
THE MARITIME MEDICAL NEWS

Sources of Cliarles Suiner Fis-

Gatrrin cher, writing in tie
Diagnosis Medical Rec(;r(d for May

23, savs that exploratorv laparomyili
is not alwavs to be used to solve ,he
question of diagnosis of abdominal
diseases. Gastroenerostomv ihat
gives iiiiiiiecliate relief nmav niot end
in permîîanîenît relief, since the sane
faults of digestion reniain, aiic
sonietiies the ldirect -passage into
the intestine is not a permiiaieiit ac-
vanitage. Carcinomua of hie stomach
cannot always be diagnosticated by
the cardinal symptonis, since eiuaria-
tion ai echlexia may not occur in-
t·i late inI the isease. \ lack of am-
bition in a middle-aged person pre-
viouslv of active habits is a valuable
sign. Most sources of error in diag-
nosis involve conditions of the py-
lorus. Presence or absence of a ti-
mour is disguised b inconiplete
infiltration. Such conditions exist in
small nodular growths at tlhe pvlor-
us, tublnhar iiilt rationi of the pvlor-
us, spasnodic reflex contractions,
and duodenal obstruction just be-
yon d the pvlorus. Annng remoner
influences that may affect the pvlor-
us and cause obstruction are surdei
i e nl ta 1 i rritations, atiosphieric
changes, and hy \vsteria. Two condi-
tions near the pvlorus im1ay ca!u!se
doubt of its norfaitv-distention f
the hepatic flexure of the colon nnd
prolapsed kidnev. The author givs
differenial diagnosis and tests for
atonv and gastric catarrli.

Bacteriology The following editorial
of Gleneral fromî the Xew York
Paresis. Me dical Jorniil for

M\Lay 23, iay be iassumed to represent
witi fair accuracv the opinion gener-
ally lield by Amîîîerican psychiiatrisls
upon the etiologv of general paraly-
sis " Of all the mental diseases,
general paresis stands out as the

iost distinct andI ilnost hopeless.
From the days of Bayle to the pres-
ent, time steacv advance lias iarked
the rogress ii our tnderstancîing of
this disease process, and in tlhe coin-
paratively recent monumental work
of Alzheinier and Nissi it would ap-
pear that, froi the pathological
standpoint at least, this disease has
found a firmi un derlying foundation
anc -i n anatomical interpretation for
al;time.' tiologically, however, the
view is still troubled. Notwithstand-
i ng thec gen eral conviction-founded
on the insecurities of statistical an-
alvsis anid the more thorough and
apparentl clefinite fimdings of Vas-
serian and Plaut relative to the
presence of a svpliilitic antibody in
the cerebrospinal fluid of nost pare-
tics--that sphilis is the fundamental
xtiological factor; tiere stili reniain
difliculties in the way of interpreting
tlis disease solely in the liglit of its
be'iing a svpliiîit ic final prodùct act-
iig on iervois tissues,

"'It is for this reason that the'studies
of Ford Robertson and the discoverv
of his so-called Bacillus paralyticans
have aroused considerable interest
anid given rise to protracted discus-
sions, the latest of whicl took place
at a recent meeting of tlhé American
Meclicopsychîological Association.

"The scientiric wvorld lias not. ac-
cepted the Ford Robertson findings,
nor yet is it prepared to accept the
tlera peutical results alleged by hin
and1 his followers in this and otier
countries; yet the coiitentions ire
entitled tobe leard and the evidence
reviewced. At the meeting in ques-
tion, Dr. John 1). O'Brien, of Massi-
lon, Ohio, reported sonie further ob-
servatioiis on ihe ætiology ancl treat-
nent of general paresis, in wliicl he
reasserted lhis belief in the causal re-
lation of the pseudodiphtheroid Ba-
cillus paralyticans to paresis, and
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