a,

to“'". Yes, every house, not only within the boun-

2ries of Britain, but throughout the earth, to
ud her; but as the less active ming of his lord-
p eulq discover no regl advantage likely to
Fesule from this search, he for once rejected the
Ounsel of her ladyship, and on the following
°Ming set out for Devonshire,

CHAPTER xx11,

B}

gain early summer, and reanimated na-
“as clad in her most verdant robes. The
Ssy carpet of the earth shope forth in its
e el‘esf hue: the tall trees displayed their rich-
bloo““lre of dark green leaves, whijle flowers
Ded in rich profusion,
) 3 Harriet Villiers stood within the delight-
ho:a °F i0 the garden at Fitzmorton hall; but
oy “O‘V.as formerly, wasshe surrounded by much-
thoy, friends, no, shg was alone, and as her
. 8hts went backwards through the space of
Short year, a tear dimmed the lustre of that
Pan; ’i‘a’. t eye. Yes! she sighed for the com-
‘hare q hip of those
No the quiet of that delightful spot. '
Yer I“: were near, and all, except lady’ Ellen,
deﬁlin thely 1o continue absent; lord Frederick had
the invitation of his Pparents to spend the
e :erng the hall, Lady Julia was still abroad;
: ere ™ haq intimated to Lawton that his visits
i Ry, ' 8 least 4, bim, far from acceptable: Sir
: sﬁw"l‘oxe_ther with Lord Arthur Percy, had
in. T4 Perciral apd lady Maria, in their
gy, Bl tour;—and Florence, where was she?
A} b0 coulq teny
h%elgh: step was heard; lady Harriet raised
! gy Jes to ee who might be the intruder; and
{ g, P08 forward with a ery of wild surprise,

I Was g
llnwe

liy,

Q\'er

\Har'iefa as she disengaged herself from his

long 2 8ing don g6 Devonshire, to rejoin
i but as T ¢ould not do so, without
Yees )""{. I'remained at the porter’s lodge,
ire iel"'ed 1ntelligence, no matter how, that
: ty 1 3’0 8arden, and then [ hurried here

Do ¥ youy .

}‘%v:de you M2y take your Jeave with equal .
; h‘hing w"’led the eap), approaching from anlad-

! Yo P'Ye: k. “.I have hefyre informed you, that

: %for (:ce My family was pot only un-

ity Ut Unwelcome, and Y hope I may not

*$sary 1o communicate that which js

le for RN
UanJ ¢ Lo impart, and I doubt nog

“asant for you to hear!”

who ‘had once, with her, .

i “T:s “lasped to the heart of Ernest Lawton,
i ‘“dgb aat fortunate event, dear Ernest, am [ )
l‘d, °F the pleasure of this meeting ?” asked
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“But permit me so observe,” said lady Harriet,

in a low, calm voice, “that to me at least, his

Presence is not unweleome! ang as Mr, Lawton is

Iy guest, not yours, yon will oblige me by per-
wilting him to remain, during his DPleasure; nei-
ther do I think a thirg person at all necessary on
the present occasion.”

“Silence girl! and away to your chamber, this
moment! No, stay! Here, on the pain of my dis-
pleasure, I command you to renounce, at once,
and forever, gal] comnection with Ernest Law-
ton!” ‘ '

“I regret that it is your pleasure to issue a
command which it is impossible for me to obey;
but as I am the promised bride of this same, Fr-
nest Lawton, you must see the impossibility of
obedience,” -

*Then permit me to inform you, that you have
made an engagement which I shall pever ratify,
and from this moment I command you to consi-
der it as ceasing to exist!”

“That is what I cannot do,
have destroyed the happiness
think not to make me also the
pride.” .

The band of the car] was raised on high, but
ere the blow which would have smote her to the
earth, was Permitted to fall, its Course was arreg-
ted by the hand of Lawton, who, placing him-
self between the infuriated earl and the offending
daughter, said,

“My lord Fitzmorton|
and will not, resign my
daughter's hand, yetdo I
her minority, without your approbation, I-wilt
not claim her promised faith! But when, by our
sacred laws, she is no longer subject to paternal
authority, then will I hope to receive, as fhe
reward of my Ppatient wasiting, the hand of your
lovely daughter!”

“8ir James Wilmot awaits, my lord!” cried 5
servant, who having done his duty in announcing
the baronet, disappeared. .

“Go to Your room, girl! And you, sir, I desire
you to leave Fitzmorton at once, and forever)”
said the carl, and as they disappeared from his
sight, he remained 3 few moments, to calm the
perturbation of his mind.

On returning to the house, the carl found the
bironet awaiting him in the drawing-room, and
after some time, passed in discourse or indiffereng
subjects, they retired to the library, where after
carcfully locking the door, they seated themselyes
beside a table, which occupied the centre of the
room, )

“ Now that we are safe from listening éars,
and prying eyes, tell me [ pray you, how prospers

my lord! You
of my brother,
victim of your

Alzhough T cannot,
Pretensions to your
promise that, during




