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EARLY PIETY—A Sermon to the Young.

BY REV. THOMAS S8HARP,

ABHBURN, CANADA WEST.
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U the 8treets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in the streets thereof.
—ZECHARIAK vIIL 6.

Wl;[; l:: ;it]y here spoken of is Jerusalem,
Yeeng of Olomon huilt the temple, and the

% ) thls day. Solomon, who was the
the m"f men, had the honour of building
Srep a:% beautiful church that the world

. a} the W and what rendered this edifice
- the facmore attractive and wonderful was
btheet' that God's presence dwelt there
% g Be cherubims in the Holy Place,
Paing et the adoring worshipper re-
bi, . ither he met, God, and God blessed
frogy o € Temple stood a long time, even
Unyj) t: ays of Solomon that wise king,
™ T the death of our Lord and some
: th%sa “Postles, 5 period of upwards of a
ftroyed Years. It had been often de-
ty, 204 as often rebuilt, until at length
be(’mpletely razed from the founda-
’ ROmany the Roman Emperor, and the
! d%lati ea,?‘e’ called « the abomination of
P]aee‘ " Was seen waving in the Holy
History n w.hat state is the Temple now ?
?“’0 "eplies that it is in ruins, and
l‘llrks ¢ or Turkish church stands there.
° P‘agﬂlls inhabit Jerusalem, and
u:t' ’: 0 the possession, not of the
¢ .wo thf enemies of the Saviour.
alo;?,“m Jerusalem and pitch
8o ing as(: the grassy sod Fhat clothes
" Yarm, a’;:‘ ot Moum, Zion, have to
q st the marg :ll.g with them for defence
N b Man of ‘: 'ng Arabs, the supposed
s and iy, bmael, who are a race of
ChyMOmeny i ¥ plunder. At the pre-
y Hatiay Boy "ould be very unsafe’for
B ey . 20 iy to play there, for
) e":vbbers would either kil
€, they the a:* sla-ves. We be.heve,
e of“ay 13 not far distant
the text will Lo fully

“i‘)m

the Jewish solemnities before and’

realized. The Jews are not now inhabit-
ing their own Jand, but are scattered all
over the world: yet when the Lord’s time
for gathering them arrives, he will honour
them as missionaries in all nations for
gathering the Gentiles, thus making the
conversion of the nations and the restora-
tion of the Jews to their own land promi-
nent features of the latter-day glory. We
do not think, however, that Jerusalem will
ever assume the position of the metropolis
of the world, or that Christ will ever reign
personally there, but that Jerusalem will
be only a city of equal importance to the
great body of Christ’s people with that of
any other city where Christ is honoured,
but a city possessing peculiar attractions to
the minds of the expatriated Jews, leading
them to return to their own land, and there
worship their long-expected Messiah.

But in 4 higher and more exalted sense,
you are to understand the scene of the text -
as describing the Jerusalem above, which is
the mother of us all. 'Were I to ask any of
you what is your father’s or your mother’s
name, you would tell me. Who nursed:
you? prays with and for you? trains and
forms your manner? chooses your play-
things, and looks with an interested eye to.
sec that your amusements are harmless?
The answer to all these questions fs—your
mother. This city, then, on the streets of
which boys and girls are seen playing, is
your mother; for, being born from above,
nourished and trained from above, Jeru-
salem is the mother of you all,

I Boys'and girls may be id the eity of
God.

1L. Those boys and girls who aré in the
city of God are very Lappy.

1I1. Boys ahd girks who are God'schil-



