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remedies ; :e appears to have directed his attention chiefly to those
medicines, tis tieraspeuüicail actions of which have been well ascer.
tained and gererally admitted.

We think Dr. Beck fully justified in pursuing this course. A
lecturer on Materia Medica should not be too fond of novelty: his
tinie can be much more profitably emiployed in teaching the pre-
parations and uses of those muedicines whieh have received the
sanction of experience. Let us not, however, be mnisunderstood as
deprecating the use of new remedies ; we only n ish to expre«s our
opinion that a lecturer on Materia Medica should not be too hasty
in introdueing new and comparatively untried remnedies into his
lectures, but should rather wait until their mnerits h'ave been
thoroughly tested by competent authorities.

The following appropriate resnarks upon the adulteration of
drugs are extracted fromt the Author's Introduction.

" Un, der the head ofp1nasio7Properties I shall call yonr attention
particularly to such circuinstanscecs as may assist you in aseertaining
the purity of the artici as used in inedicine. This is a subject,
Fentlenen, of great importance, and ne not sufficientiy attended to.
1o those who know to w hat an extent the adulteration of medicines
is carried, and iow often, from this cause, the expectations of the
physician are frustrated, it will scarcely be isceessary to say anything
to show the importance of such kiowledge as sha l l cnable tie
practitioner to be certain that lie is really giving the niedicine
wisich lie lias ordered."

We confess it is a matter of surprise to us that anv phsysicias
slould be found entertaining a contrary opinion. Ye t it has been
said, even by eminent men, as, for instance, Dr. Graves, that tis
knowledge is unnecessary ; tiat if you go to a respectable druggist
and pay fair prices, vou will be furnisied with the best drugs ard
ciemicals of tie kind. This may be perfectly true, so lonîg as
there are some physicians who are competenst judges of teicir
qualities, and wio act ais a check upon druggists who may be
inclined to fraudulent practices. But would it he true, if tihere
were no iemnbers of our profession witi sufficient knowiedge of the
subject to enable thei to detect these frauds ? Would not tise
adulteratmg, even now sonewhiat too extensively practised, inscrease
in the saie ratio as our want of knowledge ? If our nemory does
not deceive us, Dr. Thoison, some vears since, stated before C
committee of the House of Couimons, that one of tie chief causes
of the extensive adulteration of drugs, was the ignorance of the
majority of the profession on the subject. We w'ould refer our
readers to the results of the Lancet's analytical commission, where
they will find that some of the most respeciable dcalers in groccries.
&c., are anongst those waho impose most largely upon the ignO'
rance of their custoniers, and that high prices are no guarante O
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