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outhis  Tule (by:i whatever. miéans * he “earib
his‘bread)-is w’‘gtudénty and may be i genile-
man’ and a fit eoipinion of the Tearned, ™

‘3. In.all impdriant stiadies be thorough. -

Tt is a great: blessing. to know what you
know,and to be able to state it on proper oc-.
casions without fear or embarrassment. He
that is-sure of what he has gained ‘can have’
confidence in himself thus far, and is prepar-
od to press forward to what remains with the
greatamspecid.” Yeét [ do not believe that .we
are never to glance at a subject or science
with .which we do not expect to become
tlroroughly acquainted.: An article in an En-
cyclopedia, or in some Quarterly Review,
may give us a brief outline of a book, a sci~
ence, ora subject which will tend to enlarge
the mind, although we may not find it possible
to make ourselves complete masters of it.—
Such pacticles of kuowledge will often enable
ug to listen intelligently to conversation which
otherwise would have no altractions, and even
to take some partin it, at least by modest and
pertinent enquiries.  Still, as 1 remarked
above, let your important studies all be tho-
roughly maztered.

4. Write’ down, in your own language,
every nesw acquisition.. .

The habit of writing will fix it more firmly
in the mind, and vnable you to express your-
self with precision and elegance. No faculty
id eapable of greater improvement, by caveful
practice, than conversation. The common
rules of grammar and punctuation being un-
derstood, we may arrive at almost any degree
of polish in writing which we choose to attain.
Daily reading will enlarge our command of
language, and daily composition will endble
us to arroge our sentiences, The perusal of
some of those writers celebrated for their ex-
cellence of style, with the object of personal
improvement jn view, would furnish valuable
assistance. : Chiefly, however, would I re-
commend a calm reliance in your own com-
mon souse, ‘simply observing to ¢ put proper
words in propier places.” . .

_Important as this rule is, I more fear its
being neglected than almost either of the
others.. . In order to sccure its adoption, it
might be necessary to effect a-slight change
in .your domestic economy. That family
who are bent on scif-improvement will find' it
impoftant to set apart somewhere in the
house, 2 roém or a corner, for the library and
a study.  There should be the books and 2

. table, and ifldst, not least in imiportance, good
clear black ink, and clean white - paper, toge-
ther with the grey goosequill, whetstone, and
penknife.bone.. With such preparation, it
will require selt-denial not to sit down and
verite.  But if; as is toe oflen the case, ‘a pen
knife must be borrowed, and’the inkstand. be
{ot thie seventh {ime replenistiad with vinegar
and water, and there is_no spot to sit down
and be retired, 1 doubt if much will ever be
done. | It is true, a glowing genius will over-
come..almost. anything, and Mrs. Hemans
wroté one of her largest and most splendid
poema in Yer sister’s pantry ; still Iam not so
sanguine as to éxpect such occprences every
day.”."A’very, litle care’and expense would
enable every family te have a library, whichy
in a.room set apart for.it, would work wonders
in the. business: of . home education, - g

:5. Have confidence in yourgel, - - -

The want of confidence ‘prevents many
from beginning. Do not await, however,—
Putinot :6ff the: commencement of study- for
fear.you.aball. not-accomplish all- your dedire.

What if you .do not1 . You will. gain what

you do gain, and know what you do know, be
it or frach. | WEALAN sou néver become
a- Newton, a*Locke, ora Milton 1 lsthata
reason why:you -should not ‘avail 'yourself of
what. Newton . discovered, - or :improve. the

‘méntal powerd.-«which - Locke "defined, or lét
'your imagination'travel “on’ the strong winga
which Milton left :outdpread 1 * Only begin,
and then simply qautinue from, day to day,
and your success ik certain. You have per-
ception, and” can 'understand ‘a given stale-
nent of a fact or principle, as well as others,
You have reason, and you can compare fact
with faet, principle with principle,and conclu-
dion with conclusion, until you arrive at a sa-
tisfactory decision.. Your memory will he
sticngthened by exercise, and your imagina-
tion will be trained and inapired by constant
communion ‘with great and gilted writers.—
What then shall hinder your improvement if
you are determined upon it ?

- It is a pleasant thought, in finishing this
communication, that probably a few at lcast
will make an experiment of these rules. 1
so’T shall not have written in vain. There
will be some, dwelling here and there, whe

will give it a speedy trial. Let it he a fair

one. Then there will be an inercase of in-
tellectual 'power in our families, and an ex-
tension of spheres of usefulnessin which
;n:iny' will be blessed.—New York Evange—
ust. : :

AN ANGEL VISIT,

Oy the evening of the ihirty-iirsi of December, 1
had been cherishing the humiliating and solemn
reflections which are peculiarly snitable to the
close of the year, and endeavouting to bring my
mind to that view of the past, best calculated to
influeice the future. Ihad attempted torecal the
prominent incidénts of the twelve months which

ad elapsed ; and, in this endeavour, [ was led
frequently to regret how little iny memory could
retain even of that most important o be remem-
bered. 1 could not avoid, at such a period, look-
ing forwards, as well as backwards, and autici-
puting that fearful tiibugal at which no occur-
rence shall be forgétlen ;' while my imagination
genct’rat‘ed into the dist.n{ destinies which shall
e dependant on its decision. Al my usual hour
I retired to rest; but the train of meditation
) had pursued was so important and approprinte,
that imaginatien continned it after sepse had
sluibered. ¢ In thoughts from the visions of the
night, when deep sleep falleth upon man,’ I was
mentally cancerned in the following scenes of
interest :—1 imagined myself still adding, link
after link to the chain of reflection, the progress
of which the time for repose had interrupted ; and
while thus engaged, 1 was aware that there re-
mained but a few moments to complete the day.
1 heard the clock as it tolled the knell of another
year; and, as it rung slowly the appointed
number, each note was followed by a sting of
conscience, bitterly reproaching me for my ne-
glect of prafious time.- The last stroke was
ringing in.my ears, painful as the groan announ-,
cing the departure of a valuable friend—when,
nolwithslandin§ the meditative posture in which
I was sitting, 1 perceived that the dimness of
the apartment became brighter; and on lifting
iny eyes to discover the couse, [ wai terrified at
perceiving (hat another.being was with me in
my seclusion. I saw one before me whose form
indeed was human; butthe biight burning glance
of .his eye, and the splendor which-beamed forth
from his beautifully-proportioned form, convinced
me at a glance that if was no mortal being that
I saw. The elevation of his brow gave dignity
of the highest order to Lis countenance ; but the
most acute ' observation’ was indicated by his
majestic features. . A glittering phylactery encir-
cled hs head, upon which was Writlen as’in
letters of fire, ¢« The FaithfuhOne.”? Under one]
arm he bore two vdlumes'; in his hand held a pén.
I instantly knew the’ Récordig Angel—the se-
cretary of the terrible-tiibunal of -heaven. With
a.trembling which.convulsed my frame, I heard
his unearthly -accents. : & Mortal,”” he said,
¢¢thou wast longing to recal the events- of the
year; thou art permiited "to gaze upon the' re-
cdrd of the.books of Gods Peruse, and be wise.”
As he'spoke thus, he opened: before - nie' one - of
the' volumes which he had brought: In fearful
apptehensions,. I. reéad ‘in it my own ‘nante, and
recoghized tha hislory:of my own'life during the

past- yeer, with all its minute particulars. Burs

ning ords ware! those which, that ! volumre pon~
Mained ; all the actions and circumstances of my
life 'were regestered under their respective heads
in that dreadful hook. . § was fisst.straek by tha
title. . ¢ Mercies Received.”? Some were there .
the remembrance of which 1 had retained; more
which were recalled after having beeh forgotien ;
but the far greater number had never been noticed
at all. O what a detail of preservations, and
deliverances, and invitations, and warnings, and
bestowments ; 1 remembered that ¢ Satbatus”
stood out in very prominent characters, as if they
had been among the greatest bensfits. In ob-
serving the recapitutation, [ could uot bat bLe
struck with one circumstance j it was, that
many dispensations which I had considered cur- .
sus, were ennmerated here as blessings. Many a-
woe which had riven the heart—many a cup-
whose billerness seemed to designate it a poison—
was there, verifying the language of the poet—
d “ E'en crosses (rom llie sovereign hand
Avc Llessings in disguise.”’

Another catalogue was there; it wasthe cnume-
ration of ¢ Transgressions.” My hand trembles
as | remember them, What an iinmense variety .
of classes! Indifference—thoughtlessness—for-
mality —unbclief— sins against the world, against
the church, against the Father, against the
Saviour, against the Sanclifier, stood at the
head of their ctowded butallions, as if for the
purpose of driving me to despair,  Not one sia
was forgotten there ; neglected Sabbaths, abused
ordinances, misimproved lime, encouraged temp-
tations,—there they stood, with no excuse, nd
extenualion. There was one very long class I
remember well—¢ Idle Words;’> arnd then the
passage flashed like lightning across my mind.
¢ For ¢very idle word that men speak, they shall
give account in the day of judgment.”” My sa- -
pematural visitant here addsessed me ; ¢ Dost
thou ohserve how small a Froportion thy sins of
commission bear to those of omission??? As he °
spoke he pointed me to instances in the page like-
the following : ¢ I was hungry, and thou gavest
me no meat ; I was thiesty, dnd thou gavest me ~
no drink ; | was sick, thou didst-not visit me.”
{ wa3s conscience-stricken. :In another part of -
the record I read the title : & Duties Performed.??
Alas! how small was their number! Hunible -
as | had been accustomed to think the: estimate:
of my good works, ! was greatly disappointed to
ercrive that many performances-on which I had
ooked back ‘with pride were omilted, ¢ because,’”
my visiter informed me, ¢ the molive was im-
pare.” It was, however, with feelings of the
most affécling gratification, ] read beneath . this
record, small as it was, the following paseage : .
s Whosoever shall give 4 cup of cold water only
in the name of a disciple, he shall in no wise
lose his reward.”> While I gazed on many othey:
similar records, such was tbe intense leeliog
which seemed to b¢c awakened within me, that
my brain grew dizzy and my eyes became dim. -
[ was awaked from this state by the touch of my-
supernatural instructor, who pointed me to the
volume in which 1 read my own terrible history,
now closed, and bearing a seal, on which with a
sickening heart I read tho inscription—¢¢ Regerv-.
ed unto the day of Judgement.”” ¢ And now,” |
said the angel, “my commjssion is completed.’
Thou hast been permilted what was never gran-
ted to man . before. What - thinkest thoa of the ,
record?  Dost thou not justly tremble? How
‘many @ line is here, which, ¢ dying, you could"
L.wish toblot.1? | see you uiready shudder at the !
thought of this disclosure of the day of judge ,
ment, when the assembled world shall listen-10
ito conténts.. But if puch be the record of ohe
year, -what must be the guill'of your whole life |
Seek, then, an intercst in the blood of Christ;
justified’by” which, you shall ‘indeed hear the
reKetition, but not to condemnation. Pray that,
when the other.bnoks. are.opened, your name .
And see the

.

’

may be found in the Book of Life.
voluime prepared ‘for the history of another year; .
yet its page is unsullied. - Time is before thee—
seek lo improve it—privileges are before thees
may they prove the gate of heaven !-—'nd_;ment

is before thee,—¢ pr?aré to meet thy God.' "He -
tarned to depart, and s I seemed to' hear the

ru tling which announced his-flight, [ awoke,~—
Baptist Recorder. . :
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B T LU A
Ir all geconds were as averse to.duels as their prine
cipals, very little blood would be shedin that way.




