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will not take my mercy away from him us I people, but it shall break in picces all these
took it from him who was before thee, but kingdoms, nnd it shall stand for ever.”
1 will settle lam in my house and in my;  Afer the resurrection of our Lord, and
kmgdgm for ever; amd his throne shall be yefore his ascension, his diseiples enquired
cstublished for overmore, of him concerning this kingdom.  Acts i.
This promise was partially fulfilled in ¢, 7: « When they therefore were come to-
Solomon; but that & greater &in s is here, gether they asked of him saying, Wilt thou
if when Solomon was but « type, 18 evident at this time restore the kingdom to Israel.
from the expression, “ wluch shall be of thy | And he snid unto them, 1t is not for you to
song"—not “which shall be thy son.” *I1,know the times and the scasons which the

will establish his throne for ever.” I will
settle him in my house and in my kingdom
for ever.”— His throne shall be established
for evermore.” Thus we find the Lord
confirming nnd cnlurging his  promises.
Pasal. xxxtx. 35—37.  « Once have I sworn
by my holiness that I will not lie unto
David, His seed shall eandure for ever, and
his throne as the sun bofore me. It shall
be established for ever as the moon, and us
a fuithful witness in keaven.?

Isainh, who prophecied 250 years after
Solomon, speuks of it as still future. Isa
ix. 72 “Of the increaso of his government
and peace there <hall be no end; upon the
throne of David «nd upon his kingdom, to
order and to estat-ish it with judgment and
with justice, from benceforth and for ever.”

Jeremiah prophecied about 380 years
after Soluinon, and he speaks thus:

Jereminh xxiit. 5, 6: “ Behold tho days
come, saith the Lord, that 1 will ruise unto
David a rightcous Branch, and a king shall
reign sand prosper, and shall execute judg:
ment aud justice in the earth,  In his days
Judah shall be saved, and Ismel shall dwell
safely; and this is His name whercby he
shall be called: *The Lord our Righteous-
“m’ (1]

Futher has put in his own power.”

In the 2nd chapter of the Acts of the
Apostles, the scope of the Apostle’s reason-
ing is, that Cluist must necessarily rise
fiom the dead, as in him was to be fulfilled
the prophecies given in reference to David’s
Son and David’'s Lord. And I only add
the express teaching of our Lord himself,
when he says, Rev, xxii. 16, “1 am the root
and the offsprmg of David, and the bright
and morning star.”

Thaus I have directed your attention to a
connected series of texts, from the origina!
prophecy down to Revelation; and there
are only a few selections out of many to
the same purport.

In these passages we have a full develop-
ment of the glorious scheme of the restitu-
tion of all things under “Javid’s Son,” our
Head and Captain—the King of kings and
Lord of lords. We are distinetly taught
that a kingdom, headed by one who is the
Son of David and the Sou of God, is to be
founded on the carth; and that this kingdom
is to be universal and everlasting.

IL. T ask your attention in the second
place to the character of this kingdom.

1. This kingdom is still future. It is

Zech. vi. 12, 18: “Thus speaketh the
Lord of hosts saying. Behold the man whose
name is Branch; and he shull grow up out
of his place, and he shall build the temple
of the Lord—even he shall build the Tem-
ple of the Lord, and he shall bear the glory,
and he shall sit and rule upon his throne,
and he shall be a priest upon his throne.”

Zech. xiv, 3, 41 “Then shall the Lord go

forth and fight sgninst these nations, ns;

when he fought in the day of batle; and:
his feet shall stand in that day upon the,
Mountof Olives” Verse9:“Andthe Lord,
shall be King over all the earth.  In that,
day there shall be one Lord, and his name;
onc.'i

Hosea iii. 4, 5: “And I said unto her,
Thou shalt abide for me many days; for
the children of Isracl shall abide many days
without a king and without a prince; after-
ward shall the children of Isracl return and’
scek the Lord their God, and David their!
King s and shall fear the Lord and his good-
ness in the better day.”

Dan. i. 14: “And in the days of these
kings shall the God of heaven set up a
kingdom which shall never be destroved;
and the kingdom shall not be left to other
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often said that all these promises are alrea-
dy fulfilled, and that Christ now sits on
David's throne. A\ moment’s consideration
will show that this is unscriptural—Christ
is now seated on his Father's throne, at his
Father's right hand, where David never
was, Surctly this can in no sense what-
ever be that throne of David spoken of in
the above passages.  Then it is said that
David’s throne is the spiritual kingdom sct
up in the heart of believers.  But in what
possible sense can the heart of the belie-
ver be called the throne of David. And 1
must here remark in passing, that there has
arisen much confusion on this subject, from
the fact that the manifestation of Christ’s
kingdom has been lostsightof.  Thereis a
spiritaal kingdom in the heart which com-
cth nat with observation; and the work of the
gospel now is, the translating of sinuers out
of the kingdom of darkness into this king-
dom of Divine grace.  We admit toits full-
est extent this spiritual kingdom in the
heart.  But this does not imply that there
is to be no visible kingdom—uo glorious
manifestation of Christ as King—no future
kingdom in which Christ is to sit on the
throne of his father David.  We fully be-
lieve that Christ is now glorified, and reigns
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as Advocate and Saviour of his people, as
King of kings, and head of his Church,
But this is not the glory—Lthis is not the
reign which is the speeial subject of pro-
mise to him as David’s Son. He is at the
Father's right hand now; but he is onl
expecting und waiting Gl his cnemies shalt
be made his footstool. The apostles,
throughout, teach us that the kingdom was
not set up in their day. Paul declares in
Cor. xv. 27, that “all things shall be put
under him.”  But in Heb. ii. 8, he says thut
we sce not yet all things put under him,
e exhorts the Thessulonians to * walk wor-
thy of God who had called them to his
kingdom and glory.”  James also speaks of
b-ltevers as being “ heirs of the kingdom,”
which language could not have been used
had the kingdom been already moanifested;
had there been no othier kingdom than that
of grace which believers had already en-
tered, and of which they could not therefore
be the heirs. But why multiply proofs
when we sce so clearly that Satan is yet
the prince of this world; and that his king-
dom, at variance with the kingdom of our
Lord, is now in the ascendancy? Do we
not acknowledge that this kingdom is still
future every time we pray, T%y kingdom
como?

2. It isakingdom not of thisworld, This
world is a world of evil, and under the
dominjon of the evil one. “Ye are not of
the world,” said Christ to his disciples, «I
have chosen you out of the world. Be-
tween the kingdom of this world, and the
kingdom of Christ, there are the following
striking contrasts.  This world lieth in
wickedness; Sutan and his angels are tha
rulers <f the darkness of this world, It is
unholy. It rejects Christ. It cannot re-
ceive the Spirit. It is a world of darkness
which knows not God. The world of the
kingdem to come, is to be full of righteous-
ness and of the glory of God. Christ, nut
Satan, is to be King. Upon it the Spirit
is to be poured out. Itisto be all light.
In it all shall know the Lord, from the least
unto tuc greatest. Many look for what
they call “a good time coming;” but this
millennium is just a re-constructing and
re-arranging of the present world.  But we
look for a new heaven aud a new earth,
wherein dwe'leth righteousnes—a kingdom
that is not of this world. We have had
enough of this world to make us rejoice in
a kingdom, in which no taint or trace of
this sin-cursed, Satan-governed, state of
things shall be found.

3. The territory of this kingdom is this
earth, Some persons regard the declara-
tion that this kingdom is not of this world,
as equivalent to the declaration that this
kingdom is not to be on carth atall. No
mistake could be more obvious.  When be-
lievers ave spoken of as not of this world,
it dons not mean that they are not inhabit-
ants of this carth, but that they are not




