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JUVENILE TALES. varieties of- fishes that were in the sea, and tell me tales of the)jmost vahmble fmnds l possess on tbis side iie gredt ocean.- They‘
S S - sea-mensters that lay hid at the bottom, aund were seldom seen zeceived me from the captain as the littte profege “of Mkm:on,
. ARABELLA HARDY ; by men ; and what a rrlonous sight it would be, if oar eyes con!d |and from them I have learned passages of his former life “aod thiz

OR THE BEA VOYAGE.

1was bornin the East Indies. Ilost my father and. mother
‘young. At the age of five, my relations thaught it proper that ]
should be sent to England for my education. I was to be en-
trusted tothe care of a young woman who had a character for
great humanity and discretion ; but justas [ bad taken lenve of
my friends, and we wero about to tzke our passage, the.young
woman suddenly fell sick, and could not go on board. In this
unpleasnntemerﬂ'ency, no one knew how to act. The ship was
at the very point of sailing, and it was the fast which was to sail
for the season. At leugth the Captain, who was known to my
friends, prevailed opon my relation who had como with us to see
us embark, toleave the young wouan on shore, and to let me
emburk separately. There was no possibility of getting any other
fernale atiendant for me, in the shiort time allotted for our pre-
paration ; and the opportunity of going by that ship was thoughl
too anuuhle to be lost. No other ladies happened to be going

and sp I was consigned to ths care af the captain-and his crew—
rough and unaceustomed attendants for u young creature dehcate-
}y broaglhit ap ns I had been ; but mdoed they did their best to
make me not fecl the difference. The unpohshcd sailors were
my nurserv-u'mds and’ my waiting-women, L\'ery thing was
done hy the caplain and the men to accomodale me, aud mnke
me easy.
to be considered as my room, and ‘nohody might enterinto it.
The first mate had a great character for bravery, and a1l ‘sailor-
like.accomplishments ;  but with all this he bad a gentleness of

.. manners, and a pale, feminine cast of face, from ill health and a

+ weakly constitution, which subjected him to some ridicale from

the officérs, and caused him to be named Betsy. e did not
~mueh like the appellation, but he submiited to it the better, say-
ing 1hnl those. who gave him a woman's name, well knew that
he lmd a man's heart, and that in the face of danger he would go
as Tar as any man. To this young man, whose real nawe was

FJ. hurles Atkinson, by a lacky thought of the captain, the care of

\@oﬁhc mnn, ‘but 1 was sorry for the inofiensive “lnlc

mo was especially entrusted. Botey was pioud of his. charge,
aud, to do him Justice, acquitied himself with great diligence and
adroitness through the whul(. of the voyage, Irom the heummn'r
[ had eomehow looked. upon Betsy as a woman, hearing him 50
spoken of, and this rm‘onmlea] Ine in some measere to the wnnt
,ofa mmd which T had been vsed to.” Bat 1 was m.m‘treuble
'rnrl at all tipes, and gave nobady nuch trouble, '

¢+ I'have not hnowlcdbe enpughto give an account of my voyage,

‘ ‘nr to romem!mr the names of‘ the seas we pnssecl through, or the

hmds which we touched upon, in our course, The chiel thing 1
run romember (for 1 do not recollect 1h ie evants of the voyage in
any order, ), was All\mson t.kaw nw upnu deck, 1o see the great
whales playing about in_the sea, Thero was one great whale
caine bounding up out of the sea, and then he would drive i into it
- aguin, and then would come upat a distance where nobndy ex-
. pected hiw, und another whale was ﬂnh:wmrr':fmr him. Atkinson
_said they  were at play, and that the lesser whale loved that big-
ger whale, and kept it company all through the wide seas : hut 1
thought it strange play, and a frightful kind of loye : for I every
minute expected they would come up to our ship, and. toss it.
But Atkinson sail a whale was a gentle creatare, and it was a
sort of sea-olepliant, and that the most powarful creatures in
nature are always the least hartful.  And he told me how men
went aut to take these whales, and stuck lang pornt(.d darts into

them ; and how l!m SED Was dzseulnunod with ‘the blood of these.

poor whales for mnn; miles distance ; and | admired the conrage
Many
other prelly sights: he used 1o show me, wlen he Wwas not’ an
watch, or dom" sume daty for the ship. No one was more atten-
tive to his duly ther ha ; but st sach times as he had leisure, he
would show me il pretty sea-sighls :—the dolphins and porpoises
that came before a storm, and all the colours which the sea chang-
ed 10 ; how sometimes it was a deep blue, and then a deep green,
and gometimes it wounld.scem all on fire ; all these various ap-
pearances he would show me, and attempt to explain tho reason
of them to me, as well as.my young capacity would admit of.

"There wasa lion and n tiger on board, going to England asa pre-
sunt 10 the king ; nnd it was a great diversion to Atkinson and!
we, after I had got vid of my first terrors, to sve the ways of
these beasts in their dens, and haw venturous the sailors were iui
puiting their hunds through the grates, and patting their rough,
fome of the men bad mounkeys, which ran loose about,;
ard the sport was for the men 10 loose them, and find them again.!
The wonkeys woul! run up the shrauds, snd pass from rope to;
rope, with ten timos greater slacrity than the most experienced,;
sailor could follow them ; nnd sometimes they won!d hide them-
mefves in the most unthought-of places, and when they wero
found, they wauld grin, snd make mooths, as ifihey had sense.
Atkinson described to me the ways of these little animals in their
native woods, for e bad seen them. - Ob, how many ways he
* thought of to amuse me in that long voyage !
Sometuimos ho would describe to me the odd shnges and,

conls.

I had a little room made ont of the cabin, which. wns ‘

1

he sharpened to behold all the inhabitants of the sea at once,
swimming in the great deeps, as plain as we see the gold and
sitver fish in a bow! of glass. With such notions he enlarged my
infant capacity 1o take in many things.

When in foul weather T have been terrified at the motion of the
vassel, as itrocked buckwards and forwards, he would still my
fears, and tell me that [ used to be rocked so. once in a cradle,
and that the sea was God’s bed, and the ship oar cradte, and we
were as safe in that greuier motion, as when we felt that lesser
one in our little wooden sleeping-places. When the wind was up,
and sung through the sails, and disturbed me with its violent
clamours, he “would call it rhuosic, and bid me hark to the sea-
organ, and with that name he quieted my tender.upprehensions.

When T have looked around with a mournful face atseeing allf}

men about me, -he would enter into my thoughts, and: tgll'me
pretty stories of his mother and his sisters, and a female cousin
that he laved hetter than his sisters, whom he cal!ed‘Jenny and
say when we got to England 1 shoald go and see them, and how
fond Jenny v.ouh] be of his little daughter, as he called me. ; ‘and
with these umwes of women and females whu:h he raleed m my
I'.mcy, he quleteu me fora- while. One time, and pever but once,
hetold nie lhalJennv had promlscd ta be Lis wile tfevex he came
lo I‘nnlgnd but lhm he l'nd his doubts whether lie should live to
get home,, for he avas very: sxchly _This made-me cry bitterly.
That T dwell so long upon the attention of this Atkinson, is
only becauyse his d(..nh, whlch h'\ppened Just hefore we got to
England, aﬂeoled me so much, that he alone. of all the slnps crew
has en"rossed _my mind cver since ; lhough indeed the captain
amil nll were qmrrularly kind to me, and strove to make up for
my uneasy and unnatural situation. The Loatswain would pipe
far my dlverewn, aud ths sailor-boy wouid chmb the dungerous
mast for my sport. The rough foremast-man would never will-
ingly appear before me, till he had combed his long black lair
smooth and sleek, not to terrify me. The officers got up a sort
of play for my amusement, and Atkinson, or, as they called him,
Betsy, acted the heroine bl'the piece. All ways that could be
contrived, were thought upon, to reconcile me to. my-lot. T was
tho universal f.xmunte ; [ do not know how deselvedly, but]
suppose it was hecause T.was alone, and there” was no female in
the ship besides me. [Jad I come over with female relations or
attendants I should have excited no particalar cunosny i T should
have required no' wacommon attentions.* T was one little woman
among a crew of men ; and 1 believe lhe hom.me whlch I have
read lhut men’ umvcrs'\lh, pay to’women, waﬂn thig cnse d:rected
to me, in the sbsence of uH other womenl\m(l 1 do not l\now
how that might be, but I was a little prmcess amonrr 1h9m and i
was not 'six years old, -
1 remember the first dmwbach whu.h h-:ppened to my comfort
was Atkinson not appearing the whole of one day. The ‘captain
tried to reconcile me to it, by saying that Mr. Ammon wis.con-
fined 10 his cabin ; that he was not quite well, but a day ortwo
would restore him, T begzed to be taken in to see him, but this
was uot granted. A day und then another came, and another,
and no Atkinson was visible, and [ saw apparent solicitade in the
faces of all the officers, who nevertheless strove to put on their
best countenances before me, and to be more than usually kind to

me. At lengih, by the desire of Atkinson himself, as 1 have since
learned, 1 was permitted to go into his ca’in and see him, He

wus sitling up, apparently in a stale of great exhaustion ; but
his fuce, was lighted up when he snw me, and he kissed me, and
told e that he was going a great voyage, f.u' longer than. lhnl
which we had passed together, and he sh0u|d never come back
and though T was so young, I understood well enough that he
meant this of his death, and I crled endly but fie comforted me,
and told me, that T must Iln. his - little executrix, and perform his
last will, and bLear his last words .to his mother and his sisters, |I®
and 1o his cousin Jenny, whom I should see in a short time ; and
he gave me his blessing, as a father would bless his child, and he
sent i last kiss by me to all his female relations, and he made me
promise that 1 would go and see them when I got to England,
and sooun aftey this he died ; but 1 was in another part of the ship
when he died, and T was not told it til! we got to shore, which
was a few daysafller ; butthey kept teliing me that he was better
und better, and that I should soon see him, but that it distarbed:
him to talk with any one. Oh, what a grief it was, when I
learned that 1 had lost an old ship-mate, that had made an irk-
some situation so bearable by his kind assiduities ; and to think
that he was gone, and I could never repay him for his kind-
ness !

When I had been a year and: a half in England, the ecaptain,
who had made another voyage to indin and back, thinking that
time hagd alleviated a little the sorrow of Atkinson’s relations, pre-
vailed upon my friends who had the care of me in England, to let
him introduce me to Atkinson's mother and sisters. Jenny was no
more ; she had died in the interval, and I never saw her. Grief

& W’ell

for his death had brought on a consumnption, of which she linger-
cd about a twelvemonth, and then expired. But in the mother
and the sisters of this excellent yousg man, 1 have focud the

3

in particular, thatthe illness of which he died was broaght'on by,
a wound of which.he never quite recovered; which he got in the.
desperate attempt, when he was quite a boy, to.defend-his captain,
against a soperior force of the enemy which had bourded him,.
and- which, by his premature valour, imspiriting 1he men, they
finally succeeded in repulsing. ' This was that Atkinson, who,.
from his pale and feminine appearance, was called Betsy : thix
was he whose womanly care af'me gots hitn the name of a wo-,
man ; who, with more thun fersale dttention, condescended 1
play the handmaid to & little nnﬂccomphnie_d orphan, that fortene .
had cast upon the care of & rough sea- captaiz and hiv rougher:
crew. - ‘

THE FINALE T0 A CourTsHIP,—** Flora—ah !'desrest Flora.
—1 dm come—ah ! Flora—I am ¢ome to—oh !'yon can decide my.
fate—~] am come, my Florah—ah!” 1 see yon, Maleolm,’
pprfectly You. are come, you tell me. -Interesting intelligence,
cerlalnfy Well, what next?” «“Qhb, Flora! Tam come to—
lo —¢ To offer me your heart_and hand, I suppose ? 2 ¢ Yeg
do it like'a man, if you cen, and not like a. monkey.”’

e Ph:rrue tale your qe!f-possessmn e exclauned I, suddenlv sturt-
ing ug from my: knee,, pon; which 1. hud fallen m ‘an attitode that
might have won. the approwl qfeven Maddme de Maxllard Fra:er -
“ you nmke me a\humed of myaelf” KL Pmceed, s:r ;”
Flom ' “ You hhe hrevn:y it uould séem ! © les,” smd [‘Ior.. )
“ Then—-—wﬂl yuu rmrry me ? 30 Yes® ¢ Williyou gwe me a
kiss 227 ¢ ¢ You | may take one.”” I took the proﬁi.red kiss. *¢ Now

to be suid, why may it not be said, why may it not be said in me:"
ieconds, instead of stuttering and stammering ‘tsvo hours about
it? Oh, how cordially. I'do hate all niaiserics I’ exclaimed the -
merr)" maideh, clasping her hands energetically. ¢« Well, then,”

_[(:"’he Wife: Ilun!el, and Flora -Douglas,’” by the '&Ionunyu
Family.] g

. SHOEING IIonsra —-Spp.}‘hinw of their nails, :Mr.,
marks, ** lhe) maile nails, but they were round and not square.
I was ‘the first, ¥ thick, that lauwht them to male a square | nail._
"low1rds the end of, 1829, a favourite’ horse, “sent ‘to Radama’ byn
SirR. T. i'arqudhar,ﬂm tive' charge of M Hnslle ln the prououu
year last one of his shocs, nnd Lhere Was_No pez:on in'the capxlal\
who knew. hew ta shos’a, horse «Seeing the' un\lely of the hlng,
Esaid fo- hlm, lf)ou will trust me,A 1 wnll nall son: lhe old shoe .
The l\mrr'wus c\(:ecdm"!y pleased and wxshed me- 10 ’do .
I made a model of 2_horse shoe nail, and the native smiths, mnda
sowme mnls exactly like.the model. The horse was brotizit iato,
ane’ oflhe royal huuac,s ; .and the Iung, hla, oﬂicers, smuhs, ete.:
assembled, to witness- 1he novel transaction. While T was drw—
ing the nails into the animal’s hnof the kmu f'requem]y cried out,
Tale care, take care, don't hurt the horse, ‘dan’t-hurt the herse !.,
[ continued driving the nails, clinched them, rasped the.foot,
ete. and 1he horse. was Jed out unhurt, to the great astonishment
and delight of all present, who appeared, from this trifling circum-,
stance, Lo attach increased importunce to our residence among
them. Ishould not huve attempted it, had I not often nailed on.
old shoes when I used to.take. my father’s hmres ‘to. the biack-
smith’s =hop in ' Wales. :After this, the B alagasy smiths made
Lheee sort of nuds, as .well as hcrae-shoes, and shod the : kmg 3,
horses, though they did it but clumsnly until the arrival of the.
smith sent. out from I‘nuhmd ' ’

A SisrLeE Varour- mar-r—-xhe manner of procunnu “the
vapour-bath is singular, _and differs from that ordmanly pursued
in this counlry orin RLSB[D, where the stesm: bn\h is in more
rreueml uce than perhaps in dny other nation ofEurope and whein.
the room for baths is filled with steain by pouring water on a
heated stone ;. it differs scarcely less from the rude and simple
mode adopted by the South Sea Jslanders, who fix the patient.in
a sort of open-bottomed: chair, ard place him in that position over
a pile of stones heated red hot, but covered with herbs and gross
suturated with water. The Malagasy seat the patient ever a lurge
earthen or other pan containing water, spreading over him several.

large native cloths, and then produce the quantity of stcam re-

quired by casting pieces of iron, or stopes heated red-hot, into
the water.
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that is goifig'lo work . mtlonally,” ‘said ‘Flora,” ¢ when a lhmn '3

suid 1, ¢ humbug apart, what day shall ‘we fix for our marriage 2’ ‘
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