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No. 1.

© CHRIST T FOUNDATION OF 'IIIE
o BELIEVERS IIOPE.

BY REV. HENRY WARE.

. We may say once more, Christ is the only
formdation  of tie believer®s hope. It is from
him aund his gospel, that we learn those truths
concerning the merey and placability of God,
which gave hope of pardon on repentance,
and of tcceptance in our imperfect attempts
to please himi—from . him alone, also, that
we derive suflicient assurance of a futnre
life, and an existence of eternal purity and
peace. - Upon these poiuts the understanding
might speculate, and sometimes plausibly
conjecture 3 but what could it ever know?!
What did it ever kxow in the uninstructed
lands of heuthenisin 2 The whole history of
the world teaches us, that on these points, so
inleresting to, man’s heart, so essential to
man’s happiness, there has been nothing but
superstition, and dim  conjecture, excepl
where the gospel has been revealed. [t is
the message of Jesus Christ, which hastanglt
the grace of Almighty God; which hus pro-
claimed his long suffering and compassion ;
which has encouraged sinners 1o repeunt and
return by invitations of forgiving love ; which
has declared the kind allowance of aur Father
for unavoiduble imperfection, and thos given
courage to human weakness. It is this only,
which proclaimsto a world lying in wicked-
ness, that ¢God hmh not appointed it to
wratli,. but. to obtain salvation through the
Lord Jesus Christy® and ¢ hath sent his Son into
the world not to condemn the world, buat that
the world throneh him might be saved.” Man
—doubting, frail, tempted, fearful-—hears the
voice of love, nnd looks up in the humble as-
surance of faith. - No longer an alien, but a
son, he.seizes the ouwstretched hand: of his
blessed Lord, and goes on his way rejoicing.

There is smother hope which he founds on
the sume rock—the hope of coming tmmorta-
lity.. Once he'was in bonduge throueh the
fearof death. - But now, his Saviour hath
abolished death, and bronght life and immor~
tality to fight. The bitterness of death-is past.
There is hght-within the tomb.  There is a
visible tegion’of glory beyond. it.” " And’ the
child of earth, who once shuddered and was
wretelied in-the. dread of everlusting extine~
tion. is now able 10 smile npon the dricory
pathway to-the arave, and- triumph over the
terpors ‘of corruption. L T

‘What™ ai ‘yestimable privilege - is’ this!
With.his .open” bible; before- him, and the
image-of. his gracions. Saviour in his mind,
how does the conscience-siriken .penitent re-
joice amid his tears,.in. the Lope of offered
pardon.!, . How does the humble and self-
« believer, whostands trembling snd
abaushed iu the presence of infinite purity—
find seomfort in the -encouraging acceuts of
Chyist’s soothing v

x voice, dnd the hupe of ae-
ptance at the throne of graces  How does
the dying offspring of the - dust—to whom ex~.
istenee, and frieudship, and virtue are dear—
rejoice with:holy gratitude in the -hope, that
his existence shall be renewed, and. his de~
sires satisfied, in heaven. . Thanks be t0.God
for this unspeakable gifi——this glorivus hope,
whieh;. in every season -of trial and-every
stormy strait of sorrow and fear, is ‘.an anchor
to-the soul, sure and steadfust.? .

Tt:is not: necessarytogo - further: than this,

-~ 'We perceive that'the fonndationof the Chris-

tinn'chdrch;and vof ‘all true veligion in the
world:; and ofiindividual . faith, khowledge,

. virtue; and-hope. /is: laid-in Jesus. Christ.. Al}

our veligions light, security, and. pence vest
upéri“thisvock: * Other : we:'have s none, and
can’hiive'none.”. Let us have this, and-where
shall we’go ?:whowill teach' us the:words of
eteinal life 2 ‘who “instruet. us.sin ‘the things
whiclispertain 10 oniréverlasting: peace 2 who
guiide us to'the iFather:of Jove; and” open to us
the gate' of heaven 7+ Everyother gnide ‘is
uneeitain; évery other “path’ is- dark.. -Men
have:followed them andvgdone : astrity 3: have
: i1 thieimiaiid ‘stombled s have sougln
rest’in théni;‘andfoiid vioties: There ismong

h Vivai Tlier
among men*wheveby. W

~‘other.commissioned from heaven, but the Son,
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TRUE GLORY.

There is another and a higher company, who
thought little of praise or power, but whose
lives shine before tnen with those good waorks
which traly glorify their authors. There is
Milton, poor and blind, but ¢ bating not a jot of
heart or hope,”—in an age ol ignorance, the
tricud of education,—in an age of servility and
vice, the pure and uncontaminated friend of
freedom,—tuning his harp to those magoificent
melodies which angels might stoop to hear,—
confessing his supreme duties to Humanity in
words of simplicity and power. [ am long
since persuaded,®® was his declaration, < that
to say or do aught worth memory and imitation,
no purpose or respect should sooner move us
than love of God and mankind. There is
Vincent de St. PPaunl, of France, once in cap-
tivity at Algiers. Obtaining, his freedom by a
happy escape, this fusitive slave devoted him-
self with divine success to labors of Christian
benevolence, to the establishment of hospitals,
to visiting those whe were in pivon, to the
spreatt of amity and peace. Unknown, he re-
paired (o the galleysat Marscilles, and, tonched
by the story of a poor convict, personally as-
sumed his heavy chains, that he might be ex-
cused to visithis wife and children.  And when
France was bleeding with war, he appeared in
a different scene. Presenting himseif to her
powerful minister, the Cardinal Richelieu, on
his knees he said,—¢« Give us peace 5 have pity
upon us; give peace {o France.”” There is
Howard, the benelactor of those on whom the
world has placed its brand, whose charity—like
that of the Frenchman, inspired.-by the single
desire of doing zood—-penetrated the gloom of
the -dungton, as with angelic presence. ‘A
person of more ability,® he says, with sweet
simplicity, - < with my . knowledae of facts,
‘would have written: better,” but ‘the “object “of
my ambition was not the Tame of an author.
Heuring the cry of the miscrable, I devoted my
time lo their 7elicf.> And, lastly, there is
Clarksan, who, while yet a pupilof the Uni-
versity, commenced those life-leng labors
against slevery and the slave-trade, which
have embalmed his memory.  Writing an es-
say on the subject as a college  exercise, his
soul warmed: with the task, and, -at a period
when even the horrors of the middle passage
had not excited condemnation, he entered the
lists, the stripliug champlon of the Right. " He
has lelt a record of the moment when his duty
seemed to flash upon him. Ile was on horse-
back, on his way fom Cambridge to London.
¢ Coming in sight of Wade’s Mill, in Heitlord-
shire,” he. says, ¢ 1 sat down disconsoiale on
the turf by the rtodd-side, and held my horse.
Here a !bou'gh! came over my mind, thal, if
the contents of my IFssay were true, il was
time some person should see these calamities to
their end.® Pure and noble impulse 1o a beau-
tiful carveer!

Such are some of the exemplars of True
Glory. Wiltnout rank, office, of the sword,
they accomplished iminortal good.  While on
earth; they labored for their fellow men; and
now, sleeping in deathi,— by theirexample and
their works,~—they continue the same sacred
office. " To all, in whateversphere or econdition
of life, they teach the same commanding les-
sons 'of magnanimous duty. From the heights
of their virtue, they call upon us to cast out the
Tust of power, of office, of wealth, of praise, of
a fleeting popular favor, which “a breath can
make, ‘as a breath has made,”>—to subdue the
‘constant,-ever-present suggestions of self, ‘in-
disregand of * those neighbors, near or remote,
whose happiness should never be absent from
our’ mind,—to check ‘the madness of party,
which ‘soloften, for the'sike of success, re-
noupees” the --very ohjects” of :success—and,
finally,: to introduce ‘into ‘our lives those lofty
sentiments of -Conscience ‘and: Charify whicl
animated:them to sueh! godlike: labors, Nor
should- these  be “mere -holiday' virtues, to-be
marshalled -only on great occasions. :They

-inust become- a part of us, and of our existence,

gver present, in season, and-but of season; in
all-thé amenities of life,—in those daily offices’

.of eonduct and manner which.add 'so- much 1o

its-'charin, ~as also ‘in those:“grander duties,
whose: performance “evinces - an.'encbling seifl
sacrifice. - The first-are ‘asithe flowers, “whosé
odor-is'pleasant; though fleeting—~the latier are
like thie' precidus ointment:fromthe box of alas

‘buster pouerd:upén the head of the: Lord

}
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To the supremacy of these principles let us
all conscerate our best purposes and strength.
In so doing, let us reverse the very poles of
the warshtp of past ages. Men have thus far
bowed down bhelore stocks, stones, insects,
crocodiles, wgolden calves,—-graven images,
often of cunning workmanship, wrought with
Phidian skill, of ivory, of ebony, of marble —
but all folse gods. Let them worship in future
the true God, our Father as he is heaven, and
in the deneficont lahors of his children, on carth.
Then farewell to the Syren song of a worldly
ambition ! Farewell to the vain desire of mere
literary success or oratorical display ! Tare-
well to the dismal, blood-red phantom of mar-
tial renown!  TFame and Glory may then con-
tinue, as in times past, the reflection of public
opinion ; but of an opinion, sure and steadfast,
without change or fickleness, enlightencd by
those two.suns of Christian truth, love to Ged
and love to man. Trom the serene illumination
of these dnties, all the forms of sellishness shall
retreat, like evil spirits at the dawn of day.
Then shall the happiness of the poor and lowly,
and the education of the ignoranthave uncoun-
ted friends. The cause of those who are in
prison shall find fresh voices,—the majesty of
Peace other vindicators,—the sufferings of the
slave new and gushing floods of sympathy.
Then, at last, shall the Brotherhood of Man-
kind stand confessed,—ever filling the souls of
all with a more generous life,—ever prompting
to deeds of Beneficence,~~conquering the Hea~
then prejudices of couniry, color, and race,—
guiding the judgment of the historian,—anima-
ting the verse of the poet and the elogquence of
the orator,—ennobling human thoughtand con-
duct, and inspiring those good works by which
alone we may attain to the heights of True
Glory.. Good Works ! ' Such even now is the
Heavenly Ladder on’ which angels are ascen-
ding and descending, while . weary Flumanity,
on pillows of stone, stumbers heavily atits feet.
—Sumner’s « Fume and Glory.”?

DR. FRANKLIN ON INTIDELITY.

The following letter of Dr, Franklin, found
in hiswoiks, edited by his grandson, William
Temple Franklin, (London edition, vol. 3, p.
279,) addressed to the authorof an infide]l pub-
lication, submitted to him in manuscript, (prob-
ably Taine;) eclaims the attention of every
member of the community. '

Dxrar Sin—I have read your manuscript
with some attention. By the argument it con-
{ains against a particular Providence, though
you allow a general Providence, you can strike
at the foundations of all religion. ~ For, with-
outl the belief of a Providence, that takes cog-
nizance of, guards; and guides, and may favor
particular pevsons, there isno motive Lo worship
a Deity, to fear its displeasure, or to pray for
its protection. 1 will not enter into any dis-
cussion of your principles, though you seem to
desire it. - At present [ shall only give you my
opinion ; and though your reasonings are subtle,
and may prevail with some readers, you will
not succeed so as to change the general senti-
ments of mankind en that subject; and the con-
sequence of printing this piece will be, a great
deal of odium drawn upon yourself, mischicf to
you, and .no benefit {o-others. He that spits
against the wind, spits in his own face. But
were youto succeed, do you imagine any gooil
will be done by it?  You yourself may find it
easy to lead a virtuous life without the assis-
tance aflorded by religion ; you having a clear
perception of the advantages of virtue and the
disadvantages of vice, and possessing a strength
of -resolution ‘sufficient to enable you {o resist
common temptations.. But think how great a
portion of:mankind consists of ignorant men and
women, and of: inexperienced, inconsiderate
youth.of bothsexes, .who have need of the mo-
tives of religion torestrain them from Vice, sup-
port.their virtue, and retain.them-in: the prac-,
tice of it till ‘it becomes habitual, which is.the
great.point of its security. .And perhaps you
are.indebted: to her - originally, thatis, to:your
religious” education,” for . the- habits  of virtue.
apon which .you now justly - value - yourself.
You might easily display your.excellent talents
of reéasoninig upon a less hazardous subject, and
therebyr obtain a: rank..with ;our:: most : distin~

‘Such . attention

cessary,as among the Hotientots, that a youth,
to be raised into the company of men, -should
prove his manhood by beating his mother, T
would advise you, thercfore, not to attempt un-
chaining the. tiger, but {o burn this piece before
it is scen by any other person, whereby you-
will save yourself a great deal of mortification
fiom the encmies it may raise against you, and
perhaps a good deal of regret and repentance.

[f men are so wicked wilh religion, what
would they be without it ? T intend this lelter
itsell as a proof of tny friendship, and therefore
add no professions to it, but subseribe simply.

Yours, B. FrangLiN,

A GOOD TIEARER.

We hear much said about good preachers,
hut the text above named is worthy of a dis~
course,

1. A good hearer will come to the sane-
tuary 1o hear. [le is hungry and thirsty, and,
wants living bread and drink. Other people
come there for divers other purposes than that
of iearing @ but that is bis errand. Therelore
he will have ears to hear. .

2. And he will come prompily. He is in-
terested, and in earnest, and he feels that he
has something to do with the Alpha as well as
the Omega of divine service; and he cannot
interrapt _other peonle’s hearing by a late
arrival.  You will find the good hearer in his
place.in good time. i

3. And he must hear with much prayer..
He did not {forget that before he left home, but
warmed up his heart into a fit state to receive
the' Word erc the hour of public . worship.
arrived 3 and he’kept” on: keeping - his* heart..
warm, by frequently lifting it up to the 'throne
of grace. " These frequent looks of thé heart
to heaven,” “says ' Leighton; ¢ exccedingly
sweeten aud sanctify our other employments,
and diffuse somewhat of heaven through alr
our actions.” * So the good hearer thinks, and
his own practice eminently sanctifies the em-
playment of hearing the Word, and makes it
profitahle. C

4. The a@ood hearer hears for himself. There
are a plenty of people, who turn all the arrows
of divine truth to the souls of other people, and .
apply the discourse, most carefully and faithe
fully, to the cases of those about them. DBut
the wood hearer veutures to suppose that the '
being addressed by the speaker is himself, and
acts accordingly. . -

5. The good hearer is a doer of what he .
hears,. Soime go  on swimmingly with most
other matters about hearing, til they. come to
this ; but here they feteh up, flearing is one
thing, and a.pretty easy and comfortable thing.
But doing is another thing, and -qnite often, a -
very uncomfortable affuir. People are not..
very fond of putting them together.  But the
good hearer will not suffer them' to be separat- |
ed. . ’

Besides all the good they do to themselues,
gnod hearers accomplish another most impor-
lant object; they make gond preachers. How
it sels a speaker on fire to see licirers wide
awake ; nll eves and cars are drinking in his
words, us if life hung upon them. The sight =
kindles . hiim  wonderfully.” T'he warm blond
shoots rapidly along his veins.. There is a
powerfal stimulus to increased energy and |
zeal. e preaches a huudred fold better for
taving those good hearers, T
. T have heard of ** preachers preaching people ;
to sleep;”” but [ have seen hearers hearing -
preachers to sleep. ~ They heard so, stupidly,
languidly, slecpily, that they put all the fire out ..
there was in the speaker’s heart.. Their in-
difference . disheartened him... How. counld he
preach zealously and fervently when those who "

around:him, or on the verge of it, in all direc--
tions ! L PR
* But it is his business to keep us awnke b

would
animate him. - Why not give it to him?;" [f:
you wish him to:be a good preacher, be a good ;

B, Puritan, ...

ors. ~For among- us it:is. not ne-
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had not gone already to sleep were nodding. .’

his zeal and energy.” . But so it is your.busi~ ,,,
ness to keep him awake by “your felt. and.

manifested .intense interest in his preaching,— - |,
rouse, ,comfort and. .

hearer. ! It:will do more toward thatobject than ...
all the, other things together. which ‘you.can. .-,




