. these sheep.”
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AM'ATEUR FARMING. .
From a Letter in reply toa Commumcmlon from a fnend on Farming.

My farmmg, of which ) ou make so black an account is at an end
-—-Otllellos occupation’s gone”—I have in msvust thrown all up,
the unp]easant ﬂ.elmg has wotn off, and I can now.laugh witl the
best of them, at myself I made known my intention to you.
to purchase a few acres; you said nothing to dissuade me
from so doing. ~ I bought, aua thinking the next step in life was
to acquire some knowledge of agriculture, I determined to manage.
it my. se]f, perhaps I should have said wismanage. I had no con-
ccptlon of the interest taken in these pursuits; my ml}.lcty, at firsg
pleasing, soon became so intense as to be perfectly pamful I will.
not tire you with an account of all my minute concerns—you have
well deseribed them by asserting they would afford no rest. But
so had I been given up to other, I may say quite other, pursuits,
{hat thouvh for a time Ihad with much resolution discarded them
the) 'vou]cl force themselves upon my mind, when I was striving to
fix it upon matters relating to my new oceupation. The effect was,
that T benan to be a cold uuhtanan, and fo look upon my former
stadies with something like contempt—then as-enemics. This.was
a Jamentable state ; I bad forsaken the delight of all my days, and
roesembled Cowley’s state, described by him in the “ Abeyance of
Love,”

“ Thousand worse passions then possessed
The interregnum of my breast.”

- Tfelt den'raded for. I had lost one mvredxent of happincss, and
certainly not found another. And I found that I was, in all pro-
per knowledge that should become.a man.(i. e. afarmer) decidedly
inferior to the lowest of the 'grad@. I am afraid, had prosperity
crowned my little attempt, I should have become penurious and”
avaricious. I was-the glass-seller in the  Arabian Tale,” in build-
ing castles; and destroying the means swhereof to Dbuild them. I will¢
not be .wear;spme by. enumeratmg all my little' %;sasters, but.mere-
ly tell you‘how. I;managed .about'my sheép. " I.had"a.day-laborer
who, served me as!a hind: he was a faithful and: hbnest: fellow, I.
belleve, buts&tht of a.wag; .he, had‘ nrdryghumour about lnm, ,not‘
ﬂmt I, Ly any means, would say"ho did not do’his best to moisten

t; he was about forty. years of age, a little man, every:feature' of
his face sectned to have a screw. in it, which:he could ﬁove cither
way at pleasure; whenever. he spoke seriously he- always looked
straight ata wall, (if one was near him), or the bole of a tree, or,
if no such.object presented. itself at his fingers, (and they looked
like things grown out of raugh ground ;) but whenever there was
a sly meaning in what he had to say, he always looked up in your
face, let out some of his screws, and tightened others, and nearly
half-closed one eye, and all but quite the other, and inclined his
head a trifle towards the right shioulder. This would have amused
me, but I soon discovered that it was his usual mode of telling that
something or other went wrong, something out of its usual course,
which he meant to show went wrong through wy fault,  But “re-
venons a Inos’ moutons”—my first purchase of sheep happened thus:
I was recommended to send to the fair of , and told what I
ought to give for half a score of ewes. Béfore the fair day, how-
uver, as I was walkmg along the road, near my garden gate, I met
a lar're ﬂock of sheep, and some drovers. I found they were going
to the fair. IIere, thought I, is an opportumty not to be lost—no
trouble of Sending to fair—and a manifest saving in-haying them
driven home ; I found, too, the price was much under what I was
told to give, so I'thought myself perfeetly safe: sheep were sheep,
and the sheep I bought—and without the aid of my man. When
he came up, (as be was sent for to put the sheep in the field,) I
said with an air of some importance, never having been the master
of so many animals before, “ Here, Ricbard, I have bought to-mght
‘ ."'thc]:, sir,” said he, “ ewes or wethers?* I am
ashamned to confess, Eusebius, that I did not know ; it was provok-
ing—1 looked like a fool.’ The man I had bought of, relieved
me by pointing out' my purchase, and Richard was for a time too
busy to notice me." “ These ate pretty lightfoots,” said he, with
his arch look, “where shall I take 'em sir?” “Why,” said I,

“you know very well, to the field.” « Oh, ay,” quoth he, “but
may be they won’t like the field.” I could mot in the least tell
what he meant, never having heard of* consulting their liking.
* Well,” ‘said'he, “ I'll drive thein there, but if they don’t like it
they won't stop.”  What do you mean?” said ‘1. “IWhy, them
sheeps be all greyhounds.” " Shortly after, I met a neighhor, and
told him what a purchase I-had made—¢ And where are - they?”
replied he.  * In the field above the house,” said I.- « No, they
are not,” says-he,’ “ for I have just'seen about that number ‘break
over liedges, and away with ’em; as fastas they could scamper—if

.—and away he went on the run.

“quoth Richard, « will. be sure to ‘get 'em out.”

- honor’s own pigs.”
ted my bile, I threw myqelf back in 1y chalr, and - ‘lau ohed out’
‘most heartily.

“chard.

-and two treasures of skins,”

thuse are yours you hatl-better.send after them’ --nnd going off—

“When you've caught ’em, sell ’em.” This was indeed a bad be-
gianing. I went for my man—he looked this time in-my face as I
told my story=cand told him to go after them. ¢ Oh'! there’s not.
much-use ingoing after them,” said he, “at least not-without a dog™
I, like a fool, I am ashamed to-

confess it, litfle dreaming he was gone to borrow a sheep dog, let

loose my large Newfoundland, and away I went along the mnd as
fust as my legs could carry me.
"sheep 3 that is, [ came in sight o P[.hem, and poiuted them out ta

About a mile on I found the

the dog. Off went Neptune, and oft went the sheep; I saw him
plunge into the midst of them—he bad brought down one, and the
rest went farther than ever.  He. had, indeed, brought down one,

‘and by the time I came up, had made 2 good hole in itsside. * The

poor thing was killed sure enough. | Now I didn’t mind the Joss of

the sheep, but was in dismay at Richard’s up-look,, which Iknewt

awaited me.. I met it, and was humbled—* Your honer,” said he,
“had better kecp a hunter and a pack of hounds, for them deer's
capital sport, and I see.your honor’s in at the death.” Afier much
time, trouble, and cost, the shccp were recov ered, and as my friend
advised, sold, at a loss. It was ‘amusing enough to Richard the day
of the disaster. I returned in no very good humour,. and finding:
two large pigs in the garden, made # boy, whom I had just hired,
drive them instantly to the pound, -and in the evening in came Ri-
chard with one of his looks, and asked for money to get the pigs
out of the pound. '
the pound ! #why I've had ’em put in.”. “Then your houor,”
% Not I,” said I,

mdxgnantly; “let those get 'em out that own them.” The fellow

“gave a double serew, and slmhtly curled his thin hps, and affecting

great submlssxon, rephed ina low and slow voice, « Them is ,your
This took ‘me by surprise, cﬁ‘l,ctunllv dlssxpa-

Richard- put lus hand to his- mouth, made antics
\thh hisknees ‘to’ suppress' his mnrth,cbuot it would not- do e
goye way to lns humor,’ laughcd ]ouger than I, and thcn as sudden-

Jy. stoppea—asked*my pardonz adding— “‘Sure your * honor” knows

bést,‘but Itthlnk,,we’d hé
"them' (with a marked omphaeis)hett b !

er’ getﬂem out ﬂus rtxmc,» and pumsh
L5 ""(‘i\. Wi

My sccond purchase was still more unfortunate, This time I
did not trust to my own judgment, but requested a neighbor farm.-
er, who was going to a fair, to” buy me six sheep. - * Six sheep I”
said Richard, who was present, locking up now at'me and now at
Farmer L—, **six ewes in Jamb this time.” He looked again
at me, as much as to say, I doubt yet if measter knows one from
tother.” Thesix ewes were bought—twenty-five shillings a-picce,
I had heard that a good shepherd knows every sheep in his large
flock. I liad the curiosity to study the physiognomy ef mine: in
vain, I never could tell one from the other, and jidging from the
intenseness of my obsei'vation, I much doubt the fact. Well, I had
now six ewes in lamb. These will produce me at least a lamb each;
that will be twelve—twelve lambs—twice twelve, twenty-four—
ind so I went on counting, till (upon my fingers) I was master of
a tolerable flock. "In the morning before breakfast, if any met me,
and asked me where I had been, the answer was, « To look at my
sheep”—after breakfist, “ to look at my sheep”—before dinner, “to
look”at my sheep"—after dinner the same. I was leoking at my
sheep all  day, and '* wool-gathering all night.” I drearned of
them—ivas Jason going after the golden fleece—I was a shepherd
king. Great'thinjs, they say; ‘arise from small beginnings; so it
was with mé'; wonderful speculations arose outof my six-ewes:in |
Jamb. 1 did Richard the justice to tell him one day,, that e was
as watehful of my six sheep as I was.” " He gave one of his looks,
and said, suddenly dropping his specch in great gravity, « They
must be looked arter, for I"question: if *twouldn't be best to send
them to the hutcher I* Send my, six:ewes in lemb to a buteher!
Why send them to a butcher ? thought I.  Not long after, seeing
Richard, I said, for something to say, “\Vel],i Richard, have you
seen my six sheep this morning ?”  * No, sir,” quoth Richard, and
then screwing up some and' unscrewing others of his features, « I
have scen five, for t'other’s a mutton, and mutton your honor‘won’t
like to eat.” One of my sheep was dead.  'T'he week following,
another: - T had now but four sheep out of six. “Bad work, Ri-
chard,” said I, “four out of six.” ¢ Four 'sheep and tt"y"o skins,
your honor will please to count them,” quoth the serutinizing Ri-
‘To “thake -the best of it, and be beforehand ‘with my joke
to my friend Richard, I said to him, “Well, we have four sheep
“ No, your henor. excuse me, you're
wrong there, four sheep only, the skins were stolen last night.’
There was no standing this, itwas so. The day after came the sad-
dest news of all. Richard called me from my bed. ¢ Them as’
took the skins,” said he, *have come for the sheep---they'ré gone.

« Out of the pound, said I, « X get them out of

“ Gone I suid I «wher€?  « Most lll\e]y," repllecri he‘ et ot s
Fair.”  «'The fuir ! that's twelve miles offy’ Rlc]mrd o Yé?, 5 ".*
and them astook ’em must lmve ‘took “ent in'd hoht curt for two of
‘emn could never have gone there a foot, zmd be’ sure they re at’ the
fair at L—— by this time.™ Thus of my six ‘ewes in lawb I had'
.not even askin. I thought it right to send af‘tcr them,and nccord-
mff]v Rlchard went, and 1eturned the mght ful]owmg with my fuur
sheep. The thief, cither finding "them not 'marketable, or frox
fcar or other cause, had abandoned them, und ‘they were foundf
about a mile from the town. - ¢ I've brought’ cm backy™ said? ‘he,’
«hut I doubt if twot‘bf em he woith the fetchmm"’ 'l‘heJ f‘ollow-
ing day another died,’ nnd within a' fe days nnofher ‘M y sw sheep
were how reduced tootwo

one lambed a day or two before the other “ We]] Rlchard“' ::md‘
I, jokingly, ¢ we have now throe of * em.’
have e long,”" was the rcpl y, and ere mnny hours the lamb'died.
In a day'or two the other ewe Jembed--two lambs.® Onie wag tas
keri from iler, and put to the'ewe that-hed [ost'lier lamb. She
smelled at- :t‘,z‘md kicked it away. - It was then sent'back to.its own
mother, but she would 'have.notliing to do with it, butted it, and
sent it packing.. - They were all of themn put-into a small orchards;’
“it was quite cuvious and sad ‘to see the little thing run first to one
and then ‘to another, and be rojecteéd by both, Here Richard
-showed his knowledge. 1le made a sort of coat'of -the dead one’s
skm. and put it on the rejected living—on the Disown'd, % "Phe
credture took to it immediately.

the lambs got bad heads, m\d Richard pronounce(l thexrrtlo'om mﬂ’
adviséd me to send them to the next fmr—-thedumbsP'by th‘is’o'ti“ c‘I
+were grown up to look as big ne
dadvico, nfid ‘to th% fmrfhc wentuwath hlm, arid: btouglhtvmetbnck
' 3s. 8(]. ; a«pretty »busxness thls was-r-keep thrown.’a ﬂny‘:’m“‘?‘e“:}f}ﬁ
the purchuse money throwm aw y-‘p;nothmgvﬂ]e& Dt th‘cﬁrimg:p‘
“brance of Rlchard‘ looks, suymgs, anddomgs, avlnch-If doubE

Sl sl l"

1P
to“tell’you how'the cow- got stukbd,lthe ~horse: wounaéd “by- \a“plck

—--these are minor.annoyances. ‘Thercwere others much mére-se-
rious, so that erelong I found my spirits flag ; the love of farming,
like most-forced loves, departed from me; a ‘general ennui.came
“upon me. The ¢ Majorque videri” came upon every trouble. I
saw nothing in a pleasant light, for, as yet, I could not return to
my former pursuits,
as it were, quite through the layer of pleasure and delight, thatlike
a kindly atmosphere envelopes the world, down to the bare skele-
tons of things, and presents to the intellectual eye nothing but de-
formity. We became disenchanted, ungifted. = As in the fubulous
times, . when gods mingled in the battles of men, there was a cloud’
removed from before the eyes of the heroes to enable them to see’

- So:much, Eusebius, are we deteriorated from the golden age. We
are even beyond the iron, wé live in an age of' mud and ditch wa-
ter, which-is continually stirred-into horrible commotion and rest--
lessness, by the tempests of our own wilful passions.

After that splenetic burst, Jet me shortly tell’ yoit liow I came to’
give up thewhole concern. I had no sooner bought my lands than
the agitation of the  corn laws began. If successful, my land,
I found, would inevitably go out of cultivation; perhaps the
“Dest - thing -that could befall it, while I continued to farm. The
agitation would ot be suécessful, said one, because the Premier
- thinks it madness and folly. '« Very ‘well,” said I, ¢ but he thinks
the people’s follies must be given into, and that modern ministers
are not to govern, but be governed.” “ ‘I'hey wont ruin your land,’
-said another ; “but they are going to do it spid I. ¢ There will
De a revolution if they do,” said he. “There was a man once, sid
1, condemned contrary to the opinion of his lawyer, They are go-
ing to lmng me, said the unfortunate. No, they wont, sa:d the
lawyer.  But they have condemned me, said the unfortunate’cri-
.minal, and I am to be hanged on Mondn} They dare not, said
the lawyer.  But they will, I tell you, said the condvmned Let
me see them do it; said the lawyer ; I wish they would tlmt s all,
Some such satisfactory result ended thesc dxscussnons. I wns like
the man that said, if he had been brcd a ])atter, men would have
come into the world without heads, " 1 determined, therefore, to,
-give up farming before it gave me up. I determined, tllefefore, to
dispose of my foolish speculation, and have done so; yet, I cannot,
but tell you the last farming conversation bet\w ecnme and Ru.hard
You know what a horribleseason we have had.  One day, as it was.

‘pouring rain, Richard said there was no help for it, but the---what

AN

'The worst of care is, that it makes a man see;”

I had now two shéep andk two,
Jambs, for my purchase of-six ; then one of tllefsheep nnd?one o&_ -

run into Lim- at hay-making, how the sow destroyed“her“y’oung :

deitics:. so.is it now.removed by eare to enable us to see devils.: -

Ricliard’ hndgo‘ conﬁdence Rdltilen"
looks:)tmd said if one would lamb it wwollld be’ ]ucky“ G tlmc ;
they did Jarab, snd here was a ' circbinstance I tlfoilght vely'oddf o

b Your Lonar won 't

nrly as their’ mothers—I!to(,l%;lg.f}gE

| you, Eusebius, will: think wellyworth’ the cdst Iaan(i*noqngd 031‘ ~,(\-



