, a Koord)ex-

ercised his power in a most brutal manner, clipping men's
ears(that is, cutting off the lobe or ear lap,)unot only for

tha

the most trifling transgression, but sften for no offence
whatever. He once met an old man drivirg along several

asses laden yith water melons, and, pointing to one of the

largest of these fruits, asked its price.  The old man put

his finger and thumb to his ear lap, ard said, ‘Cut it, sir.’

He was asked again and again, and gave the same answer.
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The Mohh'tes’ib, angry, but unable to refrain from laugh-

ing, said, ‘Fellow, are you mad or deaf ?” *‘Nv,’ replied the

old man, ‘I am neither mad nor deaf; but I know that, if

I were to say the price of the melon is ten fud’dahs, you
would say “Clip his ear;’ and if I said five fud’dahs, or one
fr1’dah, you would say, ¢ Clip his ear 2> © therefore, clip
at once, and let me pass on.” Mis humonr saved him.
-Clipping ears was the usaal punishment inflicted by this
Mohh'tes’ib ; but sometimes he tortured i a ditierent
manner. A butcher,who had sold some meat wanting two
ounces of its due weight, he punished by ecntting off’ two
ounces of flesh from his back. A seller of koona’feh (a
kind of paste resembiing vermicelli) having made his cus-
toners pay a trifle more than was just, he caused him to
be stripped, aud seated upon the round copper tray on
which the koona’feh was baked, and kept =o till he was
dreadfully burned. He generally punished dishonest but-
chers by putting a hook through their nose and hanging a
piece of meat to it. Meeting one day a man carrying a
large crate full of earthern water-botties from Semennoo’d
which he offered for sale as mmade at Ckin’e, he caused his
attendants to break each bottle separately against the ven-
der’s head. Moostuf’a Ka’shif also exercised his tyranny
in other cases than those which properly fell under lus
jurisdiction. He once took a fancy to send one of his
horses to a bath, and desired the keeper of a bath iu his
neighbourhood to prepare for receiving it, and to wash 1t
well, and make its coat very smonth. The bath-keeper,
annoyed at so extraordinary a command, vertured to sug-
‘gest that, as the pavements of the bath were of marble,
the horse might slip and full, and also that it might take
cold on going out? and that it wouid, therefore, be better
for him to convey to the stable the coatents of the cistern
of the bath in buckets, and there to perform the operation.
Moos’tnf’a Ka’shif said, ‘I sce how it is; you do not like
that my horse should go into your bath.” e desired some
of his servants to throw him down, and beat hun with
staves unt he should tell them to stop. They did so;
and beat the poor man till he dicd.

A few years ago there used to be carried before the
Mohh’tes’ih,when going his ronnds to examine the weights
and measures,&c.,a pair of scales larger than that used at
present. Its beam, it is said, was a hollow tube, contain-
ing some quicksilver; by means of which, the beurer.
knowing those persons who had bribed his master, aud
those who had not, easily made either scule preponderate.
—Lane’s Munners of tie Egyptivas.

PicTURES, A JUSTIFIABLE LTxvry.—A man lays.

out a thousand, nay sometimes several thousand pounds,
in purchasing a fine picture. Thisisthought by the vulgar a
very fantastical folly and unaccountable waste of money.
Why so? No one would givesuch a sum for a picture
uniess there were others ready to ofier nearly the same
sum, and who are likely to apprcciate its value and envy
him the distinetion. It is then a sign of taste, a proof of
wealth, to possess it; it is an ornament and a luxory. 1f
the same person lays out the same sum of money in build-
ing or purchasing a fine house, or enriching it with costly
furniture, no notice is taken. This is supposed to be per-
fectly natural and in order. ¥Yet both are equally gra-
tuitous pieces of extravagance, and the value of the ob-
jects is m either case equally ideal. It will be asked,
* but what is the use of the picture ' And pray what is
the use of the fine house or costly furnitare, unless to be
looked at, to be admired, and to display the taste and
magnificence of the owner? Are not pictures and sta-
tues as much furniture as gold plate or jasper tables ; or
does the circumstance of the former having a meaning in
them-and. appealingto the imagination as well as to the
senses, -neutrrilize their virtue, and render it entirely
‘chimerical and visionary? It is true every one must have
a honse of somé kind, furnished somehow, and the super-
flous so. far . grows imperceptibly out of the necessary.
But a fine house, fine furniture, is necessary to no man,
nor of moré value than the plainest, except as a matter of
taste, of fancy, of luxury, and ostentation.— Hazlilt’s
Literary Remains.

-Mgrits oF THE VioLiw.—\7ith the insinuation that

peculiarly belongs to it, this instrument A has shown itseif

copable of being <all things to alli men.” The most vari-

ed and opposite-emotions lie within its reach. It can
‘Awsake the pert and nimble spirit of mirth,’

in the most plebeian jig, or summon feeliugs of the most

refined tenderneas, to do honsurto an adagio from the mind

ty and the exponent of aristocratic taste.  Peasants have
delighted to grasp it in the rough embrace of their horoy
hands; and princes have gladly become the associates of
an orchestra, to exhale in its speaking tones the music
within their souls. Paiuters have made it fignre with high
credit on their canvass; and huve even, as vwe svo in Ra-
phael and others before him, cousigned to the hand’ of an-
gels ’its form and pressure’—2LDuboury on lhe Viviin.

Porsoxous Frsres.—Oysters have been known to
produce various accidents ; and, when they were of a
green colour, it has been supposed that this peculiarity
was also due to copper banks. 'Lhis is an absurdity ; thr
green tinge is as natvral W somo varieties as to the esox
belone, whose bones are invariably of the same hue as
verdigris. Muscles frequently occasion feverish symptoms
attended with a red, and sometimes a copper-coloured
efflorescence over the whole body. These accidents ap-
pear to arise from some peculiar circumstances.  Iu Boulo-
gne, 1 attended the family of Sir James Grant wher Ul
the children who had eaten muscles were labouring un-
der this atfection, while not another instance of it was
observed inthe place. In the Bahama Istands, T witnessed
a fatal case in a young girl who had eaten crabs i she was
the only sufierer, although cvery individual in the family
had shared the meal.  ‘The idea of the testaccous mol-
lusca avoiding copper-bottomed vessels. while they are
found in abundance on those that are not sheathed, is
absurd; this circumstance can be casily explained by the
greater facility these creatures find in adhering to woud.
There is every reason to believe that the supposed poison-
ous oysters found adhering to the coppered hottom of o
ship in the Virgin Isles, and the occasional accidents
amongst the men that ate them, were only so inthe
ohserver's imagination, and that part of the ship’s company
| Were aficeted by some other cavses. Another report,
'equally absurd. ‘was that of the fish having gradualiy quit-
{tcd the Thawmes and Medway since copperiug ships bot-
itoirs has been introduced ! The following may be con-
!'sidered the fish that should be avoided:

i
1

Scomber carileo-argenteus.
Clupea thrissc.
Escx burvcula.
Couracinys fuscua.
Spuarus chrysops.
Scomber marisus.
Coracinus minor.
Scomber.

DB.tlistes nonoceros.
Murea major.
Xiphias gledivs.
Ostracion zlobellun
Perca merina.

The Spanizh mackerel,
The vellow-billed =prat,
The baracuta,

Grey snapper,

The poraie,

The king-tish,

The hyne,

Bottle-nosed cavallo,
O!d wife,

Conger-eel,
Sword-fish,

Smootn bottle-fish,
Rock-fish,

I have known accidents arise from the use of the dol.
- phin on the hizh seas; and, while I was in the \West lu-
dies, a mel:ncholy instance of the kind ocrurred, when
the captain, mate, and three seamen of atrading vesseld
died from the poiron; a passenger, s wife: and a boy |
were the only survivors, and were fortanately picked uip!
in the unmanzgeable vessel—Curiositics of Medicul Ex-.
perience by Dr. JMitlingen,
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JuLy Packer.—Her Majesty’s Packet Nightingule
arrived here on Thursday morniug, bringing London dates
of the Gth of July. The news are not so itnportant as was
expectcd. The policy of the Queen’s government wil
doubtless be materially effected by the ensuing general
election—in the meantime, all parties are in the field,
boping to ensure a majority of members on their side. The
following items of intelligence we have gathered from our
file of London Newspapers—

GENEROSITY OF THE LATE Kinc.—The Windsor
correspondent of the Times gives tiie following well-told
version of a well-known instance of thi late King's
generosity :—It was my fortune many years ngo to be pre-
sent in the House of Lords during the time when the pre-
sent intrepid Lord Chicf Juatice of the Queen’s Bench
was, as Solicitor-General to Queen Caroline, making his
speech in her defence. His late Majesty, then Duke of
Clarence, was seated at the end of the gallery erected
for the occasion on the right side of the throne in the
House -of Lords, - Mr, Denman was summing up the
charges which had beeu made against her Majesty, whon
he as well as many other persons below the bar heard the
Duke of Clarence, who was conversing, 1 think, with
Lord Falmouth, utter a charge against her Majesty far .nore
atrocious than any on those on which the Bill of Pains and
Penalties was justified. Mr. Denmanr suddenly stopped

uud bhand of a Sphor. It is at once the type of rustic gaie-

' N
plance where his Royal Highness was seated, exclaimed—
i If there be any worso chuarges than these, which apg

hears me, and makes such churges, to thut may
I suy”’—and his finger almost foll on the Duke of Clurepeq
as ho sud it— £ thou  slanderer.” ' L.

The
senaution created «in the House of
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"Lords by the last foue
words and by the pointed gesture which necompunied
them, 1 shall never forget. I helt ve llu_n there was 5
call of “ order 37* but 1w sure that no interruption wag
given to the orator.  Here then was cause of offunce,
grave and sorious, personal ns well as political.  Did the
Duke of Clarence, when raised to the throne, seek to re.
venge the insult, as he might deem it, wluch the intropid
advocate had east on hun i the neccessury dischurgu of
his duty 7 Quite the reverse,  He told Sie I Denman,
shurtly after his appointinent to the oflice of Solicitor.
General under Lerd Grey’s Administration, thet he only.

with which he had performed bis arduous duty. [ had the
satisfiction of hearing Sir U Denmnn muke a declaration
to that efleet in the House of Commons ima very brief
bat eloquent and lwuching speech. And an additional
proofithat hin Majesty feit towards Lowd Dennan the
seutitments ot respeet which he expressed, was subsequent-
Iv gi\'cif by his t:lcm('mg Lim to the peerage after hoe had
boen raised to his present eminent judicial situution.

Tue CovkT.—The Queen did not quit Kensingtog

on Wednesday.,  Iler Majesty received the Sheritly of
London, and appointed the 12th of July for the reception
of the uddress. Al the city parishes, most provincial -
towns, sud ncarly all the countics, havo prepared ad.
dresses to her ﬂajcs!y. The Duke of Elchingen and
General Baudrand, depuated by the King of the French o
congratulnte her Majesty on her necession to the throne,
were introdaced to the Queen, ot Kensington, on ‘Thurs-
day, by Count Sebastinni.  Dr. Stanley did homage for
his see of Norwich,  The Queen gave nudienee to Lord
Palmerston and lord John Russell.  The Duchess of
Sutherhind and Colonel Cavendish attended e }lajeny '
On Suaday, the chapel at Kensington Palace was
crowded, buat neither the Queen wor any member of the
Royal Famly was present, her Majesty haviog had servies
pertoried in her apartinents by the Dean ot Chester. The
(Queen took 1 drive as far as Finchley, on Munday even-
ing, between five and seven o'clock, and also on Mounday
and yesterday evealugs, accompanied by the Duchess of
Kent.
"he Queen has sigmitied her intention of taking up her
residence in Buckingham Palace in alout a fortsicht. Her
loyal Hhighness the Pochess of Kent w:il m“(-r-.'py apart-
ments in that Palace ot the satue tine with fer )lu'jc;ly.

ALTERATION IN THE Rovar Anss.—The Reysl

Arms of Eoglund will vary much fiom those worn by her

Muajesty's five predecessors. “Lhe Sovereign Leing a fo-
male, they will be borre on a lozenge insteadd of a shield,

end the wnperal crest of a hon surieo. nting the crown

will be discontinuced, as will nleo the m.r.;alcl::roxx of Pre-

tence bearing the arms of Hunover surmonated by the

crown of that kingdom.  "The arms will in future consist of

the four grand quarters only—upame!ly, Fugland in the first
and founth, and Scotland and Irelund iy the second and
ti:ird quarters.

During the recent proclamation of the Queen at St
James's Palace, Mr. O Conaecll was in the front rank of
spectators, aud exerted his stentorian lung«, when her Ma-
justy came to the Balcony, with such eifect as to atiract
upiversal attention.

The accession ofa very young female to the throne of
this country 1s an event unprecedented in the history of the
kingdow. ~ Indeed, without regard to sex, the youthful
Princess assumes the full regal power at an earlier sge
than any of her predecessors. — The previous instances of
young princes ascending to tho exalted station of an Eng-
lish Monusrch have been in the cases of mivors, which bave
consequently required the inte: josition of regencies. Hen-
ry HI., Ricliard 1., Henry V1., Edward V., and Edward
.VI..wero all minors, and a regency, that fruitful cause of
intrigue and evil nmbition, was required under each. Al
the othor iSovereigus of England hud, at least

the ordinary nonsge of 21 years before they wore the -
crown. ‘

WrsTyuinsTER ELEcTion.—In
solution assed by a numerous body of Westminster elec-
lors, a deputation, consisting of Joseph Brown, Esq. Joba
Th_urston, Esq., and the chairman, Gilbert Pouncey, Esg-
waited on Lord John Russell on Friday morning to re-
quest hm‘lorduhip to become a candidate for the represen-
tation of Westminster. The deputation was vory cordi
received ; but we understand his lordship declined the
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insinuated agniust her Majesty, lut thens bo made ju
pnblic, not whispored in - private. If there be any map -

honoured him the more for the resolution and cournge -

ursaance of a re= '
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honour, as two candidates in the Reform interest ht",‘_-‘h

announced themselves—namely, Genera! Evans and
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short, aud then exalting his voice, and looking at the

Leader—Ckronicle.
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