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but the more minute changes il the cellular elements aire stili under
investigation. Sections fromn the other organs showed no features of
special interest ii coniection withm the case.

The presence of a pericairdial ixudate coiitaining the mnemningococcus
is quite evidently of extreimc rarity, and the entire absence of librin
ou the surous coats is reinarkable in view of th amnounit of pus
present.

It will be seen, thon, from the foregoing that the case recorded was
quite evidently of the nature of an epidemie cerebro-spinal imenin-
gitis, while Uie organiismn associated with the lesions is undoubtedly
the mningôcoccus described by Weiclselbaum in 1886, and nuch
more fully within tic hist twelve months by Dr. W. T. Counîcilhnan,
of Boston. As is already well knownî, it ias been generally accepted
until quite reccntly tlat this nalady is due to the diplococcus lancco-
latus, while Uie organismn described by Weichsclbaum lias been prac-
tically dsregarded.

Observations made, however, sinice 1895, more especially by Jæger,
of Stuttgart, and Councilmian. Maillory, and Wrighit, of Boston, ron-
dered it unldoul)tei that in the epidenic forn of this disease, not the

pimcinococcus, but the mleningococcus of Weichselhamn is the chief
etiological factor. Tle above-men ciitionied Bostoi pathologists had
occasion to examine thirty-live cases post mortemu, and the nicingcco-
ecus wams founid ini ail but three cases. Certainly no such comnplete series
of observations of anly epidemimic has hitherto been made col immesurate
vitlh thiese, aid the uniformity of tleir results fin examiinr so ex-
teinsive a iaterial, pinces tie ilatilr of the disease beyond Lny douibt.

It is true tiat in a iuîmber of cases the pneutiococcus lias leenî fre-

quently fiouid iii pure culture, but so fari as ve are awaire, it has
iever becen demaonistrated with a satisFactory unifomitv. Flexuer
and Barker, of Baltiiore, liave recently published a mst intersting
and valtialo article givingý a detailed account of the conditions imier
vhicli an epidem ici cerebro-spinal i ngitis iad occurred in a

sumaill mitning towi f Maryland. Sixty-eigh"lt patients werc olserved
but unforturiately itwas possioe to obtain autopsies in only two ii-
stances. The pathological lesions in tiese ases aire most miniutely
described, adL the bacteriological examiations would seem to inldieate
that thepneuccens was he chief organisïii present Secátmmade
from the-exudate on tie meninges showcil a huce-shaped diplococcus
.wlicl stained by Grain's niethod, but the· cultuies and inoculation
test did uot afford very satisfactory results. The author, however, are
of the opinion,.that the'pnnmococcus was undoubted ly preseit, Itlhoughl
the trying circumstances under.which the investigations werce fmade
rendered it impossible to obtairi ciniiently satisfactory results.
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