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THE TWO COMMEMORATIVE INSTIZTU-
TIONS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT,
THE LORD'S SUPPER AND THE LORD'S DAY,

A dizcoursa delivered by the editor at the opening of the
Christian meeting houso in Charlottetown,

‘ For as often as yé eat this bread and drink this cup yedo
show the Lord's death untfl Ho come." — 1. Con. XX1:11,

Momory is an oxtraordinary faculty of the
human mind. Itis a tablet on which can bo in-
scribed ten thousand times ten thousand imoges,
ideas and words without in the least impairing the
original back ground.

Commemorative institutions are intendoed to im-
press upou the memory signs of past ovents, to
presorve these events from oblivion and to cor-
roborate their history to future ages and gonera-
tions.

When the Lord designed that Israel should in
future ages romembor that their nation was de-
livered from Egyptian bondage, and their firat-born
from death by killing the pascal lamb and sprinkling
its blood on their door posts, he commanded them
to observe tho feast of tho Passover from year to
year.

The testimony of Zwo witnessos is sufficient in all
law human and divine, and in order that our faith
in the death and resurrection of Christ might rest
secure, (God has vouchsafed to us both written and
commemorative testimony of theso great events.
He saves those who bolieve in the death aad resur-
rection of His beloved Son aund accopt of Jesus;
and Bo has ordained that these events should be
clearly written in the Now Testiment and com-
memorated till the end of time, ono by the Lord’s
supper, the other by the Lourd’s day. Along with
the gospel is a commemorative feast and a com-
memorative day. These are to be kept by Chris-
tiavs, one by the positive command of Christ, the
other by the approved example of His disciples.
To a consideration of these two institutions I in-
vito your attention to-day.

We will speak of the first day of the weck, called
the Lord’s day. And I would here remark that
nature has sundry divisions of time, It has daily,
monthly and and yearly divisions, but it has no
weekly division. Art has its Jivisions of hours,
minutes and seconds but no weekly division. It

ig neither natural nor artificial but spiritual.

There is nothing in nature or in art to suggest why
one day should be kept differently from the other
six. If this is to be done at all it must be by the
positive command of -God.

God commanded the Jews to work six days and
to rest on the seventh because Ho had created all
things in six days and rested on tho seventh from
all his work. Tt was His Sabbath and must be the
Sabbath of Tsrael throughout their generations
Every time the day came round it corroborated the
written history of creation. It was a commemo-
rative day set apart by God, Neither the Jows
nor surrounding nations could find any natural
reason for its observance; but it was the
Lord’s Sabbath, telling all that Jsracl's God
was the Creator of the onds of the earth;
lience the monumental charactor of the seventh
day. Our Lord was a Jew and atrictly kept
the Sabbath until He finished it, whon He rested
from all His work in the cold grave of tho Arama-
thian councillor. When the Sabbath was past and
the first day of the weck began to dawn He loft
the grave forever, walked out to begin a life of
activity and glory which would never end. He
met His disciples, turned their aorrow into a joy that

no man could take from them, and they were be-

gotton again into a hope of life by His reaurroction
from the death,

Wo learn that the disciples mot together on
the first day of the week ond for worship,
for the doors wore shut to provent Jewish
assault, Wo learn that Jesus had proviously
told them to meot (Mark xxvi:7), and we
concluded that He appointed the day as well as
tho place for this meoting. If so, which is hizhly
probable, then Jesus had told them before His
doath to meet Him on tho first day of the weok;
and although they did not oxpect to gue Him alive,
vet thoy had such loving respect for their cruoified
Mastor thoy would obey this command rogardless
of Jowish rage.

It is certain thoy did meot togothor on this and
tho following first days, and that Jesvs approved of
theso meotings and met with thom, although there
is nothing said of thoir meeting on any other day
than on His rising day.

The approved example of Christ’s disciples is
our authority for mooting to worship the Saviour
on this day, and to honor His Divine Majesty and
to expect and enjoy His blessed approval.

It was on the firat day of the week tho disciples
woro togoether praying and waiting for the promises
of the Father, and the Boly Spirit came from
heaven, filled the apostles, and they began with
great power to gather thousands into the fold of
God. And it was on the first day that the disciples
meot to break bread at Troas. It is the only day of
the week since Jesus rose that is mentioned in con-
nection with Christian practice or worship, all
showing that it is the Lord’s day, and to be devoted
to His service.

The Jewish religion had its annual and tri-annual
worship. It also had its duily, weekly and monthly
observances, its seven years and fifty years divi-
sions of time, Christianity has only its weekly
public worship. The Jewish religion was national
and largely natural, and somewhat conformed to
nsture. DBnut the religion of Christ is spiritual.
In this, as in other things, we have first that which
is natural, afterwards that which is spiritual.
Christians are kings and priests to God, and they
can rejoice evermore, pray without ceasing and in
everything give thanks; but thoy have neither
yoarly nor monthly public worship. Only weekly
worship is onjoined by Christ.

History abundantly testifies that the first day of
the week was observed by Christians until the law
kept that day free from secular business, Wherevar
tho Biblo and civilization go that law whien pro-
tects the Lord’s day goes with them.

1f we ask why steamers, railroads and factories
which wore all astir for the last six days aro so still
to-day, the answer cannot be: Becavse God rested
to-duy from all His work. On the first day He
began to create and it cannot celebrate His rest.

Ask the infidel who owns a large factory: Why
is all your machinery still to-day? His answer is:
Tho law commands us to stop to-day. Bnt why
was such a lawimado? Ho roplies: ‘It is said that
Jesus Christ roso from the dead to-day, but it is
a fiction; He nover rose.” I ask him if he ever
knew & day kept through the centuries and the
milleniums to commemorate a fiction, and he is
silent, No monument was ever built to celebrate
tho famo of a man who never lived or a battle
which was never fought, although both may be
greatly exaggerated.. What proof has the infidel
that Jesus did not rise? Tho best history of the
times says Hec did. Tho most dotermined vigilanco
of the Jowish nation,with the mightypower of Rome
to assist, could not find His dead body. Those who
saw Him after His resurrcction and suffered and
died for seying so, declared it true, and this day
commemorates it.

The Britieh nation is the strictest on ocarth to
keop the Lord's day. Is it because this nation is

the weakeat, most ignorant, superstitious and

despotic on earth? Who will so affirm? Wherever
her armies go light and civilization follow.
Whorever hor banuer floats each subject, be ho
prince or boggar, has perfect liberty of conscience
and full protection in all rivil and religions mat-
tors.

But it may bo asked: ¢ Isnot that law tyrannioal
which requires men whother willing or not to wor-
ship on this day 1" Tho answer is: The British law
does not compel men to worship against their will
on this day. No just law does this. But it pro-
tects those who wish to worship God this day.
Society is 8o constructed that Christians could not
meot for worship on this day without the law pro-
tecting it; and it says to all, “ Stop your business
and allow Christ’s followers to celebrate His rising
day.”

God’s vord declares that there is a time coming
whon every knee shall bow to Christ and every
tonguo shall confess that Ho is Lord to tho glory of
God and He scoms to foreshadow that time by what
we new seo and hear, Every letter wo receive, every
messago and overy paper or document of any kind
is useless without i1 is dated, and all dates from A.
D., the year our Lord. No business can be car-
ried on without A, D, All literature is useless
without it. The Creator and Ruler of the univerae
is thus proclaiming to onr raco ‘hat His dear Son
was born in the time and place that His prophets
had foroteld.

It atings infidels to tho heart to be continually
reading and writing ¢ the year of our Lord,” and so
far acknowledging Jesus as Lord, Jn the French
revolution thoy invented the habit of dating from
another ovent, and struggled hard to have A. D.
expunged from the world's literature. But after a
desprrate attempt they failed, and the year of our
Lord 1.ngs through all civilization and proclaims the
Saviour's birth. The same is true of the Lord’s
day. It preclaims to all men that the same Lord
who was born in Bethlehem so many years ago and
led a pure and perfect life and died on the cross,
rose on this day by the mighty power of God.
And while He protects this day for His people to
worship Him, He aleo affords others the privilege
of hearing the gospel that they might be saved bty
faith in Christ Jesus. Who can describe the bless-
ings bestowed ov men by this day or the happiness
of thoso who spend it in the true worship of God,
aud in active labors to spread the knowledge of the
Son of God among the lost, until Ho calls them to
the rest that remaineth fcr the people of God.

In our dsy meu aro laboring in different places
to abolish the ubservance of the Liord's day. This
is not done in reality so much for temporal ad-
vantago, because men need s rest from care and
labor, but it is dono to oppose Christ and His
Father. In some instances they seem successful,
ard got laws to snit their mad attempts to *‘ break
their bands asunder and to cust away their cords
from them.” But their triwmphs will be short.
*“Ho that sitteth in the heavenys shall laugh; the
Lord shall havo them in derision.” He will exzalt
His own King and exhibit the malice and weakness
of his enemiecs. This day remains, and will romain
to the end of time, pyoclaiming to all that God-has
raised His Son from the dead.
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This is & very important subject, lknox I am
not able to write upon it as it demands, but from
personal obscrvation I sce a necessity for our
brethren to take this matter deeply into considera-
tion. Itis a question that affects our success as'a
distinctive people, and if we want to make our-
selves folt as a Christian body we wust build up
our churches, Some one thinks the answer aisiple



