THE GOOD

Sabbath School Lessons.
September 21st, 1861.

THE REJECTION OF JESUS AT
NAZARETH.—Luke 1v. 16-34.

NI' Verse 16-17.—Jesus having come to
2zareth, where he had been brought up,
% e to the synagogue on the Sabbath day
prcﬂrdmg to his custom, and the book of the
moghet Esaias having been handed him, he
o da from it the lesson of the day, and direct-
that 1} attention of his auQi(tie to the fact,
. 1€ Passam ¢ .
i passage was specially applicable to
%“azareth was not a place of any uote
m"“"lpus to the coming of the Lord. Itisnot
“0tioned in the Old Testament Scriptures;
the LY by the uninspired Jewish writer as
® birth-place of Jesns. It had in fact
er an evil notoriety among the Jews, in
fr: ays of our Saviour, 'This we may infer
« ¢ the question put to Philip by Nuthuuiel,
mt}?{} there any good thing come out of Nuaza-
e Johni. 46, 1t was infamous not from
X Wickedness, but on account of the rebel-
Ous and sedjtious character of its inhabitauts.
;"Pg situated also at a distance from the
lat"nm’ its dialect was corrupt; and its popu-
100 wag of o mixed nature, being made up

if Jews and Gentiles. For these reasons
e‘lZareth wag despised by the inhabitants of
d Tusalemn and Judea, who were, at all events,
pesDOsed to view with sovereign contenpt the |
ubople of Gulilee. But as has alrcady been |
Nse“‘(‘d the cxpressions, Nozarene and of
Dfazareu,, were not.meant to convey any idea
Obloquy in the days of our Saviour. The
Va\ﬁn is beautifully situated in a romantic
2y, of about a mile long, and a quarter of
is?}l}e broad, and is surrounded by hills. 1t
Fro, Ot Six miles north-west of Mount Tabor.
abom Neby Ismael, which crowns the heights
Out Nazareth, one obtains a most magnifi-
el Prospect.  From its summit Mount Car-
W 13seen in the distance. Thelofty Hebron,
'emgse top is enveloped in eternal snow, fit
lem ~of aged time, and the Mediter-
ti;‘e‘m suggestive of eternity, are also dis-
ctly vigible. Fhe environs of Nazareth
Toduce Juxuriant palm-trees, olive-trees, and
ﬂ;gft“""s; and its cornfields are unrivalled
Toughout, the length and breadth of Canaan.
Widst these scenes, were spent thirty years
0“: Saviour’s life upon earth, v. 17.
N Jesus came ta Nuzareth.” He com-
ne_HCed his gracious work among his own
Sighbours, "He made them an offer of mercy
odatever their reception of it might be—

Whether thoy should hear or whether they
:h‘)“‘d, f0rbez;~." It is a true proverb, that
ty begins at home, When & stone is
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thrown into the midst of the ocean, first- @
small cirele is seen on the surface, which goes
on ever increasing, till as philosophers tell us,
though the circumstance becomes impercepti-
ble to our semses, every particle of that
mighty ocean is embraced within it. Just so
with trwe benevolence, beginning with the
family circle, and thence extending to the
neighbourhood, it ceases not till the remotest
countries of the earth are comprehend-
ed within its grasp. 'Tis a question-
able philanthrepy, which incites to active
exertions on account of far distant strangers,
to the meglect of our own families and neigh-
bourhoods. While there is room enough fer
all in the heart where Christian love resides,
yet nearest home we witness its warmest, its
brightest wanifestations.

111 “ And as His custom was” It was
then the regular practice of our Lord to re-
sort to the synagogacs, the Jewish places of
worship, on the Sabbath days to teach. In

this as in every thing else regarding Christian

morality, he sets before us an example for our
imitation. “ Be ye therefore followers of God
as dear children,” Eph. v. i., and oheying the
injunction of the apostle *let us not forsake
the assembling of ourselves together,” Heb.
x. 25.

IV. “He stood ap for to read.” It was
the custom, in the synagogue, to stand up to
read the Scripturcs: and they would not even
lean on anything while engaged in this exer-
cise. In the synagogues there was a priest to
superintend the service, and to see that every-
thing was donc in an orderly manner. As he
thus served in divine things he was called the
minjster. It was not, however, at all incon-
sistent with the general mode in which public
worship was condncted that Jesus read the
portion of the Scripture allotted for that Sab-
bath. Strangers were often invited to read
and exhort on such occasions, and there were
many reasons why the Lord should have been
requested to do so. He had been for some
time absent, and his thus being called on to
address those present in the synagogue of
which he himself had been, doubtless, a
member, would have served as a kind of re-
introduction. They must also have been as-
sured that he was extraordinarily qualified to
address them. They had heard, too, of the
miraculous cure he had cffected at Damascus,
Luke iv. 23. It was morcover customary to
invite the originators of any sect to speak
publicly on such seasons, that the people
might have an opportunity of hearing and
testing their doctrines.

V. “ The Spirit of the Lord is upon me.”
The High Priest was set apart for his offive,
under the Mosaic economy, by being anointed

with the oil of consecration. ~ Qur great High



