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ful with a fine powder of equal parts of
boracic acid and roasted coffee. In recent
cages he was able to obtain a radical curein
from eight to fifteen days, and even after the
disease bad become firmly established the
number of attacks was reduced, after from two
to six days of treatment, from fifteen or twenty
to four or five in the twenty-four bours, and a
like improvement was mnoted in the other
symptoms. The insufflations were practised
morning and evening.

In the fasciculus for June, 1886, of the
Riviste, Clinica de Terapeutica, appears a com.
munication from Dr. P. Sertoli, in which inha-
lations of iodoform and oil of turpentine are
recommended very warmly for the cure of
pertussis, The writer states that he found the
number of the attacks to be lessened and their
severity to be diminished soon after the inhala-
tions were begun, and the duration of the
disease was also shortened, a complete cure be-
ing obtained within less than twenty days.

We have previously referred to the resuits
obtained by Dr. Moncorve, of Brazil, with re.
sorcine, and very recently also to the success
claimed from the employment of narceine by
M. Laborde and others, "These are by no
means all the methods which have been brought
to the notice of the profession with the endorse-
ment "of their advocates, but they will suifice
to show either that pertussis is far from being
the intractable disease which it has hitherto
been supposed to be, or else that it is very
varisble in its duration and course, sometimef
subsiding spontaneously whatever form of treat-
ment be adopted.—X. Y. Med. Racord.

TREATMENT OF RHUS-POISONING.

A timely article upon the treatment of rhus-
poisoning appesrsin a recent issue of the Journal’
of Cutgneous and Venereal Diseases: The poi”

sonous prineiple of . Rhus toxicodendron (pOISOn-t

oak) and of Rhus venenaia {poison-ivy) resides
in a volatilé acid known as toxicodsndric aeid.

The" disease resulting is known. techmcally a8’
dermatitis venexw.ta. Ib :is" @ -curious fact:
‘that thls ‘poison is utterly dnert with many’
- persons, and ‘gpnsequentl‘y, for the production’

‘nearly'dry. Grindelia"is generally’ believed o=

‘although: Dr. Hyde, of Ohlcago,mpea
'thusxastxcally :of an ointment ma.de* by, mcor-

of the dermatitis there must be some individual
predisposition. 8o far as we can learn, derma-

tologists have not yet learned what makes up

this curious and unfortunate predisposition.
The plant iy more active apparently in the
spring and fall, and according to some authori-
ties Qalifornia is particularly rich in it. Even
in standard works, there is a singular confusion
as to the two plants which give rize to tho
toxicodendric acid. The poiscn-oak, or Rhus
toxicodendron, is a rare plant, while the poison-
ivy, or Rhus venenalw, is comparatively com-
mon. Webster's Dictionary is incorrect on
this point,

The disease which the poison produces is a
dermatitis which runs a natural course of from
one to six weeks, averaging perhaps two weeks,
Tts occasional very wmild and brief course has
led to the announcement of many specifics for
rhas-poisoning.  Specifics, however, do not in
reality exist, and the most that can be done is
to palliate the symptoms, and perhaps shorten
the period of the inflammation.

The remedies most highly recommended by
the editor of the Jowrnal are the following:
B. Sodii hyposulphitis, 3j.; glycerine, 3ss.;
ag., ad 3viij, M. Apply with compresses
frequently renewed. When lotions cannot be
continuously used the following powder is
freely applied : B. Pulv. zinci oxid., 3ij.; bis-
muth. subnitrat.,, Zj.; amyli, 3v. . In
later stages the following ointment may he:
given: B. Pulv. zinei oxid.,, amyli, & 3ij.;
vaseline, 3iv. T :

Another treatment highly recommended is
the frequent application of black wash, followed
at night by the following omtment B.. Acid.
carbolic., gr. X-XX. ; ung. aq, T0s®, %j hydtarg
chlorid. mite, gr. x. M.

Both Dr. Hardaway, of St. Louis, and Dr.:
Van Harlingen, of Philadelphia, recommend
highly a solution of gulphate of zinc, gr ij. to
0 j. A mixture of fluid extract of grmdell&
robusts, 3ij. to 3j. of water is, sald to be ivery:
effective. - Oloths are to, be ‘wetbed: with this, °
and. then kept on the ‘parts’ watil: f,hey a.re“

be the most efficient of :the’ vegetable remedles,

porating a decoctmn of the inner. bark of ﬂle"
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