THE CRITIC.
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Such are some of the scraps which we have gleancd from this
third part of * Picturesque Canada,” which, in our judgment are

of sufficicnt interest to justify their extraction, and to render us -

« a little blind " to some of the minor fauits of the writer.

THE DRESS OF THE PERIOD IN ITS RELATION TO
HEALTH.

A lecture on the above-nained subjoot has boen delivored
under the auspices of The National Health Sociotv of Great hit-
nin.  Dr. Treves, who delivered it, hus givon us abundant food
for voflection ; tho Doctor tells us that the costume of a peoplo is
to somo extent a roflex of the untional mind, so we may concludo
that future generations will look back on the presont ora ns anago
in which their ancestors suffered from frizzes on the Lrin, from
profusion of birds' fonthers (or the imitations thoreef), from cle-
vated heolx, from tight lacing, arsenic, powder, putty, and other
addenda from the studio of the artist

Fushion, the Doctor tolls us, has at one timo decreed that a
woman should wear an oxcresconce on her head, and o lump on
her back, and we might add, biack patches on her skin.  In quot-
ing from a'fushion-book, ho says: * With this style of bonnot,
the mouth is worn slightly open ;" possibly the samo Look might
diroct that *the Grecinn bond is worn with these heols, and the
Alexandra limp with these,” The edicts of a Now York dress-
muker or tailor will continue to command the fealty of tho masses,
spite of ull considerations but thos =f fushion ; it is thereforo to
littlo purpose, 48 we venture to opine, that a professional man, or
auy ono elso may deprocnte tight-lacing ar any other craze, so long
ns womon cherish tho delusion that men admive it; wasp-like
waists, we should say, are about as abhorrent to most men as are
waspish tempers. Dr, Troves' testimony with regard to the prac-
tico of tight lacing is that a lady who might clect to appear with
ono of her oyes [elosed with an ornamentsl plaster” wonld be less
insano than is the tightly laced, inasinaeh us the plaster would
obstruct but one organ, whereas the lacing injures many , the doc
tor also depicts a European {ady lamenting the luove of deformity
of the Chinese, as manifested in their feet, and conclu.des that Jde
furmity of the waist is the greater cvil, he even drawg a com
parison between tho flattoned heaws of a certain Indisn tiibe and
the flat heads which chorish defurmed waists, and the comparisun
is not flattering to the civilized. Tho cirenmforenco of # waist in
a porfectly devoloped woman is from 26 to 28 inches; “n perfect
fomale wais:,” in the estimate of fashion, should not exceed 16, or
about the circumferonce of the neck of an athlotic man. [n the

majority of the models of the}london costumiers, the waist moas-

ures from %0 to 21 inches; inasmuch as theso models illustrato the
sentiments of tho dress-makers and their customers, they indicate
a source of injury to the popular health which wmay help to ac-

coun. for the®resent rate of mortality. Tho natural waist is

oval in outline (as seen in sections of tho body); the doformed
waist is round. It would doubtless be pronounced *muinterest-
ing,"” wero wo to dilate at length on the variety of evila entailed
by this ludicrous fashion ; wo must thoaforo be content to indi
cato that the malady styled gall-stones is said to bo threo times ns

common in women as it is in men; ulcer of the stomach also, '
colic, spasms, and affections of those organs from the derangement

of which women exclusively suffer, are all largoly attributable to
the senseless practice of tight-lncing. It were casy to dwell at
greater length on this forni of suicide, but if women are incapa-
ble of concluding that thoy cannot contract the span of their
waist without at tho same time curtailing the span of their days,
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it would bo wasto of timo to enlarge further on tho subject. Wo
will therefore conclinda with n quotation from Dr. Troves: * Of
all means that tho ingenuity of mun could deviso for prosorving
tho youthfulness of the figure, thuro is porhups none that will provo
moro uscless, or that will moro complotely defout its own purpose,
than the porsistont wearing of an nrrangoment of steol and whalo-
bones.”

THE EXHIBITION.

It i a serious detraction from the supposed importanco of
the press notices of articles oxhibited, whon one knows thut thoso
notices rise and fall liko a theviwometer under the gonial influenco
of the advertising columns, Tho exhibit of the Uorn.cob Pipe
Compuny and others found no place on the Globe's map, and no
notice in its columny ; the Company, howover, relied on thoir wares
advertisingjthemaolves, nnd wero doubtloss gratified at the aceept-
ance by the Princess of their pipes on bohalf of tho Marqms of
Lorno and Princo Gieorgo of Wales,

The adjudication of prizes must noeds presont o chronio difti-
culty to thoso who desivo that tho awards should bo distributed
according to merit ; for technieal knowledge, involving s it may
be suid to involve, ncquaintance with all the kinds of feaud which
attach to the cluss of articlos uxhibited, is indisponsablo, integrity
on the part of tho judgo is not luss disponsable, and thero ave
those who atfirmy that this Iatter qualifieation is not always pres-
ent. Wa should say that when n Doctor-judge passes snch a
stench-destroying invoution us that of Mr. Norman, sud all olec-
trical applinnces without recognition, it evinces cither gross ignor-
ance on his part (at which one cannot be surprised) or correspond-
ing disingenuousness, which is hardly loss surprising,

Wo would suggest that the institutious which arp restricted
t “ gentlemen only,” bo in future described as * for swino only.”

An evangelist of tlis city who Jdovs not strike bargains to
doliver casays st s0 much per uarter, but supports hinmsolf oz, tho
privaple adupted by the Apustlo Paul, found his faith rowarded
i the folluwing fashion on the 24ch ult. A littlo dog which be-
lungs to the neighbouihowl in which this gontloman vesides, and
which had previoualy kept its distance frum him when he had
made advances to it, approached him with a dollar bill in its
muuth, as the Evangelist's need of the bill exceeded that of the
dug, ho romuved ity and no doubt bethuught him of Elijah and
the ravens, ‘

« 'WO MAGNIFICENT CONCERTS.”

Such has been the entortainmont said to have beon provided
by tho catarers for the public at the Horticultural Gardens ! Had
thoy promised such a floral display as admitted of being xeen, wo
could have recognized. the upplication of their adjective; their
noxt concerts will probably be announced as *¢ beautiful.”

EXAMPLE TO “ROOSTER™FIGHTERS.

A couple of rovsterels wore recently onguged in hoy encoun-
ter, whon a peaco-inaking brother statked up, uud stood betwesn
thom until thoir wrath had abated , tho threo thon went their
soveral ways.

Is it to prevent a dog biting a socond time, or to givo him
tho privilege of so doing, that his ownor is allowed by the faw the
alternative cf paying a fine, in view of the diversion afforded tho
dog?



