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_ Wales with 4503’ rinistera and lay. preachers.
Yot in 1887 the offioial totatl of the Methodiats,
"Wesleyans; Independents and Baptists was only
16571 8o, too, another asgertion, that in 1388
the Calvinistic' Methodists had 4500 places of
worship and a corresponding pumber of minis-
tera and preachers, As a matter of faot, in
1887 the official total of thia body was 622,
These are the unworthy weapons with which
the fizht 1is waged; these are the
falsehoods which are sown broadoast over
the land, A cause which employs such
means is foredoomed to failure, ' Their very
uge implies that those who resort to them are
conscious, if they are met with confidence and
firmnean, that it will bo impossible for them to
soatch the viotory which is the object of their
brightest hopes.—Church Bells.

BEDE AND THE EARLY CHURC 7F 3.

The Saturday night lectures at Toynbee

- Hal), London, England, are becoming every
week more popular, and are drawing large
audiences. On Saturday night, 17th January,
Lord Justice Fry lectured on ¢ Bede and the
Esrly Churches of Great Britian,' The Rev.
8. F. Barpett presided. His Liordship, at the
outset, gaid he desired to speak chiefly on the
- movement which had made Eungland a Chris
tian oountry ; and to those who, like himself,
‘believed Christianity was the greatest blessing
that had been given o the world, the subjsct
was a most interesting one. For the history of
this movement we were greatly indebted to

Bede, who was the greatest of the Anglo-Saxon
writers, Of Bede's voluminious works the
chief one was his History of the Church of Eng-
land, Born in 473, Bede, st the age of seven
years, passed from the osre of his friends to
that of the monks who dwelt in the establish
ment built by a great Saxon nobleman on the
banks of the Tyne, and thero he spent the
‘remainder of his life, occupying the whole of
his days. Not only did he employ ocorres
pondents to soarch the great Papal archives,
bat be sorresponded with varions distingnished
persons throughout the country, and got from
them important information, the whole of
which he reduced to writing, which was for-
tunately proserved to us. Spesking of the
founding of the Roman Church in Britain, the
lecturer said we were all familiar with thsa fact
that uoder the reign of tae great Pope Gro-
gory, the monk of St. Augunstine brought Chris-
tiauity int. Kent, from whence it spread over
Bogland, and they were scoustomed to look to
the event as the beginning of Christisnity in
Eogland. Bat that view was very inadequate,
aud they did injastice to another who preceded
-8t. Augustine, if they confined their attention
to the state of things in Hogland, as they
existad &t the time when St Augustine arrived.
Anterior to the lunding of Augustine with his
“band of missionuries, there existed a British
Church among the Celts. In 697, when Augus.
tine arrived; the British Charch had been
driven to take refugo in tho West of England,
and thero was distinot evidence to show that in
the year 200, when this conntry wasin the pos-
gession of the Romans, a Christian British
Churoh existed. At the beginning of the foarth
century the Christinns were persecated, and S,
Alban was put to death, St. Alban was, there.
fore, the first Christian martyr, and, accord-
ing to tradition, the spot of his martyrdom was
-exactly under the tower of St. Albauns Abboy.
" About the middle of the fifth century the
Romans left, and then began the troubles of
the Celts, who were persccuted by the Suxons,
and ultimately yielded to them. The Saxon in-
“vasion was undoubtedly one of the most ter-
rible invasions this ocouuntry had witnessed.
"Such was the nature of the conflict on the
Sussex coast that the gaxons did not leave a

goul alive. Coming to. Bath; which was even
then. famous - for its hot waters, and was a
flourishing oity, they 1aid the place absolutely
waste, The ssme thing happened at Chester,
which for many years sfterwards remained un-
inhabited, A hundred years before 8t.'Auguns-
tine, 8t, Patrick bad founded Christianity in
Ireland, and about the year 563 there landed off
the island of Iona one of the most remarkable
men that had been concerned -in the history of
Epgland or Scotland—the great St Columba,
At the present time two or three churches were
still to be eeen on the island, which was
certainly one of the most sacred of our islands
throughout the globe. Oa this island Columbs
introduced Christianity, and gradually ex-
tended it until it wrapped in & very large
portion of Eogland, Columba was supposed to
have been of royal descent. He was brought
up in & monastery, and was a man of very
superior intellect,, His fondness for books un-
fortonately brought him into trouble, 8t.
Filian, his master, possessed a Psalter which
stiracted the attention  and saffection of
Colamba, who succeeded, by sitting up at
night, in making & copy of it, 8t Filian, dis-
covering this, clsimed the copy as his own, bat
Columba pleaded the rights of labor against
the claims oi copyright, and refused to give it
up. A great commotion was caused which led
to warfare, and Colamba was defeated,. and
then excommuoiocated, the result being that he
was banished from the island., The original
book however still existed. It was, he believed,
in the O Donnell family, and bad been to the
fumily for some venturies past a kind of fetish.
Before he left the ‘island, Columba founded
mauy monssteries, and nothing conld be more
noble than the life he led saubscquently, and by
his work he brought the whole of Scotland
nnder Christisnity, This great man died the
same year that Augustine landed. The lecturer
ithen went on to speak of the work of
Augustine, the conversion to Christianity of
Ethelbert, and the founding under Augustine
of the Archbishoprics of Canterbury and Lon-
don. Mach good work was done abont this
time, but after the death of Ethelbert trouble
began, and many of those who had adopted
Christiavity relapsed, and a heathen resaction
sot in  Battles followed, and after the death of
Edwin the Cbristian Mission had to be aban
doned in the north, and the country was with-
out an Archbishop both at Canterbury and
London., He next referred to the revival of
Christianity under Theodore, Archbishop of
Canterbury, whom he deroribed as a man of
great vigour, learned in Latin and in Greek.
Thore had been, he balieved, no more flourish-
ing time of English literature and history
during the whole Saxon period than that
during whioh Theodore was Archbishop of
Canterbury. Another man who played an im
portant part in tho history of this time was
Boniface,” who first carried Christianity into
Germany.

In conclueion, Lord Justice Fry said no one
could read the works of Bede withont forming
an affection for the writer., He waus a man of
& simplo and noble character, who devoted him-
gelf to studious labours, among them the writ-
ing of the Hisiory of the Enqlish Church,
without which the greater part of our know-
ledfa of that C urch would not exist.—Church
Belts,

BISHOP WHITE ON THE MINISTRY.

BY W. T. W.

“ Bishop White's opinions on interchanging
with ministers of non-Epiccopal Communions,
extracted from his charges, addresses, sermons,
and pastoral letters,” is the title of a little
pamphlet that has just been lent me by a
friend, who recently turned it up in moving his

goods and chattels. It bears date and imprint, !

“ Richard McCauley, 1814 Chestnut S, Phila-
delphia,1868.” * Just.at this moment, it might
be well to get out another edition, for I make
no doubt that it would be hard to fiad another
copy. There may be many who'deriving their
opinion from what they have heard, to put it
mildly of & slight laxity in the good old man's
Chaurch principles, will be slightly astonished
at the following extracts from the * pastoral
lettors” written by him: : L

From the Pastoral Letter of the House of
?ishopa, -written and signed by Bishop White,

8l17: ‘

“On the point of the ministry, it is well
known that our Church ascribes great import-
ance to the position, that ¢ from the Apostles’
time,’ there have been in the Churoh of Christ
the three "Orders, of Bishops, Priests, and
Deaco.s ; and she presumes that this is evident
from Scriptere and from the writings of the
early Fathers, We are aware that this has
been denied to have been the opinion of the
Church of England, at the period of the Re-
formation, Bat it was at this period that the
Ordinal,.from which the words are quoted, was
composed; aod the sense of them might be cor-
roborated by citations from the writings of very
early divines, _

“This is not an ocossion on which it will be
expecte . of us to go into & proofof the original
institution of Episcopacy., It is suffisient for
the present purpose, that we belicve it to have
been coeval with Christianity; and to have
continued in the Church universslly for the
space of about 1600 years., If this be our
belief, how is it possible that we can offivially
recognizs the organizing of non Episcopalian
congregations and the administering of the
ordinances by & non-Episcopalian ministry ?
* % % But whle these considerations con-
firm us in the di-position, which we oaltivate
on other accounts, of avoiding the casting of
reproach and, censure, they do not extend to
the justifying of us, in countenancing such an
introud on the constitution of the Church of
Christ. It is on this ground that we keep
ourselves at a distance from all efforts for the
encoursging of & minist: y not Episcopal, and for
tanctioning its agency in the sacraments and
other ordinances of the Church,”

In the Pastoral Letter of 1823, also by
Bishop White, when the House of Bishops in~
cluded with him Bishops Griswold, Kemp,
Croes, Bowen, Brownell, and Ravenscroft, an
equally distinot declaration of principles is
mude, a8 follows:

“If it shonld seem to any, that, for ¢ follow-
ing of peace with all men,” there should be an
abandonment of these properties of our Church
which we believe to bave descended to us from
the earliest and best ages, such compliance
would not only be contrary to obligations most
solemnly ssrumed, but far from promoting the
proposed objeot of conciliation, would be more
operative tbun apy other csute that can be
imagined, to the opening of a door for the
hydra of religious controversy. The wisest
sud most Caoristian courge that ocan be pursued
by us, is to eorduct the concerns of our Church
sgreonbly to-its matured and long existing in-
stitutions, and under the sense of responsibility
to its Divine Head; bat withoat reference to
others professing to worship tho same God
through the merits of the same Redeemer,
except to put the .most fuvorable construction
on their scts, to re¢jiice in any good resulting
from them, and scrupulounsly to avoid whatever
msy have & tendency to excite passions, either
in them or in ourselves,"”

In the Bishov's first charge to his clergy in
Convention, 1807, is a footnote that at the time,
no doubt, would bave occasioned some sirprise,
and i8 of interest, not with reference to a book
that has sbout passed into oblivion, but in its
ivflonence on 1he founder, or the claimed founder,
of the largeat seot in the Christian world, (is it
not 7:)

1t is not an object with me to allude to the



