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of ucientifie nen. The first ably advocates the utility of medical sta-
tisties, and the second as ably proves their necesity.

There is no department in the world of science of more value or im->
portance to the people than medicine, and, yet, there is none that re.
esives so little attention here et the hands of the government. The
petition of an arrant quack receives more prompt and considerste atten.
tion, than the suggestions of any number of the most learned of the le-
gitimate members of the medical body. These remarks are draw
forth by the application of Dr. Alison's paper on medical statistics to the
actual position of affairs here.

Several montis since, frorn 50 to 60 of the most eminent medical practi.
tioncis from ail sections of the country, recommended the appointient
oif a medical gentieman,-who was willing to sacrifice his profesional
emolumenta and advantages in the cause of soience,-to visit the differ-
tnt Quarantine Stations iii the Northern and Eastern States of America,
and report upon their eficiency and utility, &c., previous to the next
ieeting of Parliament. Up to this period, however, no more attention
has been paid to this highly important recommendation, prompted by
science and iumanity alone, than if it had been the reoommendationof
a parish-bead le.

It is a matter of notoriety that the systema of Quarantine that as oP.
pressed this country, for upwards of a quarter of a century, has totally
failed in its contemplated objectb. Complaiia. have been ao loud and
sw frequett, that like the cry of, wolf! wolf! they have ceased to alant.
Scientific medical enquiry, there has been none; and the biassed, and in-
terested statements of its officials, have been both cited, and acted upon,
authoritatively. In ail attempts ;to enlighten the government on the
subject, it has acted like the deaf adder which stoppeth her ears. En-
land well knows the value of medical statistics, registration, &o., ad,
the reports of the Registrar General, have long been authotity for legis-
fative guidance; wlereas in Canna, with Ier material progress, her
bioundleus territory, her undeveloped sources of wealth,moMAing tskaSvh~
has yet beeu doue, in a departient so essentini to human safety and
iappiness. The sun of her legislation, (harsh though it may ound,
resulting only in providing coffins and graves for the dead; instead of
devising ineans to prevent the extension of disease.

Neither my time, nor your space will permit me to enlarge on this
subject ; and, I will, therefvre, confine muyself to a few extract, tat
bear more forcibly tpon this subject than anything I can say.

Dr. Allison in vol. i ut supra, page 385, says :-" It han so frequently
and su plausibly been urged, against all the inqidries and studies whlih
are tenùed statistics, that the force of stch reasoning may be applied to


