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An Opposition Policy Wanted.

The country is now in excellent temper to listen
to any proposition of a new policy that will inc.rea.se
the immigration to Canada from Great Britain,
and at the same time keep our people from wan-
dering to another fold. A vast deal of del'lu.ncia-
tion of the trade policy of the present administra-
tion has been let loose on the country, both in
Parliament and by the press, based on the last
census returns ; but it is difficult to detect n it
all any intelligible suggestion of measures that will
make the showing of the next decade markedly
ahead of the onc just closed. That the showing
was inaccurate, we firmly believe ; but, however
that may be, it is not at all likely that another
enumeration will be made before 1901, and for
purposes of comparison and calculation the last
official returns must be accepted as correct. Mg,
LaurIER’s followers should come squarely before
the people and state definitely what they propose.
Are they in favour of a reduction of our tariff
towards the British free trade system, or would
they like to see the wall built sti]] higher, in the
footsteps of the recent action of the United
States ?  If the former, arc they prepared to make
direct taxation a plank in their platform,
national expenditure to be cut down to b
reduced income from customs?
wanted with the United States, and if so what
basis and measures of exchange do they advo-
cate ; and is there any likelihood of getting thag
nation to agree to their wishes without placing
Canada at its mercy, or subjecting her to 3 degree
of humiliation that would arouse national spirit

*even in the most abject sycophant in the Domin-
ion? Isa fiscal union with the other portions of
the Empire desired, and a higher tariff on foreign
goods? It is, of course, granted that the Liberal
party are perfectly honest in their belief that the
country is going to the dogs ; why proclaim the
disease so loudly to the world without naming dis-
tinctly and in detail the remedy they propose to
administer if the pox populi gives them a chance »
.To come before the people of Canada now with a
“clear and temperate statement of their trade policy
4--apart entirely from all other issues—would won-
tfully strengthen the hands of the Opposition,

or is the
alance the
Is reciprocity

and the issues could then be discusse
over in a sensible and business-lik
that is done there is little chance of

adians forsaking the known and test
for the unknown and ominous-lookin

d and fought
€ way ; until
sensible Can-
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The War-Scare in Europe.
Pecple who look with fear on
war in Europe need not be filled
on reading the sensational repo
cabled over during the past few
ination of the political state
in the light of its principal Newspaper organs shows
nothing whatever of 5 nature tending more closely
to hostilities than hasg periodically occurred during

the past twenty years; not only 5o, but the situa-
tion is far less strained than it h
occasions during that period.

the prospect of a
with special alarm
rts that have been
weeks.  An exam-
of that continent
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“mperor of Austria,
when he thinks as general war will oceur, He

gives no tangible arguments in favour of this latter
statement, and at the best it is

France have attained will go fa
wholesome respect for each ot
ful certainty of the excessive s
and loss of life that must follow
Eve
except the

I t0 inspire much
her, and a pain-
uffering, expense,
a hostile declar-
Ty great war of the last half century—
struggle in the Crimea—has been at-
tended with a great actual disparity between the
contestants ; none more so than the Franco-p
sian war, in spite of the nominal equality of the
two nations. No such disparity exists to-day. In
cvery respect, except physique, the armies of
France are now equal to those of Germany ; the
manccuvres of the former just concluded have
shown the existence of marvellous efficiency in a))

branches of the service, winning the admiration of
all foreign officers who
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Russia and Britain,

The recent Operations in the vicinity of the
Dardanelles by both Russia and Britaip seemed
to imply a renewal of the war-scare 5 but, whep
calmly examined, they do not appear to
any grave apprehensions, That a huge empire,
like that of the Czar, with its €normous Population
and correspondingly great army should be for six
months in the year completely shut oyt from a])
Wwater communication with the European world ig
an anomaly, her acquiescence in which hag often
puzzled students of history. As a party to the
treaty that enforced this the Irregulay

warrant

seclusion,
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manner the Czar has adOl’t?d to %;;ge c w;li
scrape is the only thing at which uming should "
be taken. Closed by treaty, Oper:vho signed lh;
solcly by consent of the powers was rougno
instead of which sufficient pressu.re 1 aideds he
to bear on the Su]tan—-diplor{)amaa};t rize
doubt, by France—to induce him t0 Had ¥ o
Passage of the Russian vessels. eral wafwodis
thing happened a century ago,a gerll)ut the WO "
have been the immediate result ; ' Eurof® 4
wiser to-day, and the great powers iona
not disposed to interrupt lh.C” n;ing else— fof
and risk their repmalionf_'f ot rganizati n'rh‘
struggle with a gigantic military © Jlarty oo
Wwhat is not much worse than an lffe.g occ a“to
action of Great Britain in its tempow:r’:ove ent ds
of Mitylene was simply a Counter;e are iSIand/
Russia ; a mere intimation that th? s whic ”1’,0,
hear the entrance to the Dardanelle eratio” g
be seized and used as a base OfeosI;iﬂgaStr'(;ilY
closing the Straits by any power P,OSS st pro ?b.l ef
naval force  There is not the sllghteunles sln"sin‘
of England taking any further ac?lonen o Orve
movements on the part of Russia :a ry10P 5';6,,
Operations by the (ireat Powers necﬁz surprise ¢ o
the balance of power in Europe. T_ ncy ©0 ’ef a0
ally expressed at Turkey's 1enlef e)‘tractlng he!
enemy had, however, the effect O declarin'g o
official communication from he‘: put i S,an,
foreign policy to be unaltert?d’ sut 08 # o
probable that any great faith will beh]oul 2 geet
nouncement. If the unexpected_ s (hat ouf ’
we have the satisfaction of knowing p and utﬂhe
in the Mediterranean is big en?rl:lgrks out O{ablc
enough to blow both Russians and ks t0 e, o
Black Sea whenever it chooses, t}'la]];ur)"s bi?
and energetic policy of 1.ord Sal-‘S

rogr®
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Prize Competitions:  ycs ¥
We may state that the ans_we;y compe od ¥
ceived for the (Question and Liter ossibles tstﬂ”ts
are being examined as rapidly as ls)sfu cont
hope to be able to notify the succe
in a very few weeks.
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A Brilliant Numbers ) ,ix
The coming Christmas Number Oni . 1 gup!
BLustraren will be the most magpleﬂd’d stori‘fs’
souvenir ever issued in Canada. harmibg ’
ments, beautiful engravings, 1(1:'sh this nt i
sketches and poems will embe lrrange enall. 'h
In literary features and artistic aleasure whi¢”
Prove a source of the deepest P £ Jast Y€ h’rougb
will surpass the Christmas issue 0 t critic t
Was 50 heartily endorsed by the bes
out Canada. R i
Our Public Men'me,,w ”
Itis inte:esting to note that of the ?ISmons’
sitting in the Canadian House of comnty- ve vin‘é’
were born under the British flag. Se;;aritime ond i
in Ontario, 66 in Quebec, 41 in th‘_’ . Eng and #
I4in Scotland, seven in Ireland, six in
in the United States
The oldest member is Mr. Bourassa,

the constituency of St. Johns since 185;: 25 Y”r;cr o
M.P. is Dr. Leger, of Kent, N.B., who'n 1367 % j
Of the Parliament which assembledblgrs in theB‘LW‘ll;
federation, there only remain ten mem Hon- M_‘ ﬂc"o
House. These are: —Bechard, Bournfsa’ﬁ'rioﬂ, " 85 c;
Sir Richard Cartwright, Daoust, (.;eOHon' Thomﬂnb‘r
Langevin, Hon, Alexander Mackenzie, than 69 ”
Greevy and Hon, David Mills. No lesslagt. :
Wwere elected for the first time in March ats are i"ﬂt{
More than half of the total number of hich e e
and as there are 49 constituencies in entatio? v
Was under 100 votes, the existing rep reshe
bably undergo a great change before t
again,



