* ber uinusement 5 and eacl
suels of sweet aned v
‘with their fragrance and theiv beauty.
‘was touched by these delicate altentious, so heart-
folt and o unwearied; and, theugh her lips
uttéred vot the thought, she eonld not but pain-
fully contenst Arthur's kinduess with’ the wneon-
corn, mul almost cousmnt .1lr;(-m'c, of hcl llus-
band. » B }

So time passed. on—the evening naried by
Mes, Sinelaiv fur the exhibition of the tableaux,
h.ul arrived and zone. Grace, though invited,
had lost all wish Lo see llu\m, and Alllmr posi-
tively decline] going: nor was 1 cl\n in any
Zspirits fur . the evening—but his prx.senu. coulid
‘t\nt. llL diépcused \v'uh, {re e was o ﬁ)rlu, uill\u:

irious snh_;eclﬁ re
:\xltu tletail, uml Ce

\\llh w restiess step, “then east himself ity w fhne
teni), m, complaining of & violent head-nche, he
closed his L)es, and leaned back his liead in
silence. Ol

L Cucilin's hl-nrl: ‘was full 1o melllo\\mw—she

d her soft and pitying eyes upon bis fnee, and,

_lilillclncll by lis evident sufliring, she e, wenk

"1 she was, from her sofa, wnd, sten nlg'gcntly
towards him, began silently to bathe his throb-

SN bing temples with cologne. - 1le seemed ut first

) to shrink from the soft touch of her hand, hut in

another moment, he ruised his eyes towards her,

with a look rescmbling thase \\ln(-h h.ul onee

. been the j s joy nad sunlight of he; Unable

calmly to bear that glance, her, e trembled

. witl omotion, and her.warm tears dropped fust

I'andd bright upon his brow.: 1le seemed as deeply

" moved ns hevself, and, throwing his arm around
* her, he drew her gently towards hin,

Lo len,"‘he s-ud, m broken tones, “I.am
unworthy i.of - you- vorthy y.mr love—)uur
cure—your regret "
L Le lo me what you Imve been, Mauri ice, nml
all mny yet be'well,” she réplied. #

“Tie leaned 'his head ngninst’ her s sshe s!ood

! encireled by hig arm, pnssuc)y beside hnn, nn(l

£ gronncd nloud but spoko not. ’
u Tel) mc, Muurmc, she smtl ugglmr' \\uh

lm tems, u tel mc me what menns this fearful }

-chnhge—ﬂii _terrlblu eslrnnlrement' lhnt has %
.como hctween our henrln ? {

© 4 Oh, Cecilia, spire me! spure me ! Lo ex-
claimed, in sirong umolmn- “some vther time 1
will tell you all.”

* Aud why not now 2 she said, casting hersel(
n perfect abandoument of grief Tipon lus Lreast 5
I cannot_longetr boar ll.l.s dreadfitl suspense~—
tell me all, my dearest husband—all that yon
have su long |-ouucu!cd-—m‘l lh 11 dl's'uu'

yomur peace nul mmc-—uml ;'ct—-mcn yet, per-
haps, we may be once more happy 2" o

* You Jknow not what you uslc, Cecilin—nor
-dare T eontess how [
~—yet hope lor your fu
“ Then, Mauriee,”

“und she hul hur burnm-r
fuee upou his shoulder us she spoke, el e 5
ouly that the love once plodged to me husnot 7
been given to another, and £ will not ask il there ©

iven 2"

lcxmun .ul'rht ulau to Le fory

flllll_) llegu\. 1tlhuw
m\ \\h 5 Lre\l \\ord:, h‘nm lhu lcmh.r wifir -

e \
o lU) 1L bolun", my own Cu.llm, 1h(, purest,.

lhc truest, the lioliest emotions of my!s ul—aund,
vain and for rVu(l‘ul as [ sometimes seen, yours'
they have been, and they ave.  Allured and dug-
zled I may be by @ meteor light, but ever yot,
liefore i Iured me on to death, have T turned
from its blinding my to the remembrance &l'ydm'
G —even us the mariner upon the miduight sow
luol\s up\ % (l‘(u the, pole’ star,’ \\.hll.ll. thro
every peril, :hull "mdc lum :uicl) to (hc ahou.
lnst.” :

i Cecilin llne\\- hur
lmsbuml‘s ll‘

ring arms m'ound her
~L, s lle Illlt.l‘(.‘ll llmsc w cnd:, uml

luul not In.dc\w(l lu:r ey es' The hlll nnd pm'h:u.
confidence o her fond and’ guileless henrt was
re-estublished by the magic of those brief and
tender words; nd for nll)er causes of disquiet—
she was far too kind and genevous, by n single
question to allude to them. - The silence for o
moment remained nbroken, und, (hen L\ulyn
-spolee 2 X

“ '”Ih o\cltemcnt is_tov lnucluﬁn‘ )nu, my-

subduu llus mlcnsc pmn, a “amdd he px'esse(l lm
Lhnd, with n. look of neute’ suf’erm upon his
forchead. :

@Al let me lmthe )our heud, (lcnr
it nl\\ "ays relu.‘\es )ou, she ‘said ; f'or: mdoctl I’
nm <lron" now——qmlo well, I tlnnlc,'j and sh




