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cal science, he who works alone with
no one to discover bis ignorance; or
lie who is surrounded by a lot of
briglit young fellows w-ho have read
the last Lancet or the newest An nals
of Sy/cry, and can trip him up if he
is not abreast of the times? I alwayrs
feel at the Jefferson Hospital as if I
were on the run with a pack of lively
dogs at my heels. I cannot afford to
have the voungsters familiar with op-
crations, imeans of investigation or
newer methods of treatmnent of which
I an ignorant. I must perforce stuly,
read, catalogue and remeinber, or give
phlace to others w'hoavill. Students are
the best whip and spur I knov-W.
W. Keen. . . ..
nATTERS OF GENERAL INTEREST.

One of the most iiteresting inhabi-
tanits of a pond is the insect known
as the water boatman, w-hich may be
observed floating about in the water.
lowever, instead of floating back up-
pernost like the beetle family, lie pre-
fers to swini w-ith his back down-
wards, an arrangement which, how-
ever seemingly awkward froni our
point of view, is to the boatnan an
adivntage, enablin- it to attack its
prey fromn beneath, a mode of assault
it is said to practise successfilly even
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upon small fish. When swimniing Up-
on the surface of the water the boat-
inan resembles a, miniature boat with
oars.

The potato is one of the most .valu-
able plants we have. Besides being
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