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sovicly may be said to live—might be considetably amelioated,
if they weie better luoked after as regards their sanitary
surroundings.

The “sceds of datk discase,” as Thompson poetically puts it,
are sown in these classes when wet, cold weather sets in.  In.
sufficicut fuud, Lad clothing, and defective house accummudation,
cach in thein turn, and all collectively, help to swell the number
of the suflerers from the many discases prevalent at this season.
When Dcath steps forth, with the barbs of his spear tipped with
icicles, hie deals out destruction as fatal and as certain as do the
poisoned arrows of the savage warrior.

Wiater, the season which many welcome on account of its
being a periud for fiiendly gatherings and hospitable enjuyment,
is injurivus to the old, the young, and the weakly, oniy the
middle aged and the strong arc prouf against its attachs, and if
they cscape with impunity, without illness of any kind, the result
is die rather to thedn ability to withstaad the unslauglits of winter
thau tu the innocuity of the season. Last wintet, when similar
weather vecurred to that which we are now passiug through, the
deatl.-tate 1ose rapidly, until in some localitics it reached as high
a puint as 4u, 50, and even 6o per 1,000 pur annum. We may
expect correspunding results at the presemc period. But we
ought not, as many seem to do, to accept such matters with a
kind of fatalist complacency. On the otiaer haud, we should

tedouble our efforts tu provide for the wore pressing samstary
requirements of the poor and underpaid, and see that they are
better housed, better clothed, and better fed than is their lot now.

L.l of the lives lust through sanitary shortcomings is cqually
as valuable in the eyes of Providence as if it were that of a person
in a higher sucial position; and it behoves us all, in our respec-
tive spheres, and to the extent of our respective powers, to
diminish the sickness and mortality arising from the seventy of
winter, coupled with the absence of proper hygienic conditions,
in the houses of a very large propurtion of our puuvl. Employ-
ment upon public works should be given to all deserving appli-
cants; and a sy.tematic plan of relief should be established for
the very large class placed, by force of circumstance, just above
the level of paupetism, whouse puverty should be regarded a mis-
fortune, and not, 45 is now tuu often the case, treated as a crime.

—Public Health.



