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marrow, ewsed Ly o fall on the head when al

¢hild, the arm when reduced, on the occasion
spoken of, returned afterwards to its abnormal
position. The pressure of ihe head of the bone
not being on the axilliary plexus of nerves, but
on the soft pectora]l muscle, gave not much pain
-or inconvenience, and escaped particular notice.
My impression is also, that during the epileptic
convulsions, the humerus was jerked further
inwards out of its artificial joint, and that the
noise heard when reduction was first attempted
arose from its being removed from the second
dislocation again into the first, because before
this had
and theattempt caused much pain,
% * * * *
Possibly an independent judgment should have
anticipated the true histor;

L8 k] >

arrived ; but the reputation of the surgeon ap-:
pearcd to be at stake—another opprobrium was
to be heaped upon our science, and & man was |
to be turied upon the world maimed for life;
hence the persistent etforts aad the desire to

sey . SR
accompiisli the end.  Yet some extenuating cir-

taken place, rotation was impossitle, | excited and confused.

i

cumstances attend the case : the patient when

first seen was guite unable to give a history of
himseif ; there was the bone lying plain and un-
gightly in its abnormal position, and where is
the surgeon who would not have attempted its
reduction under the circumstances?

This case, in itself iustructive, might yet be
usefu] in a medico-legal point of view.

AQOUTE POISONIHG BY EZGOT.
By DR. OLDRIGHT.

Lipaeer Tes wl Lefore the Medical Sietion Canadian
tustitute, Toronto.

Abstract of

The ergot was given three days after de
fivery to control secondary hremorrbage. The
loss by Hooding was very slight. About two
hours, or more, after the administration of the
ergot, the patient began to fecl a tingling in the
fingers and feet, cramps in the logs, arms and
ehest, dizziness and weakness; the pupils be-
came dilated, and the pulse very small, and, if
mesiory serves, accelerated. At the same time,
a feeling of coldness was complmned of. Stimu-
ants und wirmth were applied. In about an

hour the symptoms gradually subsided, and all
went well for a few hours, when the same symp-
toms recurrved, but with greater intemsity.
Stimulants were again administercd, snd heat
wos applied to the surface of the body Ly meaxs
of extra bed-ciothes, hot bottles, and flannels
dipped in hot water. This was continued for two
or three hours, and it was not till the end of
that time that the slightest diaphoresis, or even
a good glow of heat, was induced. Zhen the

» | face and bead suddenly Lecame intenscly con-

gested, being of a purplish red color. Puin was
felt in the lead, and the patient secraed much
A brother practitioner
was called in, and it being feared that convul-
sions would occur, cold cloths were applied to

{ the head. The intense engorgement gradually

of this and |
y case, | subsided, bus the congestion continned for two
jumped to the couclusion to which we atlast lm thyee d

ays, as manifested by pain iu the heads
photophobia, &e.
| noliced, was & diarrhoez, in which the stools were
of a dark grey color and looked as thongh meal
bad been stirred through them. They had a
peeuliar sickly, indeserilable oder, and were
accompanied Iy griping pains.

Another symptom which was

This condition of the bowels was noticed in
another case, occurring o few monlhs after,
Here, also, had

been a good deal of weakness, and a contiuual

where crgot had been given.

: pecurrence of faintness ; but this was attrilmted
to loss of blood during labor and before it, the
Pease having been almost enc of placenta prwevia.
As to the medus operandi of ergot in these
cases, Wood,
“ Dispensatory,
pressant, partially paralyzing the heart and the
1 donot fecl prepaved. to go very
deeply into the question, but it seens probablo
thad its primary action is excitant to the spinal
and sywmpathetic portions of the nervoussyster,
contraction, aud Increased
tonicity of musculo-fibrous and fibiows tissues.
Hence the spasmis which it canses.  In this way
it would diminish the calibre of the arteries and
capillavies, whilst it would imipede (2nd here we
must remember how continuous aud unremitting
is its action on the womb) the action of the
beart, keeping it in a condition of continuous
partial contraction. This causes starvation of

in his ¢ Materia Medicn” ana
” oy

teaches that it is o airect de-

capillaries.

cxeling muscular



