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parod with-the less: favornbly. crrcumstanced:pooplo.of othor-andt
oldor countrios. Let us cxmamino for a-moment this. much
vaunted suporiority. In ontering, teo, on a:considoration of-the:
claim-advanced, it may simplify mattors and'joad;.porhaps, tosa.
cloarer olucidation. of tho facts. of:the caso, ift we tako- first
glanco at tho sources.irom. which the-parties lauded may ‘be:
oxpeoted to have:derived:thorr information; and then advort: to:
the many. patent-ovidences of thewr having generally. profited.by
thoir “hygienic and anatomical” investigations. Tho vast
majority of. the: American - people are indobted to that excetlont:
nationnl institution—~tho District. School—for whatover eluca-
tional.attainmonts thoy may: happon-to possess. Tho schools.
bearing: that namo proseat a close bi to tho Canadi
Common Schools under tho Old Act. -“reading, writng andt
ciphering” constitating abuut.all thoy mim at'ymparting,—tho:
teachors, as. a- rule, being, 1n pont of loarn:ng,. but-a stop’ in
advance of their.pupils. Thoy-do a.noble worls, for-alj that, in.
placing. within.tho grasp of tho poorost tho koy of knowledga';
though I cannot forbear avahag myselt of the cpportumty- of
saying that the admirablo parish-schoot systom ot Scotland: is-
fax ahead of that which- obtmins 1n Canada or tho-UnitediStates.
In.neither of theso latter do wo find any attompt mado-to-iflu-
mioate the youthfal mind in rotation to.the matters treated of
by our.roviewer, and even if wo pursuo tho-vnquiry a stop fur-
thier, tho results aro nearly as unsausfuctory, for in the *“acado-
mies,” “seminarics,” and * soloct ~schools (so catled), but littls:
is-attempted. Indoed, we miglt extend our oxamination to much*
Taore pretentions institutions, and still: meot with-very littlo to-
roward our labor. In a fow of thom, no doubt,a:physiological
toxt-book of somo description, figures-on thowr hsts; but the
sta'y being wholly optional, and' not apparently popular, com-
paratively fow ongagoe:in at

But after all, is it not fairly within tho range of our ques-
tion'to ider.tho more adv: d schools o1-a siender minority?
What we aro sooking to-arrivo.at.is, whero'do tAe-masses obtain
thoir information io relation.to tho subjects stated? Certainly
0ot appreciably-in .any of tho « halls of learmng " to which
referonco has beon-made. To tho popular hiterature of tho day
must wo turn:for an answor to-our onquiry; and occupying the
Pprincipal-position (measuring importance by oxtent of diffusion),




